cARL T. ROWAN

- Dismaying Spectaglg Lj_ \ e‘g Orleans

* The New Orleans investiga-
tion into the assassination of

-exercises in American hisory.
A1t may also be among the
.most irresponsible. .
; sttrict Atty. Jim Garrison
been poking around for
months among & weird collec-
tion of queers, oddballs, no-
goodmksand blicityhounds
. trying ‘to tie together the case
- for an assassination yplot that
he claimed he solved
months ago.
* A few str
*including the’ t.hofhis 4
: character,” have given Gi

,,eonsome &ontrpageheadlines

o wim to the conspiraced -
ueye es’n "
cy whose veracity
questionable

. he contradi himself,

duced one solid fact to dis- §

prove the Warren Commis-

:sion’s cohclusion that Lee Har-

vey Oswald alone murdered
Kennedy.

tBut Garrison has not pro-

:_.President

- 'The dismaying thing about

:the New Orleans spectacle is

.-that . Garrison can-roll along
"for months more without

. producing any facts. Millions

is- made -
the fact that

le seize eagerly every:
uglgegupmorofsome

John n '»‘plottokillKennedyAndthe
surely . one most bizarre - prominent the
"linkedtotheallegedplot,ﬂle
‘more “wide-eyed
the suckers become.

and gullible
. Garrison “seems to’ have

become

recent dsysthathiscollectlon
of New Orleans small-fry just
wasn't adding up to the bomb-
shell that he had promised.
But the loquacious D.A. has
been reading the pers,

newspa
so he knew what the public -
vmldbuyasampegoat.

the Federal Bureau ot Investi-
tio ve the

; god
headlinee away from Alvln R.
Beauboeuf, who had charged

‘that one of Garrison’s investi-
gators tried both to bribe and

blackmail him into testifying

that he had heard a New -

_ doubt
when he charges the CIA and

group conspmng to

Garrlson boasted weeks ago
that anyone who bets against
him “will lose.,” It seems
pretty clear that no matter
which way his “investigation
goes, the Umbed States will

'If, to this reporter’s sur- |
prise, he proves the existence
of aplotthsttheFBIandCIA
tried to cover up, the damage
to this nation is obvious. We
would heve, and ‘deserve, the
coutempt of the  entire civil-
‘world. :
But even if Garrison’s

" investigation fizzles out as just
another andiose publicity
gimmick an overly ambi-
tious politician, the seeds of
and suspicion will
ted in the

. prepared always to believe the
' Some Amencans and mll-

o _ lions of foreigners will go on

believing that the sinister CIA
and

blocnd Garrison from the
truth to keep him from expos-
-ing the depths of America’s
decadence. -

Garrison has bpoeuaed‘
certain FBI agents. He :
“"edly has-also ClA

Director Richard Helms, who
is . asked to produce ‘what .
Garrison claims ‘is a photo-

- graph of Oswald and a burly
- ~Cuban in front of the Cuban

embassy in Menco City in the

born of long-nom-ished doubts
and susplcwns \
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