GARRISON GUIL

§ '~ the New Orleans prosecutor, Olvr Stane hero and LEK.
: conspiracy hunler~ himself conspired to frame
_an innocent man. BY GERALD POSNER

VEN AFTER 2000 BOOKS AND A MAJOR HOLLYWOOD FILM,

conspiracy theorists are still divided over Jim Garrison’s 1969

* prosecution of the New Orleans businessman Clay Shaw, the

only trial that ever resulted from the assassination of President

3 John F. Kennedy, While Shaw’s acquittal prompted most hisco-

rians 1o conclude that Garrison had abused his powers, supporters of the

District Auorney speculated that the original case files might prove

atherwise. Now, an the eve of the public release of some of those files, it is
finally possible to settle whether the case against Shaw was 2 fraud.

The problem confronting Garrison wlunﬁ began his investigation was
separating facts from rumors, The assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, bad lived in
New Orleans only hs before the ination. But Garrison persisted
in following leads even when they were quickly discredited: thar an
eccentric homosexual, David Ferrie, taught Oswald how o shoot and had
visited Texas on the evening of the assassination; and that Oswald, together
with some flamboyant homosexuals, had visited a local artorney, Dean
Andrews, who claimed his legal bill was paid by a man known only as “Clay
Bertrand.” Using these assertions, Garrison soon said the plot to kill the

- “President was “a homosexual thrill-killing.” (He claimed that Oswald was
“switch-hitter” and that Jack Ruby was gay.)
~ What Garrison actually discovered should have raised red flags. The
source of the Ferrie story was a private investigator, Jack Martin, an
aleoholic who had been in prisons a.ugmental institutions. Within a week of
the assassination, he confessed to the F.B.L that he had concocted the
. account while drunk. Andrews, who had given widely different descriptions
of the alleged Clay Bertrand, also recanted his yarn after the F.B.L failed to
find anyone in New Orleans who ever heard the name Bertrand. But in
1966, when Martin and Andrews revived their early tales, Garrison
looked the i istencies, a pattern he repeated throughout the case.
In early 1967, Ferrie, still a suspece, died. Since the case was at a halt, some
. of Garrison’s staff advised that the investigation be dropped. Although _
! Perrie died of natural causes, Garrison sp ed the cause was murder or
suicide, and was confident he was on the right track. The anly suspect left,
{ was the mysterious Berrrand, ‘Garrison had shocked Eus staff
/' months earlier by telling them he thought Clay Shaw, a prominent |
| businessman and 2 member of the city’s social elite, was Clay Bertrand. The |
 facy that Garrison knew Shaw was a homosexual fit his theory. He was |
1 untroubled that Shaw, at 6 feet 4 inches tall and with shocking white hair, fit >
| none of Andrews's descriptions, Instead, he told his seaff, the name Clay §
i+ Bertrand was the key, since homosexuals “always change their last names, /
[*but never z:ér ﬁul;nnmu." A week after Ferrie's death, Shaw was arrested 4
| ‘and charged with being part of a conspiracy to assassinate Kennedy. ]
1+ During the height of the Shaw investigation, there were five five-drawer fle |

* Gerald Posner is the author of "Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the -
Assassination of [ F.X"
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' 7ﬂb&mddﬂmmT°dly.uﬂynﬂﬁlnmth!ln¢hlw that Garrison secretly taped the conversations of journalists who were critical of
hmdmum&mhm&rhnmwl.lﬂt'upfhvw him. Jack Martin, the private investigator who had first spun the tale shout Ferrie
Sr,, the current District Attorney, He invited me to examine the files before he “Mm&dmdmmmdﬂupﬁﬂhrﬁ&
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took charge; they feared an abuse of process suit by Shaw, and st oyt e P -m“mmlu'
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prosecunon was a travesty. b

