10/2/69

Dear Moo,

Long ego I learned thet s New Orleans is like nc other cityp so
also ere its politics and its voters. Wjat would fefest a mon elsewhers csn
meke him & hero in your town. Thisz makes reading e campsign fro: the distsnce
even mére difficult and increases the prospect of drawlng invalid conclusions.

Unless Jim is a8 leed-pive cinch, I csn take no comfort from what I
gead in your papers. I bave, for example, seenk not & single ettack on Connicke.
Ny anyone. It doesn't have %o be Jim, If what I have in mind were a gond ides,
it might be batter if someone other than Jim atd it.

I msy be wrong, but ho seems to me to be the one to beat, the ons to
watch, the one with the fat cats behind him.

And 1 I were faced with him &s an op-onent, espseisglly in New Orlesns,
by the time the csmpsign ended he'd be known ss Mr, Vashington, not Connick, I
thenk thaet even ir New Ordcans it is poseldble to make Weshington even less
popular,

. Once upon & time my driving time was my thinking time, 1 stayed so
tusy writing ¥ hed 1littls cther time to think things-out. “stely, while driving
less, 1 have peent some time in physical sctivities of the sort that free the
mind, #nd 1've been doing some thinking sbout the ev-ntuelities you msy foce,
especielly in ths last minute, when there 1s little time for sdequate response.
I veli:ve the windup of your cempeign will be resl filthy, snd I have s notion eof
the kind of stuff they'll pull. esnwhile, they sre building an imege of Crn-
nick as the serious-minded end serious, derdiceted enemy of crime and criminels,
helped bty unfortunete oversights thet mske 1t lock =23 though your orl.ice hss been
negligent sbout both crime end criminsls. %ith tiais foundstion, tu: lssteminute
flith mey bte even more effective.

’ My own expsrience in New Orleans, all of which preceeds the end of the
Shaw trial, leads mo to believe Jim is probebly the most popular men in the city,
if not tue State. Such 2 man cennot be beaten in the usual weys. 4And my own
eontscts renge frouw the most extreme of the right to what down there pesces for
the left,

I hope, if sn when whet I sntlcipate comes to pess, you ere not csucht
by surprise.

Meanwhile, 1 note that when it waes possible for you to =end me whet
you promised by hend, bypassing the prevelent persnoia sbout the mails, snd when
you promised it, you failed. :

Please remember me tc everyone.

Sincersly,

Harold Vialsberg



