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‘ (Editor’s Note: In one of the most picturesque and

: historic of American cities a bizarre chapter in the story
of assassination of President Kennedy is boiling up more
than three years after the fact. District Attorney Jim
Garrison, a flamboyant and sometimes sensational figure
in New Orleans politics has started a new invutiaatlon of
what he calls “The Conspiracy” which preceded the actual
assassination. UPI asigned a five-man reporting team to

_ put- together a comprehensive aasessment of Garriaons
probe. This is their report.) .,
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NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 24 (UPI)-—On Nov. 25, 1968, a man
named W_gwk a trip to San Francisco which cost the
taxpayers of New Orleans $933. That {rip, three years and thres
days after the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in
Dallas, helped bring to light one of the strangest sequels to the -
assassination ever graced by official ss.nct.ion
Louis Ivon was on the busi- T
ness of Dist. Atty. Jim Garri-
son, & combative prosecutor
given to conservative dress and
‘gaudy style.

Garrison was embarked on
an investigation of what he
later came to call “The Con-
spiracy”—an alleged plot
against Kennedy's life in New
A Orleans in the months before
3 the actual - assassination, an
; alleged plot somehow over-
looked by the Warren Com-
‘| mission,
“I accepted the Warren
Commission report until last
November, when out of curi-
osity. I began reading and
studying the case,” he said.
. Later he talked it over with
"1U.8, Sen. Russell B. Long, D-
La., the Senate Democratic
) Whip, and the son of Louisiana
i|Gov. Huey Long, who himself
i | was assassinated in'1936. Long
.| told him he had his own doubts
about the Warren report, no-
‘ltably the *“sequence-of firing”
ijof the shots that killed Ken-
{|nedy Nov. 22, 1863, in Dallas, -
a0 " SOLE ASSASSIN
§ !| The Warren Commission had
& .|concluded that Lee Harvey
'|Oswald, whom it said the evi-
i|dence indicated was the sole
| assassin, fired three shots from
This bolt-action mall-order rifle
‘|in a time period which could
‘|have been as short as 438
5 'seconds.
Working with his own staff
and 10 -police officers per-
manently assigned to him, Gar-
rison started his probe in
silence. .
Bv Christmas, 1966, Qa-rrl-
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DAVID LEWIS
.. Feared for his life .

.{expense entry showed up. In-

. | tants, Investigators, and even &
i {member of the Florida Parole

- |Russell W. Buekholt, made sub-

"|figure popped up—David W,
disnifSsed TTOm,

iJob as an Eastern Air Lines|
- {pllot. ‘His hair and eyehrows!

~ Inside Story of JFK ‘P lot”

son let Louisiana Gov. John J.;
M:Keithen in on his doubts
about the Warren report and
; |bis plans to investigate. Mc-
- Kelthen kept it under his hat.
- | Garrison asked for no help.
Otherwise the investigation
| proceeded in mecrecy for about
_[three months. But Louls Ivon’s
trip was & matter of public
.| record, and the records of such
trips began piling up, Reporters
-|started digging into them, and
asking questions. On Feb. 17—
a week ‘ago today—the New
Oé;l?m States-Item broke the

OTHER TRIPS
Every few days, starting with

"{Ivon’s trip to San Prancisco,

the States-Item said, another

vestigator olz went to
Miami on Dec. 2. assis-

and Probation Commission,

sequent trips.
Then a strange and pa.thetlc

49, once
an Ohio ry as unfit to
be a priest and fired from his

once were buined off in an ex-
plosion and ke wore & red tou-|
pee and false eyebrows.

Ferrle was mentioned several
times in the Warren report but
cleared of any complicity in
the assassination after it was
revealed he was in New Or-
leans when Kennedy was killed
in Dallas and his airplane ap-
parently would not even fly.
Ferrie shed some more light

on Garrison’s prob
“Supposedly I ha.ve been
ged as the getaway pilot in
n elaborate plot to kill Ken-
T o
n as, Dist. Atty. Hen:
Wade, who agrees with thtZ
Warren Commission conclu-
sions, said he knew of nothin
substantial on Ferrie.
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“Rumors were flylng around
that he (Oswald) was supposed -
go to an airport and some-
y was supposed o fly him .

y (after the assassination),

ut as far as I know, there was
othlng but rumors,” . Wade

Ga.n'lson said nothing when
the first disclosure of the in-
vestigation was made. Then he
began to talk. He held several "
news conferences in repid suc- tion of President I;ennedy

