Rt 8, Frederick, Md. 21701
10/2/69

Dear Jim,

Since reading in the N.O, peper of your hospitalizastion I've been
intending to write you, but the premsures of my own life frustrsted it. The
last twomtrips I mde to your city aprarently took s heasvier toll on me that
I then snticipated. Phyeleslly and emotionslly tiey .ere difficuli. On tue last
one, I just blacked out for e while, @ short whila. In doing it I suffered sn

impairment to my sense of bslance thet has not yet returned to normel, and I
injured & imee thst a parently prefers ctoninuing to annoy ne.

Since then I have been under medicalninjunction to teks it easier,
get more rest; etc,, and gradually I've gotten to the voint where on most nights
1 get the generally-recommended amount of rest. lest night, which is still tais
night, is an exception, so 1 use the extre time for %18t I intend zs a word of
cheer,

The paper reporting your relesse fro:: the hospitel (if 1t can be said
that anytiing in your pepers 1s "reparting”), arrived yesterday. I hops tiubs mesns
that you have recoverad from wostever is wrong with your tack.

. You have Joined & rather large brotherhosd. I've Just "celebratedm my
30th yesar of memborship, Much of the time has tesn uficomfertable, but I cite the
durstion ss evidence of a rether high survivsl rste.

Bsck injuries, like women anda friends, are of all difrerent varieties.
Some ere worse than others. I sm fortunste in sharing my 1life witu one not the
woret, ons with which I've besn abls to ccexist once I determined thet, W th a
lifetime to share, 1'd be the master. Since resdhinc fhis conclusion, not s
single thing thet 1've wanted to do has my back kept me from deing,

Last weelk, bending down for a light object, I kickad mipe out agein.
For seversl dayas it wes impossible for me to streignten up, However, T kept up
with oty progrma of thysiesl sctivities, designed, hopefully, to restore some of
the muscles loat in five sedentary yesrs. Although I had to do it sitting down or
kmeeling, I took down two 30-foot trees snd then, without e tractor, dregeed
each 400-500 feet, to where trimming them out would meske leass of 8 mess on khe
place. I do not know that Tsul Bunysn would arprove, snd it must lonk funny, were
one to see a men swinging en axe while Imeeling, sawing while sitting, but the fset
is I did fell the trees.

While I cannnt and do not Pose as an expert on back lajuries, I do
8s=zure you thet some seem ruch worse to begin;with taan taey sctuelly are, I hope
Jours 1s of this character. :

The most difficult thing for me 18 to stend still, in one position, es
before & podium. But I have yet to find the sudiience that resented my sitting while
I eddressed it, as elmost inverisbly 1 have, ’



4nd I do hope, if and when taoe time for swWinging in your campaign
comes, you'll be sble to,

My own output has been slowed somewhat by stretched pad-time and
the physicel activity, but it remaine one of which I do n-¢ shame, Aside from
continuing inquiries snd keeping up with the day-to-day work, I've complated
two books since I waes lasst there. One, which runs not leas than 800,000 words,
ie in the form of sn addition to an earlier one not printed, COUP D'ETAT. Thig
eddition deels with $ae Klng/Ray case alone, Several others, on which the
research is completed, are in various stages of incompletion. My continuing
investigetions have bteen rather fruitful. I think thay hsve produced what nmay
eventuslly prove to be the most useful evidence yet.

If it can be said the ceampgign cen te wetched from jour papers, I
have teen watching it with some interest. 4Aside from my early newspasper ex-
berience, before I cost my first bellot I worked for the Senate, So, I ses
peolitics as othar non~-participants cften do nat. The #eshington Post, while
finding you & very demgerous man, conceeds. For thie work of scholsrship they
assigned their top mixitizut investigative reporter and the upgraded former
chlef of their natikonal desk,

If I can read between the lines accurstely, Chsrlie Vard begen
with the support of the locsl papers tut didn't ilive up to tueir expectations,
Becsuese 1 know, personally - first-hsnd, Laving been told it by .lealey - the
high regard they had for him, I_find the Ststes' endcrsement of Concick
telling me Cherlie is done. 4s 1 read what Conrick says, 1 reach other con-
flusions, snd I sm unimpressed with the protestations of his poverty. He is,

I feel, far from alone and, when he needs the wherewithall, will have it,
probably in the stro#ch, when suddenly he'll hsve the TV money he needs, I
recall s number of elsctions in wnich new technicues were develecped for

bhurting the popular incumbsnt. Two offfthe clessics were nere in laryland.

4 nonentity, Johr Mershall Sutler, got into tie Senste that way on one

occasion. On another, basie chenges were brought stout in the form cf government
of tue county in which I then liwed. L

Connick's, I believe, is non-locsl sponsorship. I velieve I can sntictw
pate some of the lsst minute dirty~work. If it interests you, I csn slways ge
to 8 clear phone in a very short time, ten minutes at most., I do not believe the
NCAC phones need te cleasr, however,

So, I hope you sre feeling well, thst whetever hss happensd %o your
back is not permenent, thet it will not require surgery, snd that you'll have
the last-minute xxxewyy energy for a successful conclusion tn *he campaign,

Good luck and best regerds to all.

Sincerely,

Herold Weisberg



