
e ro
p

o
irta

n
 v

iew
 

7
. 

H
ig

h
 co

u
rtro

o
m

 d
ra

m
a
 clo

ses cu
rta

in
 o

n
 a

 N
ew

 
.B

y
 .A

LLA
N

 K
A

TZ 
T

he pinball trial had enough m
om

ents of high dram
a to 

fill a better-thin-average courtroom
 dram

a. 
A

t that, the m
om

ents of dram
a publicly w

itnessed w
ere 

t:only part of the iceberg that m
ade up this case. T

here w
as the 

private conflict and anguish as the respective sides shaped 
their strategies as w

ell as alternating optim
ism

 and depres-
I • ton as the case neared the jury. 

T
here w

as the suspense and suffering of the fam
ilies of 

the accused w
ho have w

aited w
ith trepidation for tw

o years 
since the arrests, not to m

ention how
 the defendants m

ust 
have felt. ., 

A
N

D
, T

H
A

T
 D

O
E

SN
1 start to catalog the private view

s 
of the judge, the new

s m
edia and the jurors, all of w

hom
 

staged their ow
n private dram

as. It isn't likely that any 
m

em
bers of the jury kept a private journal of each day's 

thoughts. It w
ould m

ake interesting reading m
onths from

 
,now

 w
hen the details of the trial have faded from

 m
ost of our 

m
em

ories. 	
• 	

• 
T

his Is being w
ritten as the jurors begin their delibera-

tions in the m
ost im

portant trial this city has seen since Jim
 

G
arrison's unfortunate prosecution of C

lay Shaw
 in 1969. 	

. 
B

y the tim
e you read this, w

e'll all know
 w

hat 
'th

e 
/verdict (or non-verdict as the likelihood of a hung jury 
• and a resulting m

istrial does exist i w
as and w

hy it w
as 

reached. 
• 

B
ut, in the m

idst of the analysis that w
ill be going on 

today, it m
ight be w

ell to review
 briefly som

e of this trial's. 
' m

om
ents of dram

a. H
ere, in chronological order, are m

y 
nom

inations for the m
ost dram

atic m
om

ents and their im
- • 

port: 
• , 	

• 

—
 O

N
 T

H
E

 FO
U

R
T

H
 D

A
Y

 of the trial, A
ug. 24, form

er • 
police C

apt. Frederick Soule produe .  es  his pickle jar contain-
ing 

 
 $63,000 that he said he had kept buried in his back yard in 

G
entilly since 1963. 	

. 	
. 

Soule testified it w
as bribe m

oney he got w
hile head of • 

• 
the vice squad and later w

hile an investigator for the D
A

's 
' office. Soule said his w

ife w
anted to burnothe m

oney w
hen she 

found it. H
e had been afraid to spend it. 	

. 	
, 

U
.S

. A
tty. G

erald
 G

allin
gh

ou
se an

d
 S

ou
le h

ad
 • 

' 	
com

m
andeered a pickup truck to go to the Soule hom

e to get 
the m

oney the m
orning that it w

as produced in court. G
alling-

: house had to talk M
rs. Soule into show

ing him
 w

here the 
. m

oney w
as hidden. 	

• 	
- 

It'll m
ake a great chaPter in the booL

 . 
2 	

. ' 
—

 O
N

 A
U

G
. 30, pinball executive L

aw
rC

nce L
agard

e
 Sr. • 

drops the trial's single biggest bom
bshell. H

e testifies, and is 
later supported by his partner, John E

lm
s Jr., that they sent 

$30,000 in protection m
oney to Joe G

iarrusso at the tim
e w

hen 
• • G

iarrusso w
as serving as one of this city's m

ost respected 
. 	

. 
• police superintendents. 
• 

T
he city is shocked. H

undreds of N
ew

 O
rleanians ask 

each other, "D
o-you believe it? D

o you think he w
ould have 

taken it?" G
iarrusso's plans to run for councilm

an-at-large 
• 

are dam
aged, possibly beyond repair. 	

