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Boasberg's 'lobbying’
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fied today he
6,600 in 1971
for,

.M womﬁ.e.m_ 932 of New
Novelty Co., testified in the
deral pinball bribery trial of Dist.
Jim Garrison and pinball execu-
ms and John Aruss
has pieade¢ guilty

rerg

nment contends Gervais, a

‘The
Y E:Bmi informer, acted as a mid-~
ﬁ:,:,é: between pinball operators ard
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on and two police officers in a.
n:aBo to E.o?n” the E:E.:
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Jora J. McKeithen to influcnce the leg-,

islopi-rs not to outlaw gambling type’

machines.

ROASBERG adiniited he paid $2,600
Soule:
. a former Police Dopaviment Vice,

ribe monrey to Frederick A.

P

“vais and Soule were
STAC AT
_menis
Jdr., a
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Qnitlo

g 24 Commsnle:. Scwle alto hos
w_go& guilty in the current case in,
.En: 3 ?,.,wﬁju were indicted but;

e are sianding trial %:o in-

‘pinball aw::,::w “

Boasherg said the payments to om?_.
for himsel and;
senl Co. He szid the pay
were a siivered by Harby Mar
New Orle

ans Novelly cemploye
2is0 was indicted but has been
.granted a separate tr ial.

Wha §0.000 paid o Ge. . Beasoharg
said. was in §2,00 :m_mEso: s deliv-
ercd Mecch 8 May 3 and Jupe 35
157:. The 10 men were arrested on
JJune 30, 1971, a day afier Boasberg
_said he made the last payment. -

¢ Soule received $1000 payments of
Jan. 15 and Feb. 18, 1874, Doasberg’

‘said.
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BOASBERG testificd bhe met with
moEe_ then an investigator in Garri-
{o discuss problems he

:scn's office,

. Toasberg) was having with the Sna
Squad.
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til' the
srojong the pinball business unui b
Hnoa_sm session of the legislature 8.
X..o it we couldn't legalize the ma-

ey »fl

;%Emm. e e i AR

He said he asked Seule if semething’
“could be done abeut raids being made
son pinball locations and Souie agreed
‘to falkk to Sgt. Robert Freoy, his suc-
cessor a Vice Squad com

s Fr ed:
grant rial
iy expstied to ..nw;c, for the Lov-<
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ssberg said Soule at first
.c :2&._. C n::,m deal hul
] ¢ said Frey had-
aid _F ..E.msr Y. m_&r to do some-:
ESm.:
-Boasberg said he was not paying for.
warnings on Vice Squad pinbali raids.
:Soule has testified he was paid to warn,
“dealers of raids and he gave some,
uzvm money fo Frey.

UNDER cross-examination*by Virgil

Wheeler, an attorney for Callery, Boas-
berg.said, “There hasu’t been a candi-

‘date running for office in New Orleans
‘who 'hasn’t approached us (pinball
‘dealers) or s.a his campaign Emnuma.
‘approach us.’

" He said Callery sma_& campaign
‘contributions for him. .

‘please handle it.
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“I told him,-
Do mnﬁzsq you'
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testimony yesterday ta
Police Supt. Josepn Giarrusso deeply
impiicated in what may have been an
exciusive pinball bribery pact.

The stariling testimony that Giarrus-.
s0 »was paid bribes added a new di-

mension to the trial, now in its
;day.

There now is iestimony that there
‘were two separate pinball bribery
.schemes involving one-time high _.B.r.
ing police officers:

—One in which the former no_ e
“chief received payolis.
«:—Another for the district aitorney’s
“office and the vice squac.

TAC Amusement Co. officer Law-
rence L. Lagarde Sr. dropped the big-

gest ga??: when he testified yes<,
82_8_ he paid Giarrusso $30,000 to in-
sure His gambling pinball machines
-would not be raided.
+ The Snaaoi took praclicaily ev--
,oJ,osa in the couriroom by surprise, .
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Louis M. Boasberg
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tEven’ Garrison appeared stunned.
' Lagarde, who was severed from the .
Garrison case, revealed making pay- i
offs to Giarrusso as he was being -
cross-examined by Dr. Frederick Bar- ;
nette, a Garrison attorney. i
Moments earlier, Lagarde testified .
‘as a government witness that he made |

e Turn {o A6, Column 1::

six quarterly payoffs of $5,000 each for
protection between December, 1968,
and March, 1970.
~“Was the money ever given to any
of the defendants in this case?” La-
garde was asked by Michael Elis,
chief assistant to U.S. Atty. Gerald J.
Gallinghouse. Lagarde said, “No.”
Lagarde was not asked where the
$30,000 went until Barnette cross-exam-
“ined him.
Barnette bore down: *“You said there

Bl

‘t ‘were six payments for $30,000 and

none of the money went to any of the

. defendants in this case?”

» . Lagarde: “Yes.” :
Barnette: “Who got the money?”
Lagarde, obviously hoping the ques-

: tion would not be asked, looked nerv-

! ously at the floor and hesitated. Then,

Barnetie repeated the question.
Lagarde, in a low tone, answered:

. “To a former city official

‘Barnette: “Did he have a name?

LAGARDE THEN turned to U.S.
Dist. Court Judge Herbert W. Christen-
berry and asked if he had to answer.
Christenberry told him he did.

. Lagarde again was reluctant, but he
answered: *Joe Giarrusso.” :

Garrison, who had heen thumbing
through papers, looked up from the

.. .table with a frozen stare.

Lagarde was asked if he had in-
formed Gallinghouse of the payoffs.
He said he had, but not until “a
week ago Tuesday.” .