-— three Then he sald:
::ﬁg! lost- Saturday «1 have 1o reason to believe

spec inally; Oswald killed anybody in Dal-
}x)::ir?;:’nsatlogaif t::: ﬂfw last, |28 on Nov. 22, » He offered no
“It’s very possible that such elaboration .on that -startling
an. investigation is being con- statement or any. indication of
W'" the district attorney what, 1f any, evidence he based
seld Fridey. e " interest mounted in Ga-
mgn nﬂ?:paperys’ ?:r %mf;g vison’s” " lhvestigation, - new
the story. They had created|"2ms cameto light.
“ohstructions” Garrison  said, mlms FOR.LIFE

“in gathering the relevant "Mli_vgs%.lr -28, & bag-
{facts.” : gage handler a. bus station
o who said he used to be a pri-| .
Iater Saturday, he went vate detective, said he knew of| :

‘FIND THE MEN’

further.. The investigation five -persons .involved in “The

would result in arrests, charges

and “convictions obtalned*  l,¢ he feared for his life.
By Monday, he was talking|" wsiore was @ plot,” he sald.
about a conspiracy, and two

y alling “I know ‘about it, and I know
ﬁ“&:ﬁm he would be c the People who were involv

“All we want to do is find| After Ferrle’s death, Lev is
| disappeared,. bit showed up in

the men involved in the assassi- 5
Garrison’s office yesterday, be-
nation of President Jchn F. ing interviewed,for telévision
Kennedy and we are going to,”| N g :

he said. % a convict in}-
"Thé the Lo na State Prison, was
re will also be, again said to be a major;info nﬁant. .

in my judgment, convictions . :
of Individuals for being acces- N’““gdl was ftransft;rregi tatt:
sorles after the-fact, for hav-|hew. Orieans from the &

the conspiracy and withhold- against attempts on his life.

ting it.”
On Wednesday - the “strange

figure with the red wig and
false eyebrows, ‘David W.

cell in-the county prison. '
TURN FPACTS OVER

frame apartment house in an n, said Garrison
upper-middle class neighbor-
heod of New Orleans.

. Garrison called it apparent

forfederal: authorities.
Garrisén dedlined,

suffered a cerebral hemorrhage| In”‘Washinglon, the Justice
caused when a congenitally| Depal
weak blood vessel ruptured ab{¥
the .base of the brain. Bub
whether this was triggered by
something else—possibly drugs
—would not be known for a
week. n Commission and disproved.

At any rate; it put the seal| - What hds Garrison got? -

Id.. by Washington sources

lcity in a plot were thor-

to what Garrison was now| In the opinibn of many, lit- ;

tle or nothing.

Whatever Garrison has or

saying publicly.’
' . ‘WAS INVOLVED’

“The apparent sulcide of|does not have, it has made him|.

David Ferrie ends the life of{the most talked-about district
a man who, In my judgment,|attorney in the'country. And it
was one of history’s most im-|has not Hurt what some observ-

portant individusls,” Garrison ers. consider a' possibility that|:

said. hé is maneuvering to run for
“Evidence developed by our|Lieutenant Governor in 1968.
office had long since confirmed

that he was involved in events NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 24|

Conspiracy,” $hat he had given| .
the names - to Garrison, and|’

onldwtum over: anything ‘he| -

suicide, The coroner aald Ferrle|leads*become 1dsh among truck- |

ent and the FBI would] ;
ncrcom.nent But UPI was| .

t- Ferrie and.his possible|:
hly investigated by the War-|

;ulminating in the assassing-|(AP)--A “conspiracy mve_stl-§

-y
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Fach statement was more at this time that Lee Harvey :

ing substantial - knowledge of prison, presumsbly to guard|

- But he declined to be moved to| .
ing it and in other ways abet- even greater saféty in a private|

Ipﬁ"g’ ‘Loulsjana counterpart| *
Ferrié, was found dead in his|in the House, Rep. Hale Boges, -
apartment in & two-story Dal.@,,,q,mem gr of the Warren

. assassination of Presldent. Ken-

gation” tund has been crea

by New Orleans: buslnessmt:g
to. underwrite Dist. Atty, Jim
Garrison’s pledge to prove that
there was a conspiracy in the

: nedy.

"It would amount to &

blank
check that would pay the cost.
of the investleatlon for months
and even years." one of the
..\;-.

businessmen sponsors ;a.!d “We
are prepared to back Jim Gar=- .
rison all the: wayv vies ﬁve years

“he prime mover behmd the B
fund taising is JosephiM Rault -
Jr., president of Rault Petro<
leum Corp, of. New Orleans. .

Rault con,tlrmed ‘thie fund'
existence, but, decllned to. xlvo

.any dollar amount.
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