• 
• 

H
e is called before a grand jury. A

 career previously 
• 

view
ed as distinguished is now

 under suspicion. T
his is a pew

' 
dram

a that w
ill continue beyond the present trial. N

o m
atter. 

- how
 it turns out, G

iarrusso's life w
ill never quite be the sam

e. 

O
N

 SE
PL

..13, as the trial begins its fourth w
eek, 

G
arrison "fires" his attorneys and takes over his ow

n de- 
• ; tense. Few

 say so out loud but courtroom
 observers believe 

. • the firing is at least part of a strategy to allow
 the charism

at- .  
lc D

A
 to lavish his considerable charm

 on the jury w
ithout 

having to take the stand in his ow
n defense. 

T
he courtroom

 observers -reason that if G
arrison takes 

. • the stand, he risks a perjury charge on the eve of the upcom
-t 

Ing D
A

's election, even if he is acquitted by this jury. B
y 

acting as his on attorney, he has a chance to express him
-: 

• 
self to the jury w

ithout running the risks inherent in testify-
ing. • The M

onday M
orning quarterbacks sit back and sm

ile at 
G

arrison's decision. T
hey Im

ovi that if G
arrison is acquitted, ;  

they'll hail his strategy as bordering on genius. If he's con.; 
victed, they'll point out that he hasn't tried a case in 12 years' 
and they'll say he never should have•attetnpted to pick up his 
law

 career at this juncture. 

—
 O

N
 SE

P
T

. 20, on
e m

on
th

 after th
e trial b

egan
,• 

• 
• P

ershing G
ervais, colorful, stained, a m

an w
ho represents 

the city's tradition of loving character m
ore than purity, 

takes the stand. 
H

e says he has com
e to testify —

 and his friends believe 
it —

 because G
arrison has put on the stand previously tw

o of 
the D

A
's aides, L

ynn L
oisel and L

ouis loon, w
ho have at-

' tacked G
ervais as a low

-dow
n character. 

G
ervais says privately, and it is also believed, that he 

w
ouldn't have m

inded being assailed by people he has a 
higher regard for than L

oisel or Ivon but he w
on't take it . 

from
 them

. 	
, • 

W
as tutting on L

yon and L
aisel a ham

-handed m
istake by 



'G
arrison or a brilliant strategy to sm

oke out G
ervais? M

ore" 
grist for the M

onday M
orning quarterbacks' m

ill, depending 
on how

 the verdict goes. G
ervais testifies against G

arrison. 
For the first tim

e, the jury sees the m
an w

hose voice —
 and 

vulgarism
s —

 they have heard on 50 tapes that he collected. • 
W

hat are the jurors thinking? Their faces give no clue. 
r. 

O
N SEPT. 25, five w

eeks into the trial, G
arrison M

akes", 
his final presentation to the jury. O

bviously rusty due to lack: 
of courtroom

 practice, he is occasionally brilliant, som
etim

es: 
ram

bling. 
• 

H
is closing lines are a sym

phony. H
e quotes a passage 

from
 Brow

ning —
 "O

ne m
ore devil's trium

ph and sorrow
 for: 

the angels; one m
ore w

rong to m
an, one m

ore insult to G
od": 

—
 m

entions the strain his children have been under for tw
o. 

years and chokes up. Several jurors appear to choke up, also... r• 

It's all over now
, one w

ay or another. D
uring the trial, I; 

kept thinking, "This is how
 an era ends." Pinball m

achines 
w

ere as m
uch a part of our culture as red beans and rice fore 

30 years. A
s a teen-ager, I dropped m

y nieldes into the m
a.: 

chines as did hundreds of thousands of other New
 O

rleanians. 
If cops w

alked in, they looked the other w
ay. . 

W
H

ATEVER ELSE, through those w
ho adm

itted to pay-, 
ing and receiving bribes during the trial, w

e got an Idea of 
how

 the pinball industry stayed alive through the years —
 a

.. 
system

 m
ost of us participated in or accepted in one w

ay or: 
A

nother.. 	
. 

Now
, m

illions of dollar; and 30 years !at*, it's over. 


