8/18/69

Dear Jim,

The Ngx Crlesns pepers of the 14th end 15th hsve just srrived end
I've read of the Shoriden deeisien. -

. If it is of velue to you, you mey recall thot ths day I appeared before
the Grend Jury, 4/28/87, 1 went to lunch with Hoke, cam snd “oss. Vhen I returned
thers was s message from Townley, delivered by Iris Nasty who waited for me, that
he'd 1like to film ank interview me, presumesbly for their epeciel. I phoned him,
Lynn drove me there, he d1d film, in & disinterested msnner, ssked me to dinner
7ith him snd,yhen I accepted, tock me to the Roosevelt %o ewait & dinner compenion.
She 1a Judgs Wisdom's borsey dsughter, who just Jamened to hold us up two hours,
We went to Brennan's, whare, having been so long delayed, we srrived just in tike
to be seen (snd speak to) Sheriden whs, by the most netursl of all:the only-nstural
coincidences, just happened to be there, too (snd worikdng with him, of course,
Townley knaw nathing of Sheriden's plans)e. It iz only by coincidence thet Sheriden
this could confitm Townley if there were snytbing Townley were to loter al lege
thet I =seid or told him,

Rick, &8 hed the others, protested you dld nct trust them snd would not
see¢ ithem. When Rick seid this I said 1 hed no doudt he wes under s misapprehension
(88 I hod with the bther three) sni ssked if he wanted me to s8t up a meeting. He
pretoneded enthusiaam when he said he did. I spole—to you atout all four, your saw
the obther thrse, and T‘;ownley never kept his appointment, I was in touch with him
by phone when he didn ¢ show up.

Rick told me he had het stuff for you =nd esked 1f I'Q deliver it. I
sgreed. He asked me to mee$ him 2t Barbesra's., I bed never met her. He gave me the
full treatment in advance, atout how ehe sppsered ko ky but was sclid snd dependable,
whet she said was gospel, ete. This wes the l:et Sundsy in April., She told me the.
story of th: #lleged content of one of Shaw's plsys, the returned war hero who, as
an act of finel dedicetion, kills the President, She wes loaded on Shaw, which made
this ssen credible. I returned to Berbers's with Dick the next night, to t2pe the
ssme atuff, The first night he drove me %o your home, from Berbsra's, sad I told
you this story. H2d you used this =2nd the other thinge on Shew, without checking
them out, it would all heve enmded then. I went i¢ considersble troubles %o check
out what might possidle have resulted in e reccrd, the sex-offsnuss errest in New
York sllegededly under the name of Cleude Clayecott. You will irmedistely recognize
it as merely snother of the undoubted codnecidenses that this cennot be checked out
bedause in those yesrs there were nc central sex-offense records. Bedsuse of his
warm endorsement and the lorge amount of colletersl material Bebbaba had I wes
‘quite willing to believe this. When we got to ycur home, I asked Rick tc come in
with me. There wes then 2 gusrd, who ceme up tc us and he identified himaself. He
declined to go in with me on tha ground it might prove embsrrasaing to one of you.
It was st thia time I esked you %o eee Rick end you im:-distely agreed.

Koither WDEU nor NBC ever used the footage Rick filmed of me and 1 now
doubt they ever intended to. Sheriden hed earlier driven up to my home snd spoken
to me ( & no¥w believe ke made 8 clendestine tape, for he didn't mske one in the
open, to which 1'd have ajreed, end ne extensive notes, if sny, He then sald he'd
be returnéng to film me for his specisl, dbut he never 41d snd I was then lese then

en hour from his Yeehington office. Beceuss his weg 8 "New Orleans” special end he




also knew I nad written OSWALD IN NEY ORIEANS, I do suggest his failure to
interview me and Townlsy's to go into my New Owleans work and evidence is e
fairly clear early sign they did not aave the claimed objectives of free, honest
and open news reporting. :

When I leter returned to New Orlesns, smong those + interviewed
is John George Wyett, who ppent an entire might 8t my motel reom, lesving sbout
5 a.m. I teped everything, with his permission, with the tape reccrder open snd
the switch accessible to him, He laid out the whoie story of whieh you know, the
#ffort by Sheridan to corrupt bim, with Hoke's end Berbers's iu-between roles,
Later, I spoke to both snd each confirmed what he had said of their perts, quite
emphatically. Thie tepe seems to have diseppéared from your office. I believe
this meeting was ig “ovember 1987, shen O in NO hsd just come out. It wes, in fact,
tno full reels of .5 mflar, 5", both sides, # long, long intsrview, Lou msy recall
he produced severel pictures tsken when he worked nn the "Sea Reider™ end promised
me he'd give “ouls others he ned then teken, but he never did because no one kept
efter nin. (My thouzit wee, could this heve becn the beoat Hell ssid he expected to
got in Dellas? He said it was owned by tie kind of man who would heve helped, a
rightist extmmist.) , '

#hen I returned agein, JG erd Morris were working in Baten Houge end
JG Qemurred wien I esked to-get together with nim. I kept eslling him from the
rotel, he kept being too busy to teke the phcne, end finally + hesrd his wife
chiding him sbout not tsliking to me since clearly, I'd be eslling beck until he did.
Reluctantly, he took the phone, end gredusily I wes sble to werm nim up. He then
denied Sheridan, who wes the finest of men %o him, hed anything to do with the
efTort to get him to give felse evidence. de seid it wes that bed Townley, =nd that
when Sheriden kmmw heurd of it, thet noble soul of his rebelled snd he forthwith
smote Townley on the wrist, tut~tutting ss how neither ne nor NBC would every do
mything like that. Bed, bed msn thet Townley, doing all these things, offering
all thet money not his, with no okay froc anybody.Oll, was Sheridan ever @i smsyed
et Terrible Townley snd s8ll those umseemly things he did try snd do! @f this there
i5 & clandestine tape. -

4And then Morris, You mey remember I turned him oz, too, ani for a brief
veriod he was sayin: a fev tuings, until he got bis job in feton Bouge, I am slmost
certein the weckend I Iirst spoke t0 JG. I &m eware of the work he was doing on
the cars tuat led %o hils axrest, for bs told me of it and it kept us from continuing
the irterviews I h:d started. Thet week, when he was srrested in Beton Fouge, JG
celled me from there, full or snger aitdéx errest and selling me how he had been
all wrong sbout Fertin, who jhad poraonmally given him the money to spring Morris.
Fine' men, itnet Pertin. And it just Bappens that no sooner had JG told me CBES Baton
Rouge wae giving bim time to respond to scmething Sheriden is seid to have said,
i spoke by phonse to a Baton “‘cugs reportesr (you have memo}, whe hzd been tipred
oif to &ll cf thi: by Partin, who offered to hold the sppinging of Mprris up until
he could get thers with a photographer. Lco will remember that at this time, when
bhe snd I slore werc in ouis' office, & cell came through from Sargeant Pitcher,.
who wanted to know rhat we know of thess two. I think he gsid they cloimed to be
werking for your office. When SP spoke to me I told him they hed just told me they
were working from the legislstive comulittee.

I atill look forward to the return of those materisl I loened and, no
matter how late, tb the coples of the triel testimony of which I wes promised coples
if you ever got transeripta: Finck, Shaneyfelt, Frazier end sny othar feds. These
are among tk: interrogations for which + primed your people »ith my unpublishaed snd
published work and other things from my files. If there 1s eny you'd like me to
read, I of course would be happy to.

Regarda to everyone,