He told the jury the money was de-
livered to Giarrusso through a ‘‘mes-
senger.”

Giarrusso was. implicated in bribes
Tuesday during the playing of taped
conversations gathered by former gov-
ernment informer Pershing O. Gervais.
He again issued a denial, saying, “I
have never held a conversation with
Mr. Lawrence Lagarde regarding pay-
offs, tipoffs or anything else. . . I don’t
care if 15 people implicale me, my
position is still not changed.

HE SAID he has “absolutely not”
taken bribes. Giarrusso is seeking a
City Council seat in the upcoming elec-
tions.

As court resumed today the jury
heard 13 tape-recorded conversations
between Gervais and Louis M. Boas-
berg, owner of New Orleans Novel-
ty Co. Boasberg has pleaded guilly
in the case. '

In one of the recorded conversations
Gervais tells Boashery that Garrison
would go to Gov. John McKeithen in
an effort to have anti-pinball legisla-
tion killed. The tape was made March
13, 1971, : i

At one polnt, Gervais tells Boasberg,
“See, see, that’s what I mean, see his
(Garrison’s) pitch to McKeithen is gon-
na be ... ‘I cannot deliver New Or-
leans to you if you're going to be re-
membered as the guy who raised the
most hell about pinballs.’ ”

Yesterday Lagarde indicated that
Giarrusso was receiving payoffs prior
to 1966. He said the late John *“Tac”
Elms Sr., former owner of TAC, in-
formed him prior to his death in
September, 1968, that he was making
quarterly payoffs of $5,000.

He said a.few wecks after Elms’
death, Callery approached him and
asked if he were aware of “TAC'
obligations.” Lagarde said he told
Cailery he was and he would continue
to meet them.

Lagarde said his partner, John Elms
Jr., the son of “Tac” Eims, also was
aware of the payoffs. Elms has plead-

"ed guilty to the conspiracy charge and

also is expecied to testify in the trial.

The first $5,000 payment to Giarrus-
so was made in December, 1963, La-
garde said. Four more were made in

1969, and the last in 1970, he said.

LAGARDE POINTED the finger of
guilt at Giarrusso only a few hours
“ alter former police Capt. Frederick A.
Soule Sr. testified he had no knowledge
that the former police chief, Garrison
or Mayor Moon Landrieu had taken
bribes. ]

But in a taped conversation between
Soule and Gervais—played Tuesday—
Soule accused Giarrusso of being paid
off by TAC. He said Giarrusso ordered
a crackdown on gambling when he left

“office so it would appear he was en-

forcing the law.

Soule also implicated Giarrusso’s
brother, police Supt. Clarence Giarrus-
so, in the tapes. But he retracted those
statements in courtroom testimony.
Solule testified to taking payoffs him-
self.

Lagarde also testified to other pay-
offs of smaller amounts.

When TAC purchased New Orleans
Coin Machine Co. in November, 1969,
from Santo DiFatta, TAC picked up
DiFatta’s $100 a week payoffs for pro-
tection.

LAGARDE SAID Callery, a partner
in New Orlcans Novelty Co., came to
him in November, 1970, and told him
Boasberg was paying off someone
and wanted him to contribute.

Lagarde said he refused to give Cal-
lery money and then Callery ap-
proached him again in three weeks,
“demanding money.” He said he con-

sented that time and- gave Callery “ei-
ther $1,000 or $1,500.” :

Lagarde said he told Callery then he

wanted ni part of Boasberg’s deal and
would give him no more money. He
said he also told Elms not to give
Boasberg money.

Later, Boasberg cornered Elms and
got a $1,000 commitment from him,
Lagarde testified.

“I GOT abusive with Boasberg for
going to Elms,” said Lagarde. *1 told
him Elms was a young boy and imma-
ture. But since a comnitment was
made 1 gave him $500 and told him
that's it and not to bother us any-
more.”

Lagarde said he later made two
$300-a-month payments to Boasberg,
the last in May, 1971 .

He said he never gave any money o
Garrison. .

He also denied attending a meeling
at the office of Nims at which pinball
dealer John Eimo Pierce claimed he
and others agreed on payeff amounts,
Pierce testified earlier that Lagarde
was at that meeting.

Taped conversations between Ger-
vais and figures charged in the bribery
suggest TAC Amusement Co. had pay-
off obligations to someone else.

1t was more -strongly indicated yes-
ferday in conversations between Ger-
vais and DBoasberg, Boasherg, who
pleaded guilty, took the witness stand
yesterday. He was to return today.

Boasberg told Gervais in several
faped conversations he could not get
money from Lagarde or Elms — mon-
ey which was to go to Gervais.

IN A conversation with Boasberg on
Jan; 18, 1971, at the Fontainebleau Ho-
tel, Gervais remarked: ‘... You
know it was represented to me at first
that young Elms had a connection,
see, in the city. . . .”

In the same conversation, Boasberg
complained that he could not come up
with the amount of money Gervais was
demanding. At one point, in apparent
réference to Garrison, Gervais com-
mented: :

“I am sure. I am sure that Jim’s
going to grab anything he can get
whether it's chicken feed or not 'cause
he got hi't' with a tremendous hospital
bill ., . . '

In a Jan. 27, 1971, conversation with
Gervais, Boasberg said he had talked
with Lagarde and Lagarde refused to

pay additional money. He said La-

garde told him he had other obliga-
tions and he was geiling out of the
pinball business on the advice of law-
yers.

Lagarde also was worried that Lhe
legislature was going to outlaw the
machines, Boasberg "said.