THE DAY AFTER SHAWS ARREST, FOUR OF GARRISON' INVESTIGATORS o JE0% SR o PP o g ina ca, berween two NBC reporters and
D““m‘h'wmmfy'hd“m’-d’“‘"',mmud an unidentified third person. There is no evidence of consent to the recording, nor
[ dwritten notes abour that interrogation. Andrews did not ing the survellance.
ukedijChySInvahyBumnd-—-'Nq.” that answer  Rynoes char Garri bugged the ap of some potent: are
" destroyed the crux of the charge against Shaw, Garrison ignored i. Similar was slso confirmed in the fles. Journalists like James Phelan, ac The Saturday
the handling of 2 man named Vemon Bundy, in jail for a parole violation. He Evening Post, and George Lardner, at The Washingon Post, were routinely
3 miﬁeddmvhﬂehewslhnodnghuoinllmgdzhk:mednﬂn_lmhc recorded when they visited the spartments,
[ saw Shaw meet Oswald. At the trial, Bundy identified Shaw from his slightly
:dffnik—'dumkﬁngofhhfmhdhighmedm:}méyunr.h:m THE NEWLY OPENED FILES PROVIDE YET ANOTHER INSIGHT — INTO
i - .| wall when T was about to cook my drugs.” The defense did nex shake his basic  Garrison’s ity and motivation. His view of who was in the conspiracy
nﬂ&t e e . - evolved radically, from a small dhmmmnhht:‘membmohhe
ing through the files now, 1 discovered a March 16, 1967, transcript " “military-induserial complex.” A thick folder labeled with hi conaained
aninm:;bmm&mdymdthru&rhmhvuﬂpmhthtnlk.mly documents and ltiadispers :
two weeks after Shaw's arresy, Bundy described the “Oswald” character as s i ¥
“real junkie," and said his name was *Pete.” Not once in a 12 i
summdidhmdyrminnm?m\nlw.lkw By the ume of his
testimony, he had any incansistencies, and his memory had “im-

roved” favorably for ¢
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the witnesses inicially gave i ing statements to investigators, complex did the j
Sorne had failed to idenify Oswald, Shaw or Ferrie, Others had describod the ot A, el
Cadillac as an “old and beat-up Nash or  Kaiser,” or instead of three men in the Wwﬁ:%hmhﬁmm
car, iginally said four, or two, or 3 woman with & baby. Some swore the | who viewed the jury's 23 an over-
v -alike was in a voter-regismation line, while @ few thought he | L sight in an otherwise solid case. ‘He hter
applied for a job at & mental ini and snother claimed to have cut his - - charged Shaw with perjury, an action that an
hair, Several ﬁnnghnnyOﬁnbu.whmOwddmdeh.nd;.‘_ Grim Jim Garrison, far left, in appeals court enjoined him from continuing
two thought Jack Ruby drove the cr, |- 1967, Clay Shaw, above right, whensit concluded he had acted in bad fith. -

Mereover, the files reveal new information that Garrison's investigators i i is -~ When I finished reviewing Garrison's -
e i vain o find support for the allged sihting. They bad combed | m:ﬁm - 30, T o et wilh Dk Arocmey
ézﬂhognmmtbmlmhdmdum_ w 'M“""!.tkmm.mp#e.a *  Connick. T asked whethér Oliver Stone, -
reengers in the amall cown. At & separae meesing of 60 CORE voluntsery, |+ i, P TR, whose movie “JF.K" porurayed Garrison© ~
mmuplmlhmg projected pictures of Oswald, Shawand | = g
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top with Garris s mmmt.lnl} the facts. For history, that's a shame.”
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Gummnpmulmmmm_ was not it e oo extreme miscarriages of justice in the
Bertrand. That dacument was hidden not just from defense lawyers but from | pl ik sy '&m,.mm-a.weu.wn b

s th :hemofthem-aqumﬁ-mhmp-mm'?ohnm}m- the movie anyway,’ as if | was i h..hmu.':dauﬂan.du_

i UPENotdm.Rg«mmmnudndvhmbmqemEmdm . whatever you want to do. I have nothis say about that, You were asking and |
Thamualmv;nbrd\emwllquwdﬂﬁfsu‘s s do not stop at T was telling you that it was just a miscarriage of justice. An innocent man was f |
p TP They also ap y #pect —  plucked out of somebody’s mind and made a defenant in a criminal case.' "m
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