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T
he federal pinball bribery trial jury;  

T
oday heard a tape recorded conversa-

tion during w
hich form

er governm
ent:' 

inform
er P

ershing G
ervais gave D

ist.. 
;A

tty. Jim
 G

arrison w
hat the govern-! 

.m
ent claim

s w
as a $1,000 bribe pay-, 

Inent. The recording w
as played before 

the jury in the trial of G
arrison and 

pinball executives John A
rens C

aU
ery 

and R
obert N

im
s, charged w

ith con.' 
spiring to obstruct law

 enforcem
ent by 

giving bribes to protect pinball gam
- 

'The recO
rding w

as m
ade, the •gov.i':, 

ernm
cnt contends, at G

arrison's hom
e. 

In the recording G
ervais tells G

ar-1 
rison he 

has $1,000 for January and 

F
ebruary of 1971 and that he'll have 

another $1.000 in for M
arch and A

pril. 
T

he governm
ent says the tape w

as , 
m

ade in F
ebruary of 1971. 	
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G
e
rva

is sa
ys L

o
u
is B

o
a
sb

e
rg

, a
! 

pinball dealer w
ho has pleaded guilty in 

the case, is "scared to death" of w
hatl 

`the legislature w
ill do in A

pril. 
"S

o I got this $1,000 here . . . hers' 
. .. W

ant, m
e to put it in the chat. 

..robe or w
here?" 

G
arrisO

n iir y
i'liii7

7
-
-
- ---,... .. 

--.: 
Then G

ervais says, "S
hift over, w

hat 

e
ls

e
?
" .. 	

. 	
- ..1. 

A
t that point, the governm

ent con•; .  

tends G
arrison snatched the envelope; 

,.' 

 

containing the $1,000 from
 G

ervais and.1 

IG
ervais says, "Thousand. H

ey, Jesus i 

C
h
rist . . . yo

u
 b

u
rn

e
d
 m

y fin
g
e
rs.) 

B
ring the butter up here . . . Jesus! 

C
h
rist yo

u
 b

u
rn

e
d
 m

y fin
g
e
rs." I 

G
ervais: "Y

ou m
ight w

ant to take! 
` it out of the envelope. It's a Fontaine.; 

i
 
 

bleau envelope.. . ." 
The tw

o discuss pending anti-pinball 4!.  

egm
lation the legislature is to take 

u
p
. , ' 	

. 	
• i 	

' 	
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G
arrison says, "T

ell them
 . : ." . -1

 
e
rva

ls: "T
h
a
t yo

u
'll d

o
 fo

r in
 th

e
) 

tlegislature." 
 

G
arrison: "T

ell them
 it is a personali 

ride of m
ine that I do everything I 

ib
ly ca

n
 fo

r p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 h

a
ve

 
1ped m

e . . . and if I can't I can't." I 
, G

e
rva

is: "N
o
w

 th
e
 m

a
n
 th

e
y fe

a
r. 
 '3  

C m
ost is the governor." 	

• i 
i I srriso

n
: "W

e
ll te

ll th
e
m

 I w
ill g

o
l 

tio
rd

 
,, the,,, 	

A
s bad , i ,...,hi 

its...  the governor and tell the governor„; 
'dam

n tough to .vote In N
ew

 O
r-4 

ans
sy

 essttke 

	

. 	
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!laid /74—frto 	 'spend hilt! 
my days trying to explain that this is 
not true. It's not true?" 

Gervais later tells Garrison that the; 
pinball dealers "also do things withi 
the vice squad." 	, 	. I 

He says the dealers "know nothing', 
'about us." Later he says, "But they  
assume." 

Gervais: "You know who handles 
. 

r Garrison: "Who?" 
Gervais: "Freddie Soule." 
Garrison: "Oh, sure."' 

Gervaii: "Yeah, he handles it 	3 
Frey." 	 -  

Garrison: "lip in the office. Find out 
about it." 

