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Dear Jim,

As I told Jim Alcock by phone today, Richard Devis phoned me latexx
last night, that conversation ending about midnight our time and again sbout
3:30 a,m., when we spoke until close tomS. I have dubbed these tapes into one
for you. As you will hear, it is with his epprovel, nay, reitereted encouregement.

If you listen to these, end with care, there ere several possibly eon- |

spicuous things: His stories sbout my book sre inconsistent, First he got i;l' o

e f. Chicago, then he got 2 phone call eseveral days e=rlier, possidbly
from Bringuier (he did not demy 1t, made no comment, in fact), urging him to sue
me. Bringuier hss the loftwimsginstion to think in terms of 10,000,000, Note also
that Davis mentioned having spoken to his three lawyers. Also, he repeated that
interviewing him might endenger your case (sgainst Cubens). He slso insisted the
second time on talking to you personelly, no one else, which may be interesting.
In the first call his anxiety wes to spesk to me.

At several point and in several wsys he alludes to & kind of closeneas
to the FBI. In one of these he says the FBI showed him a picture of Shew. This
i1s inconsistent with the official pose that there ere no documents on Shew, and
wes no investigation because there was no resson to investigste him., On another
occasion he says he met Manuel Gercia Gonzalez end Juliasn Biznedo at e party
with Shaw then he sgye it was not at & perty. He plso seys he reprrted Show's
allegad pro-Cestro comnent to the FBI snd repeated he signed s statement the
day after the party. He epells the word "signed” out twice. Then he says the FEI
was to see him the day after the essessinatiog. ¥hy? Then he hae sn FBI friend
who moved to Houston when he moved to Houston. The FBI has been to see him
frequently. They wanted to know. about five monthe sgo, or about the time we
got interssted in the ®inutemen, publicly, whether Osweld hed sny conunection with
the Minutemen, to his knowledgs (. ow would he have known unless he a)hsd & close
associetion with Oswald or b) had one with the Minutemens He knew nothing of the.
,"1nntemen, if you believe him, until the New York reids, mhich esre very recent.
Not through his camp or eny of those there {"head hunters"). ' R

However, what he says is so in conflict with the officiel story I dc hope
1t winde up under oath. Either he will then be & perjurer or the federasl people,
particularly the attorney g-nersl who is so utterly opposed to interference in
the legel matters of the States, will be wuite embarrassed. And, I think Tom will
.. confirm, there is no indicetion of any FEI report of an interview with him about

eny of these things, partocularly sny report of sn interview with him November 23,
1963, There are things he says he told the FBI not in the cemp report, but thet
is not unlikely, as there are things he told Gurvich (whose tepe recorder didn't
work just that time ) thet sre not in his report. The"enough clues" on the loca-
tion of his cemp also are not in the report.

‘He esys he met Oswald, end told the FEI ebout it. No report.

He ineists my book turned him on { to his lswyers:) end therefore, he msde
the decision you are okay and "I heve decided that I have informetion that should
be out," He may here have been referring only to his camp (and he keeps referring
to it es "his"), but on the other hend, he slsom said, "I know every Cubsn in
your book and know him well" (He also lmew Ferrie well end Banister, and pretends




neither is importent.)

"The thing thet hes 8lways puzzled me is who is the mm that was with
Ogwald", His description is close to that Douglas Jones gave me of the men, not
Oswald, who picked up the literature, pantieuier in what I asked him, height
and veight (see my memo on this). He says he saw tbis msn, and not his descrip-
tion of how the men seemed to be slert to the presence of a cemera. Somewhere
else I noted this observetion, snd someone in New Orlesns told me Devis was there.
He says the picture wes in that day's Stetes-Item, which, Mhink is unlikely,
but the next morning's Times.Picayune or that dsys Ststes not unllkely.

0f Gercia snd Buzned, ke Xmows how they fii:in tLe picture.

He knows and would like to talk sbout what happened to the Cubasn refugees
in New Orleens from 1961 until well efter the sssasasinstion.

He knows Arcacha, mekes & futile effortbte defend him end scknowledges
he has forfelted his right to be considered decent, heard from Arcacha all sbout
the raid end what was gotten, and if you will notice, who told Arcachas about it
end who it belonged to.

: He he2d sn average of 27 men in his csmp, end he insiste no one knew about
it. Which makes more ofm & coincidence thgt Oswald offersd to trein men in New
."Orleans, and that Davis knew about Oswald & visit to Bringuler within 8 hours.
Why should snyone heve suspectsd Oswald before the litersture ploy. He indicates
;+Quiroge told him.

