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em
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E n
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h
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d
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ep
o
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a
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n
d
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ill 

R
ainey. 

, A
 coin

 m
ach

in
e d

istrib
u

tor testified
:, 

t today he attended a m
eeting setting up ' 

;'$50,000-a-year b
rib

ery p
aym

on
ts for 

:p
in

b
all gam

b
lin

g p
rotection

 an
d

 later 
'helped collect the payoff m

oney. 
John E

lm
o P

ierce, operator of P
ierce. 

;A
m

usem
ent C

o.,. testified for the prose-1  
cu

tion
 at th

e p
in

b
all b

rib
ery trial of 

!D
ist. A

tty. Jim
 G

arrison
 an

d
 tw

o p
it-; 

b
all com

p
an

y execu
tives, Joh

n
 A

ru
n

s 
;C

allery an
d

 R
ob

ert N
im

s. T
h

e trial is 
in

 its fo
u

rth
 d

a
y
 b

efo
re U

.S
. D

ist. 
;C

ou
rt Ju

d
ge H

erb
ert W

. C
h
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C
h

erry an
d

 a ju
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in
e m

en
 an

d
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three w
om

en. 
N

im
t testified the bribery paym

ents-
tvere m

ad
e q

u
arterly, $12,800 each

; 
; q

u
a
rter, a

n
d

 h
a
d

 to
 b

e p
a
id

 th
ree' 

`-m
onths 

in
 ad

van
ce "

b
ecau

se *p
olice, 

don't give no credit." 
i; P

ierce w
as on

e of 10 m
en

 in
d

icted
 In

 
th

e case b
u

t h
e h

as b
een

 gran
ted

 a
• 

'f separate trial. 
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e w
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' 
w

ith
 for:tier p

olice vice sq
u

ad
 corn

.: 
n

an
d

er F
red

erick
 A

. S
ou

le Jr. td
 set 

u
p a system

 w
hgepy.. Soule w

ould. ale# 

pinball m
achine ow

ners about pending; 
vice sq

u
ad

 raid
s. S

ou
le also w

as in
-

dicted and has pleaded guilty. 

P
ierce said

 th
e m

eetin
g arran

gin
g 

for th
e p

rotection
 m

on
ey w

as h
eld

 in
 

N
ovem

ber 1967 in the office of R
obert, 

N
im

s, ow
n

er of L
u

ck
y C

oin
 M

ach
in

e - 1 

C
o. N

im
s an

d
 Joh

n
 A

ru
n

s C
allery, 

form
er partner in N

ew
 O

rleans N
ovel": 

ty C
o., are on trial w

ith G
arrison. 

'ed by N
im

s C
allery, L

aw
rence A

. L
a-1 

gard
e S

r., a p
artn

er in
 T

A
C

 A
m

u
se- . 

P
ierce said

 th
e m

eetin
g w

as atten
d

-

m
en

t C
o
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m
ile W
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w

n
er o

f 
$
ro

a
d

m
o
o
r M

u
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o
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n
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m
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o., and P

ierce. 
5
, H

e sa
id

 th
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o
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ts to

 b
e p

a
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; 
;w
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L
 a

w
ren

ce A
. L

a
g
a
rd

e, T
A

C
; 

=A
m

usem
ent C

o., $5.000. 
—

L
ou

is M
. B

oasb
erg, N

ew
 O

rlean
s; 

ovelty C
o., $5,000. 

—
N

im
s, $1,000. 	

• 
—

Santo D
iF

atta, P
alace A

m
usem

ent'  
;C

o, $1.300. 
t 

—
W

illie, $500. 
P

ierce said
 h

e received
 a free rid

e: 
because he collected from

 sonic opera; 
!tors and because he acted as a contact; 
w

ith then-head of the N
ew

 O
rleans 1'o-1 

D
ep

artm
en

t vice sq
u

ad
, L

t. F
red
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, 

erick
 A

. S
ou

le S
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.S
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T

T
Y
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erald

 J. G
allin
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se l  

task
ed

 P
ierce w

h
at th

e m
on

ey w
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'x
 u
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 fo

r 
"T

o prevent police from
 picking up i 

Torn to A
-6, C

olum
n 1 

C
on

tin
u

ed
 from

 P
age 
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the gam
es," P

ierce replied. 
P

ierce testified
 th

at tw
o d

ays after 
th

e m
eetin

g
 in

 N
im

s! o
ffice h

e w
a
s 

called by C
allery w

ho told him
 a m

eet-
ing had been arranged betw

een P
ierce 

an
d

 S
ou

le. T
h

ey m
et, P

ierce said
, at 

the H
ow

ard Johnson's M
otor H

otel in 

G
entilly. 
It w

a
s a

g
reed

, P
ierce sa

id
, th

a
t 

w
hen a raid w

as pending Soule w
ould 

ca
ll P

ierce a
n

d
 tell P

ierce h
e w

a
s 

goin
g ou

t to look
 at som

e real estate. 
W

h
en

 P
ierce w

as told
 w

h
ere th

e real 
estate w

as located it w
ould be a tip on 

the area selected for the police raids. 
G

A
L

L
D

1G
H

O
U

SE
 asked P

ierce w
hat 

h
e w

a
s to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 

gathered from
 Soule. 

