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Jim

 G
arrison:. T

ried to prove plot to kill JFK
 

B
y M

ich
ael D

orm
an

 
,•- 

F
lam

boyant form
er prosecutor Jim

 G
arrison —

re-
- 

--w
iled by som

e as a charlatan , lion
ized

 b
y oth

ers as 
nurturer of the flam

e of truth in the John F
. K

ennedy 
 assassin

ation
 —

 d
ied

 yesterd
ay at h

is N
ew

 O
rlean

s 
hom

e. 
H

e w
as a m

onth short of 71, and he died as he had 
lived

 —
 w

ith
 a h

in
t of m

ystery. A
lth

ou
gh

 it w
as • 

know
n he had been ill for m

onths, the nature of the 
illness w

as not disclosed. 
' B

u
t lon

gtim
e frien

d
 an

d
 coron

er D
r. F

ran
k

 M
in

-
yard said G

arrison died of natural causes. 
1
1
  ' G

a
rriso

n
 w

a
s a big m

an, 6-foot-7 inches tall, w
eigh-

g w
ell m

ore than 200 pounds, and w
as nicknam

ed 
' "the Jolly G

reen G
iant." H

e had a boom
ing voice and 

an ego as big as L
ouisiana. H

e served 12 years as the 
_ 1  N

ew
 O

rlean
s d

istrict attorn
ey an

d
 later served

 an
-

, oth
er 12 years as a ju

d
ge of L

ou
isian

a's F
ou

rth
 C

ir-
cult C

ourt of A
ppeals before he retired in 1991. 

H
e retu

rn
ed

 to th
e p

u
b

lic lim
eligh

t late last year 
w

ith the release of O
liver Stone's m

ovie, "JF
K

," in 
w

hich K
evin C

oatner played G
arrison in w

hat m
any 

41"11,, 

A
P Photo 

Jim
 G

arrison 

•
 

contended w
as a fanciful account of attem

pts to prove a 
conspiracy w

as responsible for K
ennedy's assasaina-

tion. T
he m

ovie w
as based in part on G

arrison's book, 
"O

n the T
rail of the A

ssassins," describing his investi-
gation of the K

ennedy case. T
he m

ovie ironically cast 
G

arrison him
self in the role of the late C

hief Justice 
E

arl W
arren, w

hose investigating com
m

ission found 
no evidence of a conspiracy in the assassination. - 

G
arrison

 b
egan

 in
vestigatin

g th
e assassin

ation
 

sh
ortly after K

en
n

ed
y w

as sh
ot to d

eath
 N

ov. 22, 
1963. A

ll he had at the outset w
as a native suspicion 

and inform
ation that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, K

ennedy's 
presum

ed killer, had spent the previous sum
m

er in 
N

ew
 O

rleans. H
e assem

bled a bizarre aggregation of 
w

itnesses in an attem
pt to prove that a N

ew
 O

rleans 
business executive nam

ed C
lay Shaw

 had taken part 
in an assassination conspiracy. 

W
h

en
 S

h
aw

 cam
e to trial on

 w
h

at m
an

y argu
ed

 
w

ere tru
m

p
ed

-u
p

 ch
arges, on

e of th
ese w

itn
esses 

show
ed up at the courtroom

 w
earing a toga. A

sked to 

P
lease see G

A
R

R
ISO

N
 on P

age 123 



Jim
 G

arrison; P
robed JF

K
 C

onspiracy 
G

A
R

R
IS

O
N

 from
 P

age 7 

identify him
self, he said: "Julius C

aesar." A
nother 

w
itness, a psychiatrist, testified he fingerprinted his 

daughter each tim
e she cam

e hom
e from

 school —
 to 

b
e su

re a sp
y
 h

ad
n
't assu

m
ed

 h
er id

en
tity

. A
 th

ird
 

w
itness claim

ed he w
as the victim

 of som
e sort of 

com
m

unist conspiracy. H
e testified that at least 50 to 

60 people had hypnoptized him
 against his w

ill. A
sked 

how
 he knew

 he w
as being hypnotized, he replied: 

"W
h
en

 so
m

eo
n
e tries to

 g
et y

o
u
r atten

tio
n
 —

 g
et 

your eye —
 that's a clue right off." 

