DA HERE LAUNCHES FULL
' JFK DEATH ‘PLOT’ PROBE

" ~8o read the banner headlme: AmThe
-, States-Item five yehrs:: ago”“today,
i breaking a story that atiracted world-
wide attention and then lgnommxously
" petered out.

Now and then a loose end will reap-
¥ pear, such as one day last menth. when
a New York physician got a lo& ‘at

the cloistered photos of the

3

g”

Ty dled in the garly moming hours of
March 1, 1989, ¥ ‘¥ jury acquitted
dy L. Shaw o aeharge of congpiring
o 'l! the Presidedt"

opposnte view, that Garrison,: by stak-
halire reputation of his investigation
; 00 the gailt or innocence. of SHaw, ef-
ely destroyed the credibility. of all
Commission critics, forever en-

i of the fedoral government in
its savolvelwent in the assassination of
the president and its supression of the

sy records and made momentary‘ head- ,

"But oue could make a case fql‘ the

k4 that controversial docmnent :

3 ion's view as expressed in hls‘ .
;;gﬁb 0k, A Hemagu of Stone”, (Put-
nas's 19700 {¢ thal “to misconstrue
dict i “the Shaw acquittal) as an -

e Kenne Yy

i evxdence would be a serious mistake

- We saw the vergdict as pointing up
the Impossibility of presenting an espi-
onage case in an American court of
law. The burden of proof is too heavy
for the state to carry. The average
American juror knows little about espi-
onage . ..”

ESPIONAGE? One has to be well
into Garrison's logic to figure where
the espionage comes in. There was no
testimony about espionage at the Shaw
trial. The state’s inabiliiy to introduce
such evidence destroyed its case, Gar-
rison says. -

How did a csse that once had the
world's news media beating on our
door get reduced o quibbling about
espionage  and rules of evidence and
autopsy reports? It is difficult even
now {o see it in perspective. But here’s
how the story unfolded:

One could date the origins of the tale
fram Oct. 18, 1939, when a boy named
Lee Harvey Oswald was born here,
After an unhappy childhood in which

he was shunted in and out of arphan- .

ages and tq various members of his
family, be attended Warren Easton

High school and was part of a Civil -

AirPatrnlunRinwhidhhemaynr
may not have met & man named David:
W. Ferrie, y

i

OSWALD ENTERE) the US. Ma--

rine Corps in 1956, beginning a bizarre
chain of events that was to lead him to
Dallas on that fateful Ndv. 22. His
travels took him to the Soviet Union

. and back to the U.S., with atiother

period of - residence in New Orleans
from April, 1962, until September, 1963.
From this period sprang the Garrison
investigation.

Oswald was arrested in Dallas short-
ly after Kennedy was shot and two days
later was shot down himself in a Dal-
las police station by nightclub snerator

Jack Ruby. Mennwhile, in' New Or-
leans, Ferrie was srrested 72 hours

afterthaassasdnaﬁonhocausehehad
-made a mysterious. trip to Texas and
- back that week. He' was questioned '

" and ‘released. Ferrie ,was found dead
7, five days afier the Garrl- .

Story by
JACK WARDLAW

November, 1968 .
He launched an lnvestigatxon whicl
.remained under cover until Feb. 17,
when The States-Item disclosed it in a
copyrighted story by Jack Dempse}_i,
Rosemary James and David Snyder.

THH; ATTENTION of the national
and onal press was attracted,
but the reporters sent in had consider:

" able trouble ' analyxing the situation

and were abou? ready o give up. when

" Perrie spiced hings up by mysterious-

ly dropping dead. (The death was from
natural causes, it later was ruled.)
Garrison dropped his next bombshell
March 1 by arresting Shaw, a respect-
ed businessman. There followed a sen-
sational preliminary hearing which re-

- sulted:in Shaw being bound over for

triakmhuzlhgheldupthetml :

. fae early two years, but it finally oc-
~’:cumhhdswv was lcnmd March

1, 1y




. Lattimer- said the st Lulics,
which pussed through the president’s
body, €i¢ so at & distinctly down-mard

i affair. thet -angle, much more. so than showm it
B kmhr;llm };‘!‘f;‘; . {he drawings released with the Warren
Gt m’ai'eﬁ' DY TReport.In order for’ the assassin to
Coe Varren Commissiin | have shot from the front, he said, he
: with bis Show charges would have had to have been squatting
) . . on the floor of the car in front of
AS YT #ERSL sinerged, Garuison's . Kennedy.
adew of the asspscination was that it The second wound, which kilied i
gy engineerer by a comb_matxon of president, he sall was shown by the
¢ siles unhappy over the Kenne- photos {0 be definitely an entry wound,
tration’s lack of © proving it also came from the rear.
uring the Shaw trial;,.then assistant
Vgt Afty, Alvin V. Oser contended
wers. three gunmen firing at
dy, at Jewek two of them in front -
xfdghm, and that the {fatal wound was
sfiicted from the front.

[HE MATTER of the shits coming
from tha front ‘was central lo Garri-‘:;i

- gofy shout the events in Deglley =

: Tha Shaw charges were central

thedds that there was & New.

mspk' L Taken to-
Sec#s verda aad Dr. Lot

was Nol
there war:

oy

EE

1 Ogwald up.to in New -

if fired from the rear,

ingle: bul - hgve passed

' ! bidly . wounded
y?

It is now
ever know.

*s College of B
geots, said the photogrs
any doubt completely™ about
ity of fys Warren Commissin’s
sicr izt Qswald fived both the shots
- that surnethe prosident. L R

‘e ME 4GREED with Garrison only on -
the peint that the Warren Commis-

sion’s cxperts shouid have consulted
tha record. before reaching their con-

PRI

Jim Gurrison ]

—JAMES PHELAN, the writer who 41
the Saturday Evening Post exposed the
famous “Sciambra memorandum” iz °

“now '@ Key' figure: ;i the Howard
- Huglies-Clitford:Trving scandal. Assis!-
*unt DA Andrew “Mumu” Sciambra tp-
. terviewed. the state’s’ key witness.in

the Shaw trial; Perry Raymond Russo,
extensively and wrote Gazrii%?fa

“memo wiihout. mentioning Shaw, Phe-
" 1ah revealed. Testifriony subseq'u_‘egtly

‘substantiated this. . :

-+ Shaw still'hes. a-damage sult p ”dmg

gainst  Gartison -and ‘the U. ®-Su-
e, “still, has not rulgd on
er Gaglion can prosecyleshaw
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