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The Baffling 

Aspects of 

'Plot' Death 

d 

denly walked into Garrison's 
office after having reportedly 
left his home in feir. He was 
David F. Lewis, 26, who has 
been linked to Garrison's in-
vestigation. He •was said -to 
have asked Garrison whether 
"I should leave town." 

1 	

Lewis, a. f reight agent, 
claimed to have met Lee 
Harvey Oswald in New Or-
leans four times and claims 

Times-Post Service 

New Orleans 
The death of a some-

time airline pilot involved 
in the district attorney's 
investigation of Pr es i-
dent Kennedy's assassina-
tion remained as mysteri-
ous yesterday as the 
inquiry itself. 

Whether paarisLIAL...Ear-
r died by suicide or nat- 
ral cause, his death 

stands out as a macabre 
note in an already bizarre 
situation. 

The investigation has pro-. 
duced promises of arrests 
and convictions from District 
Attorney Jim Garrison, but 
so far little in concrete re-
sults. Garrison blames the lo-
cal press for tipping his 
hand. The 1st clearly ex-
pects him to fall on his face. 

'SUICIDE' 
Yesterday, 	Garrison 

mysteriously announced to 
newsmen that "for reasons I 
can't go into, there is no 
question" that Ferrie's death 
was a suicide. 

And in another part of the 
Criminal Court Building, Or-
leans parish coroner Nicho-
las Chetta virtually ruled out 
the possibility of murder. 

The coroner said he could  

still establish no more than 
that Ferrie, whom Garrisori 
said he planned to arrest 
next week, died of a cerebral 
hemmorhage — a ruptured 
blood vessel at the base of 
the brain. 

CONFLICT 
While the district attorney 

blamed the death on "some-
thing taken internally," the 
coroner said that no drugs 
:ould have caused the hem 
norhage, except perhaps by 
':ausing a violent retching 
reaction that might have rup-
lured the blood vessel. 

In still another odd 
development, a self-
described private eye sud- 

See Page 16, Col. 1 

From Page 1 to know the names of four or 
five persons involved in the 
alleged plot to kill President 
Kennedy. 

DISAPPEARANCE 
But he told reporters yes-

terday that Ferrie was not 
one of these persons. He was 
immediately whisked off into 
an elevator by an employee 
of Garrison's office before he 
could say another word. 

The elevator doors closing 
upon him seemed to ring  

doen the curtain on yes-
terday's events in the baf-
fling investigation. - 

Garrison ordered his in-
quiry last fall, a few weeks 
after his public image as 
"the Perry Mason of New 
Orleans" went into declipe. 

In a move sharply crit-
icized by 'the, Metropolitan 
Crime Commtision, Garrison 
won a pardon for a Bourbon 
Street stripper, Linda Bri-
gette, whom he described as 
"an unjustly convicted moth-, 

10 CENTS 0420. GArfield 1-1111 

GI 16 SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, Friday, February 24, 1967 FHE**  

The 'Plot' Death--New 
Elements of Mystery 



Conflicting Testimony 

On Ferrie-Oswald Link 
a 

Washington 	 • 
Documents in the Na-

tional Archives'diselosed 
yesterday that Jack S. 

' Martin of New Orleans, 
the man who linked Lee 
Harvey Oswald and David 
W. Ferrie, had admitted to 
the Secret Seryice and 
the FBI that his story was 

lie.  
e r r 	WhO Was found 

dead WedneidaY; was a Ma-
/jor figure in an investigation 
by New OM eathis' District 
'ttorney James -Garibion of .rsn alleged igotto:-agassinate 

esident Ketniady,,Thei Dis-
'Wet Attorney bas promised 
'Sensational revelations -and 
arrests. He insists the al-
leged plot was hatched in 
New Corleans, 

STORY' 
Martin told Garrison *Mort-

ly al t e r the assassination .  
that Ferrie km* swat d, 
that be trained 'hiin M -the 
use of 'rifles 'With telescopic  

sights, and that Ferrie had 
Visited Dallas about two 
weeks before the assassina-
tion of the President Nov. 22, 
1963. 

Soon thereafter, Martin 
swore in separate statements 
to FBI and Secret Service 
agents that his tale was a fig 

Jnent of his imagination. 
• On the•, night of Nov. 29, 
1903, two Secret Service 
agents;. Anthony E.1 cierrets 
and 'Min W. Rice,' fh t e r-
viewed' Martin "at length," 
in his apartment in New Or- 

,REPORT 
Theirreport (states: 
'Martin, who has every 

appearance of being an al; 
coholic, admitted during the 
interview that he Suffers 
from lelephonitis' when 
drinking and that it was dur-
ing one of his drinking bouts 
that he telephoned Assistant 
Dtstrict Attorney Herman S. 
Kohlman and told him this 
fantastic story about. David 

Ferrie being in-
volved with Lee Harvey Os-. 
wald. 	• 

',111e said he had heard on 
television that Oswald had at 
one time been active in the 
Civil Air Patrol and had later 
'heard that Ferrie had been 
h i s squadron commander. 
Martin stated that Ferrie 
was well known to him;` that 
he recalled having seen rifles 
In Ferrie's home and also re-
called that Kohlman (who 
had been a newspaper repor-
ter 'previously) had written 
an article on Ferrie and that 
Ferrie had been a Marine 
and had been with the Civil 
Air Patrol. 

"Martin stated that after,  
turning all these thoughts 
over in his mind, he had tel-
ephoned Herman S. Kohlman 
and had told his story as 
though it was based on facts 
rather than  on his im-
agination." 

New York Times 