' "
I w

as to call p
eop

le w
h

o w
ere p

u
t-

ting up the m
oney," P

ierce said. 

H
e said

 an
oth

er role for h
im

 w
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co
llectin

g
 th

e p
a
y
o
ff m

o
n

ey
 fro
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N
im
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illie an

d
 D

iF
atta. H
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 h

e 
w

ou
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 tak
e th

at m
on
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allery ex-

cep
t w

h
en

 C
allery w
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n
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• 

w
h
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 h

e w
ou
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B

osw
orth at N

ew
 O

rleans N
ovelty. 

T
ire governm

ent laid the groundw
ork 

for its ease yesterd
ay w

ith
 a p

arad
e 

of b
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 ow
n
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h
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m
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 to 

,p
in

b
all gam

b
lin
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 th

ey w
ere 

w
arned to "be careful" and to look out 

for th
e vice sq

u
ad
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P
ierce is th

e first of seven
 origin

al 
d

efen
d

an
to exp

ected
 to testify for th

e 
governm

ent in the trial. 	
• ft 

- O
th

ers are S
ou

le an
d

 p
in

b
all figu

re; 
Joh

n
 E

lm
s Jr. an

d
 B

oasb
erg, w

h
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have pleaded guilty, and form
er police 

S
gt. R

ob
ert N

. F
rey an

d
 p

in
b

all fig-
u

res L
agard

e an
d

 H
arh

y M
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s w
h
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have been granted separate trials. 

T
he 10 w

ere indicted in D
ecem

ber of 
1971 on

 a ch
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-
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ct law
 en
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t b
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P
ierce w

a
s th

e k
ey

 w
itn

ess in
 a

 
fed

eral cou
rt trial earlier th

is year 
w

h
en

 B
oasb

erg, N
im

s, L
agard

e an
d

 
E

lm
s w

ere convicted of shiping pinball 



machines illegally in interstate com-
merce. 
- Pierce said the bribe arrangement 
-was suggested by Callery and the oth-
er machine operators went along with 
the suggestion. He said none of those 
from whom he collected ever missed a 
payment. 

Pierce testified that Nims' share of 
the protection money eventually was 
doubled to $2,000 quarterly. He said 
this was done "because I found out he 
had a great deal more games on the 
street than I thought he did." He said 
Nims did not object to increasing his 
payments. 

He said the payoff period extended 
from Dec. 1, 1967, through September 
of 1970. During that period Soule was 
promoted to captain and shifted to 
Garrison's office as an Investigator. 
Frey was Soule's successor as vice 
squad commander. 

Pierce testified for 55 minutes and 
examined for another 50 minutes. 
after a 15-minute recess was cross- 

Under questioning by Nims' attor-
ney, Loills C. Lacour, Pierce admitted 

he lied during an appearance before 
the .flouse Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. 

The committee was considering leg-
islation to ban intersttae shipment of 

• pinball machines and he appeared on 
behalf of New Orleans distributors, 
Pierce said. 

He said he lied when he told the 
committee he awarded prizes instead 
of cash on pinball payoffs. 

Q. Why did you lie? 
A. Sometimes when you are in an - 

illegal business you have to lie to keep 
going. 	. 

Q. You flied to save your business 
didn't you? 

A. I did it for myself and others. 
Q. What was your main interest? 
A. Myself. 
Pierce said he decided. to become a 

government witness on th advice of 
his attorney. He said going on trial 
would have cost him $25,000 and he 
could not afford it. 

"You figured that (testifying for the 
government) was cheaper than going 
to trial?" Lacour asked. 

	

A. .Yes. 	• 
Under questioning by Virgil M. 

Wheeler, Callery's attorney, Pierce 
said Callery did not personally tell him 
to attend the meeting in November of 
1967 but he received a message to at-
tend an important meeting at Lucky 
Coin Co. and .he assumed it came from 
Callery because Callery was in charge 
of the meeting. 

Referring again to Pierce's testi-
mony before the congressional com-
mittee, Wheeler asked: 

`Would you lie to save your own 
hide?" 	 -. • 

Pierce replied, "No. I lied then but 
I'm telling the truth now. 

Across the courtroom, defense atter= 
neys were not visibly disturbed by the 
testimony. 

Then they were alerted to what 
could be a crippling blow. 

U.S. Dist. Court Judge Herbert W. 
Christenberry told the defense he has 
"grave doubts" that tape recordings of 
television interviews with government 
informer Pershing 0. Gervais will be 
admissible as evidence. 

THE DEFENSE is seeking to bring 
the taped interviews into court to dis-
credit the controversial tapes gathered 
by Gervais while he worked as a gov-
ernment investigator. 

The television tapes contain state-
ments by Gervais that he was coerced 
into being a government spy. The 
government tapes contain conversa-
tions of- defendants, purporting to link 
them with bribes and gambling. They 
are the government's key evidence. 

With the testimony of bar operators, 
U.S. Atty. Gerald J. Gallinghouse will 
forge ahead in an attempt to prove 
that Garrison headed a bribery ring 
that shielded pinball gambling from 
police. 

THE GOVERNMENT is trying to 
prove that Garrison, former aide Fred-
erick Soule, and former vice squad 
commander Sgt. Robert Frey provided 
pinball dealers tips on vice squad ac-
tivity in return for thousands of dollars 
in bribes. 