Before putting on the tape of Garri-. 
son and Gervais, the prosecution laid, 
the groundwork with testimony from 
federal agents telling of the prepara-

I•tions made for taping the conversation.. 
Internal Revenue Service agent 

:Floyd D. Moore described elaborate 
;preparations and monitoring which 
‘took place Feb. 25, 1971; when the 

201;2 to Pfle 1?" Column 

government contends Gervais visited 
Garrison's home at 4600 Owens Blvd. 

Moore said he assisted in wiring 
Gervais' coat with transmitting and re-

. cording devices and took an inventory 
of contents Gervais had on his person. 

Among the contents, Moore said, was 
$1,000 in $50 bills. Another agent, Joel 
Lanoux said a $1,000 bribe given to 
Gervais by a pinball company execu-
tive for Garrison was intercepted and 
replaced with the 20 $50 bills from 
which serial numbers had been re- 
corded by agents. 
Agents testifed Gervais was fitted 

with a tiny microphone concealed in 
his jacket pocket with a battery pack 
in another pocket and an antenna 
taped inside his lapel. 

Moore said that after Gervais was 
wired and inventoried, Gervais got into 
a 1970 Chevrolet convertible with FBI 
agent Arlie G. Puckett. Moore said he 
got into an unmarked government car 
with special agent James 0. Gann and 
both cars left the Fontainebleau Motor 
Hotel and proceeded to a point on Har-
rison Avenue. 

He said Gervais stopped at a 
McKenzie's bakery on Harrison and 
bought a cheesecake. Then the two 
cars went to Harrison Avenue in City. 
Park and. Puckett got out of the Ger-
vais car and got into the trunk. The 
trunk contained recording and moni-
toring devices, he said. 

Moore said he again searched Ger-
vais to be sure he had not got rid of 
the $1,000 while he was in the bakery 
alone. 

Moore said Gervais then drove the 
car to 'the front of Garrison's home 
and parked at the curb. Another FBI 
agent, Irving Johnson was in another 
car across the street, Moore said. 

Moore said he then drove to St. Ber- ••
nard and Mirabeau and that he and . • 
agent Gann had a radio receiver and a 
tape recorder with which they hoped to  

listen telhe Garrison-Gervais conver- I 
cation. 

Moore said Gann turned the tape re- # 
corder off because something appeared 
to be wrong but' that he and Gann 
listened to some of the conversation. 
He said the reception on his end was 

, not good. 
Ho said about an hour later the car 

which Gervais was driving came out 
on Harrison and he and Gann followed 
Gervais back to Harrison and City 
Park. He said Puckett got out of the 
trunk of the car and both cars went 
tack to the Fontainebleau. 

In the hotel, Moore said, Puckett 
told him that Gervais had given him a 
crumpled blue envelope which was 
empty. Moore said he again searched 
Gervais and the contents of his person 
were virtually the same as when he 
left the hotel. 

Some observers of the trial have spec- 
ulated the government will "have" to 
put Gervais on the witness stand to 
give the tapes credibility. But it now 
appears the 'prosecution will argue 
their authenticity on two points: 

—The testimony of IRS agents who 
monitored and recorded the conversa- 
tions. 

The testimony of a voice identifica- 
tion expert who said he matched 
voices on the tapes with "known" 
voices of defendants. 

Neither the govornment nor defense 
appears to want Gervais as a witness 
because of his controversial past. 

After the arest of Garrison and oth- 
ers on June 30, 1971, the government 
sent Gervais off to Canada to live. 
Gervais returned to New Orleans sev- 
eral months later and , stirred up a 
storm of controversy by accusing the 
government of coercing him into 
being its spy. 

But a hearing was held and U.S 
Dist. Court Judge Herbert W. Christen- 
berry, who is presiding in this trial, • 
ruled that Gervais worked for the gov- 
ernment on his own accord. 
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