G
arrison could never seem

 to decide w
ho w

a
s be-

hind the assassination —
 blam

ing everyone from
 C

u-
ban exiles to right-w

ing M
inutem

en to "the invisible 
N

azi sub, 	
• re." N

or could he decide how
 m

any 
conspire t . 	

taken part in the plot. B
y one of his 

accounts, nu .ew
er than 18 people w

ere involved. N
or 

could he settle on one story describing the source of 
th

e fatal b
u
llets. . 

- T
he jury in C

lay S
haw

's case, after 34 days of testi-
m

ony, took less than an hour to find him
 not guilty. 

T
he next day, G

arrison filed a new
 charge —

 perjury+
. 

—
 against S

haw
. B

ut a federal appeals court threw
 

out the charge, accusing G
arrison of intentionally us-

ing the arrest of S
haw

 "for his ow
n purposes, w

ith 
com

plete disregard for the rights of C
lay S

haw
." 

T
he court said G

arrison had "a significant financial 
interest in the continued prosecution of C

lay S
haw

" 
—

 since he had w
ritten another book, "H

eritage of 
S

tone," about the case and held a contract for three 
additional books. 

U
ntil his death, G

arrison continued arguing vehe-
m

ently that there had been a conspiracy. A
nd, for 

every critic w
ho called him

 a fraud, there w
ere m

any 
m

ore assassination buffs w
ho lauded him

 as a hero. 
T

h
is h

ero
-w

o
rsh

ip
 su

rv
iv

ed
 fu

rth
er setb

ack
s in

 
G

arrison's career. In 1973, w
hile serving his third 

term
 as D

A
, G

arrison w
as indicted by a federal grand 

jury on charges of taking bribes to protect gam
bling 

in
terests in

 ro
llick

in
g
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s. H

e b
eat th

e 
charge, but the effort left him

 little tim
e to cam

paign 
and he w

as defeated at the polls. N
ext, he ran for the 

L
ouisiana S

uprem
e C

ourt but again w
as defeated. 

In 1978, he w
as elected to the F

ourth C
ircuit C

ourt 
of A

ppeals. H
e stepped dow

n from
 the bench last year 

w
hen he reached the m

andatory retirem
ent age of 70. 

N
ew

 O
rleans D

istrict A
ttorney H

arry C
onnick S

r., 
w

ho unseated G
arrison in 1973, yesterday said: "It 

w
as a very sad day, I think, w

hen he [G
arrison] fo-

cu
sed

 o
n
 C

lay
 S

h
aw

 b
ecau

se th
at in

d
ictm

en
t an

d
 

prosecution w
as totally unfounded." 

B
ut F

rank M
ankiew

icz, a spokesm
an for S

tone and 
a political aide to R

obert K
ennedy, said G

arrison's  

investigation w
as im

portant. 
"E

very A
m

erican ow
es him

 [G
arrison] a debt of 

gratitude. H
e kicked open a door that had been closed 

too long," said M
ankiew

icz, now
 of the H

ill &
 K

now
l-

ton public relations firm
. S

tone w
as in T

hailand and 
unavailable for com

m
ent, M

ankiew
icz added. 

"A
nybody w

ho know
s anything about this story re-

alizes Jim
 G

arrison w
as the only public official to try - 

to bring legaL
action in

 the case of the assassination of 
P

resident K
ennedy," said Jim

 M
arrs, author of the 

book "C
rossfire: T

he P
lot T

hat K
illed K

ennedy." 
G

arrison w
as a native of D

ennison, Iow
a, and a 

z
  

graduate of T
ulane U

niversity and its law
 school. A

t 
one tim

e, his ranch-style house echoed w
ith the bus- v) 

tling sounds of a w
ife, L

eah, and five children. • 
.B

ut by last year, he w
as left w

ith w
ith no one to 

x
 

share his reborn fam
e. H

is w
ife w

as gone. H
is chil-

dren w
ere gone. M

ost of the furniture w
as gone. T

he 
house w

as alm
ost em

pty. Jim
 G

arrison w
as alone. 

A
t the tim

e of his death, the fam
ily reassem

bled at 
his bedside. 

G
arrison is survived by his w

ife, a sister, five chil-
dren and one grandchild_ 

A
 funeral service is scheduled for tom

orrow
,„
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