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. By Drew Pearson
and Jack Anderson

President Johnson’s attitude

“toward the war in Vietnam has

hardened. In the past he has
said again and again that the
United States would be willing
to halt the bombing in the

north if Hanoi would makej

an ygesture of de-escalation in
return, But this no longer
true.

News from the battlefronfs
has been so encouraging thiit
the President has decided he
will not order a halt to .
bombing or make any other
major concession without
equivalent action by Nbrth
Vietnam.

On the surface the Upited
States will still appear gager
to consider peace feeler§, but

will avoid giving fuel
at home and abroad.

rash of truce ball ns being

sent up from Hanoi ‘Paris and|’

Algiers.

One new specific goal of
the President is to clear the
Communists out of  the Me-
kong Delta before any truce
talks start. This is the food
factory of South Vietnam, and
if the Vietcong were left in
control, they would retain

tremendous power over the
Saigon government after the
fighting ceases.

Further, the President now
has information that the

bonibing of h Vietnam. is|D.
hyfrting mukh more than|.

pst of his mili-

manpower and }
strains resourcq

naterials. and
whiqh other-

for Hanoi’s

growing willinfiness. to soften
its terms for #ace talks, The
lessening of R#d China’s om-
nipotence in North Vietnam,

of course, is g

- In any evenl it was signif-

icant’ that thql White House |

t§e chances for
k stronger. The
simply - noted
kogave been true

; 3% was taped,

but that it no longer was,’

New ‘Orleans Plot

In judging the alleged  new
discoveries in New Orleans of
a Kennedy assassination plot,
you should remember that Jim
Garrison, the District Attor-
ney, is a probable candidate
for higher office in Louisiana.

It also should be noted that
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cfled to be one|

’ibuild a new

LBJ Hardens Vietnam Tall; Terms Rt

Garrxson estimated that ar-
rests would be “months and
months away.” That could take
him up to the time of Louisi-
anas pnmary election cam-

Whether he actually has im-
portant evidence remains to be
seen, but there’s no question
that almost - everybody in
Louisiana is now talking about
him. And if "his investigation|}
proves & dud, he can always
claim that somebody “higher
up” was to blame.

But if 'hé does have credible

new evidence, there’s no ques-|"-

tion that it should be brought
out, - :

aire Los Ang@les oil man, is
raising aro

sion_ for Gov. éagan of Cali-

Reagan's cam

wants from

It may well that all Sal-
vatori wants isfor Rengan to
follow . right-wihg . polides "If]
so, the’ new vernor is cer-
tainly ‘confo:

d.
He ‘has nowfappointed Nor-|j

man Livermord of the Pacific
Lumber Compahy in charge of
state resources. Instead of pro-
tecting’ the ' California red-
woods, Livermore will be more
inclined to cut them down.
Reagan has . appointed John
Montgomery, a cattleman, as

d1rector of state welfare Hxs'

Ty

J

experience with cattle hardly
qualifies him as an expert ih-
human welfare problems. Rea-

your own po.
with foo mu

ticians get away '
gh, consider the
Sam Yorty. of'~'
| most: jv.mketmg i®

’s§cheduled to; 2.
to thé Philippfes, Hong Kon

g Los Ange}
The mayor his taken 15 ion >
eign trips since he was elected.’
On Jan. 18, the Los: Angele;
City Council voted him an: gdv s
ditional $50,000 for expens
so he still ‘could show Reb:
Adam Clayton Powell a ﬁw
tricks. . - I
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