
Jim
 G

arrison of N
ew

 O
rleans, lett, Investigated the assassination of P

resident John Kennedy. 

O
w

5c/cu7  q
/3

0
/9

6
 

D
ocum

ents: JF
K

 robe W
as B

ogus 
G

arrison said 
to be reckless in 
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S
ecret docum

ents just released by a 
fed

eral ag
en

cy
 stro

n
g
ly

 su
p
p
o
rt th

e 
contention that the late Jim

 G
arrison's 

investigation of the John F
. K

ennedy 
assassin

atio
n
 w

as irresp
o
n
sib

le an
d
 

perhaps fraudulent. 
T

he U
.S

. A
ssassination R

ecords R
e-

view
 B

oard, responsible for screening 
all assassination docum

ents and m
ak-

ing public those that do n
o
t threaten 

national security. earlier this m
onth 4- 

le,esed 15,000 pages of m
aterial turned 

o
v
er b

y
 G

arriso
n
's fam

ily
. It also

 re-
leeeed 13,000 pages obtained from

 the 
fam

ily of the late N
ew

 O
rleans attorney 

E
dw

ard W
eerm

ann, w
ho helped success-

fully defend businessm
an C

lay S
haw

 
against G

arrison's charges that he con-
spired to kill K

ennedy. 
%

V
egm

ann's released files depict G
ar-

rison —
 the hero of O

liver S
tone's m

ov-
ie "JF

K
" —

 as a charlatan w
ho picked 

a nam
e alm

ost at random
 as the target 

of his investigation. T
he substance of 

this attack is that G
arrison sim

ply con-
cocted a case against S

haw
 w

ithout any 
factual basis, m

uch lose substantial evi-
dence. W

egm
ann's M

ee include a state-
m

ent he took from
 W

illiam
 G

urvich, a  

form
er investigator for G

arrison, be-
fore S

haw
's 1969 trial. 

G
arrison launched his investigation 

after hearing that N
ew

 O
rleans attor-

ney D
ean A

ndrew
s claim

ed a m
an iden-

tifying him
self as C

lay B
ertrand tele-

p
h
o
n
e
d
 h

im
 sh

o
rtly

 a
fte

r th
e
 

A
ssassination, said he lived in the local 

F
rench Q

uarter and asked him
 to rep-

resent L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. A
ndrew

s 
later rep

u
d
iated

 th
e statem

en
t. S

till, 
G

urvich said, G
arrison insisted such a 

m
an existed and w

as "peculiar," m
ean-

ing that he w
as hom

osexual. B
ut no-

body ever found C
lay B

ertrand. 
G

arrison w
ould contend that O

sw
ald 

and S
haw

 conspired to kill K
ennedy. 

G
u
n
ich

 jo
ld

 W
eg

m
an

n
 th

at G
arri-

son first cam
e up w

ith the notion that 
C

lay S
haw

 w
as C

lay B
ertrand on the 

basis of offhand speculative notes m
ade  

by his chief assistant, F
rank K

lein (now
 

dead}. 
"A

ll they tG
arrisen and K

lein] put in 
w

as like, 'W
ho does F

rank K
lein know

 
by the nam

e of C
lay in N

ew
 O

rleans?' " 
G

urvich told W
egm

ann. "A
nd the only 

o
n
e th

at cam
e to

 K
lein

's m
in

d
 w

as 
S

haw
. 'W

ho lives in the F
rench Q

uarter 
by the nam

e of C
lay?' A

nd the only one 
he could think of w

as S
haw

. A
nd then 

the indication w
as that C

lay B
ertrand 

h
ad

 p
ecu

liar ten
d
en

cies an
d
 K

lein
 

thought: W
ell, w

ho by the nam
e of C

lay 
has these sort of tendencies, w

ho lives 
in

 th
e F

ren
ch

 Q
u
arter? A

n
d
 th

at's 
w

h
at started

 Jim
 G

arriso
n
. T

h
at's 

w
hat he calls circum

stantial evidence. 
K

lein didn't say it w
as C

lay S
haw

. H
e 

put C
lay S

haw
, question m

ark." 
T

hat speculation, G
urvich said, w

as 
the basis on w

hich G
arrison claim

ed 

S
haw

 had taken part in a plot to assas-
sinate K

ennedy. H
e described G

arrison 
as p

ro
p
o
sin

g
 "irratio

n
al th

eo
ries" o

n
 

the assassination. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 th

ere w
as n

o
 ev

id
en

ce 
against S

haw
. G

urvich said, S
haw

 w
as 

sum
m

oned one day to the district attor-
ney's office. A

fter S
haw

 w
a
r kept there 

for about four hours. he said, G
arrison 

ordered: "A
w

, 	
, arrest him

." 
"W

hy?" W
egm

ann asked. 
"N

ow
 you're asking a silly question," 

G
urvich replied. "H

e never says w
hy." 

G
urvich testified in various proceed-

in
g
s in

 th
e S

h
aw

 case, b
u
t w

as n
o
t 

called upon to recount the incidents de-
scribed in the W

egm
ann docum

ents. 
M

an
y
 o

f th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts o
b
tain

ed
 

from
 G

arrison's fam
ily are investiga-

tors' reports that a M
O

D
 resem

bling O
s-

w
ald w

as seen w
ith a m

an resem
bling 

S
haw

 about four m
onths before the as-

sassin
atio

n
. T

h
e p

u
rp

o
rted

 sig
h
tin

g
s 

w
ere said to have occurred in Jackson 

and C
linton, L

a., northw
est of N

ew
 O

r-
leans. O

ne w
itness, a barber nam

ed L
ea 

M
cG

ee, described giving a haircut to a 
m

an
 resem

b
lin

g
 O

sw
ald

. T
h
ere w

as 
som

ething suspicious that m
ade him

 
rem

em
ber the m

an even four years lat-
er, w

hen he w
as interview

ed by investi-
gator A

ndrew
 S

ciam
bra. 

"H
e did not need a haircut and could 

h
av

e g
o
n
e w

ith
o
u
t o

n
e," th

e b
arb

er 
said. 

M
ich

a
el D

o
rm

a
n
, a

 free-la
n
ce 

w
riter, covered John F

. K
ennedy's 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 fo

r N
ew

sd
a
y. H

is 
books include "T

he Secret Service 
S
to

ry." 

K
ennedy R

ejected C
uban Peace B

id 
T

H
E

 A
S

S
O

C
tA

T
E

1) 1R
E
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M

iam
i —

 S
tung by the failed B

ay of P
igs invasion, 

P
resident John F

. K
ennedy refused an offer frcm

 rev-
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 lead
er C

h
e G

u
ev

ara to
 b

ro
k
er a p

eace 
agreem

ent betw
een the U

nited S
tates and C

uba, new
-

ly released docum
ents show

.  

guay on A
ug. 17, 1961, four m

onths after the failed 
U

.S
.-backed invasion of C

uba. 
G

uevara told G
oodw

in that the C
astro governm

ent 
w

as prepared to forgo an alliance w
ith the S

oviet bloc, 
pay for confiscated A

m
erican properties in trade and 

m
ete reehee eeereee re- in4e.4 	

• 

K
ennedy took G

oodw
in's advice to turn up the heat 

on C
uba. In N

ovem
ber, 1961, K

ennedy authorized 
O

peration M
ongoose, a secret plan to cause disrup-

tions on the island, including blow
ing up pow

er sta-
tions and planting U

.S
. intelligence infiltrators. 