The bit about his "head hunters™ arresting the sheriff is wild!
Note I ssked him nothing about the Cathrlic Welfare bit.

He knew thst Ferrlie ssis he was willing to fly over Cubse to bomd Fastro,
presumesbly the pereon, but thet he doesn't believe Ferrie would do more thesn
talk. ’ .

Inadvertently, I cut him off when he was telk ng ebout proof thst Ogwald
had been in New York with the FPCC., Ian't it strenge thet he confesses the :
relationship I found obvious from the FBI lenguage, with the New York police eaid,
if you listen cerefully, the ccmpsny. When I gquesticned him about the policy
chenge about which I told you last April, note that he repeeted he was told 1t
by sgents, eveded, as I recall with some uncomfortableness, when 4 pinpointed
the date, seid finslly thet he was told by the "compeny" and then rapidly
"corrected” himself.

I £ind it interestingxthst Shaw, the firend of fescists, would tell e men
he_hed every resson to believe hated Castro that Castro was-Jesus-like. I cennot
believe thet ijs) this heppened it was a reflection of Shsw's belief,

He pret?@s to % nothing about Feneque (I think I recsll s chenge in
his voice when’I>asked questions) and 1little e2bout Betiste (yet he also told
me he was to have beesn the MIC political man in the government in exile if the
Bay of Pigs succeeded), the men whose camp he ran (end elsewhere he indiceted
thet this really was not the MDC camp, thet he hed other bacherj. I find the
rlsn to lose these men in the Guetemelan gungle sn interestinf way of preparing
them to liberste Cuba, That mskes sense only 1f they were to be dropped in an
uninhebited, overgrown asres of “ube, which ig not coneistent with their joining
the underground but is consistent with their #ntire independence, li%e for sn
assassination,

He hes documents which I shall soon esk him for. I'1l phone him tomorrow




if I cen. This cennot go out until tomorrow night at the earliest snd I'1l then
include anything that might develop. Assuming we are not snowed in sgain., It was
snowing hard st dusk,

Eis first identificstion of Shaw was ss Bertrand, waich he then denied.
Txie msy, of course, meen nothing,

When I ren out of tape we were talking sbout the cepability of Cubens for
sscassinstion, and his belief they have no such cepebilit (rather unique in
1ight of Letin history end well-sauthenticated pessions). ~e told me that more
véolently engry that the Oubans over the Bay of Pigs were the “CIA Americans®,
Later I asked him if he considered them capable of the gssassinstion snd suffic-
iently motiveted snd he said "yes", adding they could keep their mouths closed
where Latins couldn't. In this missed pert he elso mede e comment on whet whoever
hed phoned him had told him ebout me, thet I must be well heeled becsuse I stsyed
at the Founteinbleau, where he estimeted the daily room charge would be about
$35.00 a day but he =sid thet meant nothing becsuse you psid for 1t snd it cost
you only sbout six, I seid the room was {13.00 snl wculd he caere to see the
record and. he dropred that. It is not posesible to deduce from this thst I was
being carefully watched, but if thet is not the case, then 1t wuld seem thet
there 18 still close lisson between the Cubsns, only about three of whom I told
vhere I was steying.

Apd he ie the third who wents me to help him with e booke & guess I cen
open & Cyben literery sgency.

~ He emphesizes his reluctence to go to New Urleans because of the adverse
effect 1t could have on his partner snd his busine ss yet seys thet whet I esy
of him in New Orleans would delight bis partner. I think his reluctehbe moy be
closer releted to the grend jury.

Also enclosed are 8 clipping from & Peul Scott column I think you should
read carefully i1f it is unknown to you (Alcock was unewere of it), with & brief
note upon which I cen enlarge, most of a letter from Hel Verb, and e rough
transeript of Kerry Thornley's interview in Tempa ten daya agp, I am getting the
tapo from which 1+ ns prepared if you a4 like 11;.

: ‘One of my: sources tells me that the company 15 quite concemed about the
sontent of Photographic Whitewassh and the limited mention i of its contents I
heve sired in Washington. Singling this out, of all the things I've said, indi-
cates to me thet the operating level 1s veory worried about whet is s:1d ebdut the
operating level. I have applied myself to them rother often and they heve a
standing order for my apneersnces, recorded.

Sincerely, -

o T R T

Frer e o i




