Jeur buve, 1/10/69

VWhother an oral history on Garvison's bouk is worthwhile, worth the time and cost
if done by phone, depends, i suppose, on the iup.riance of either the book or the fact
that he did the booic.

wo.ething I did aot wention in tlw: notes i made, .here there was no room for it,
relaten to the utter insanity of his p:.).ttiﬂ-' m the nuﬂ'a Speisel on as a witness. I
refused even to speuk to him before the Shav trial. &t the time of the incident I refer
to + had no spéfcial reason to reneuber if and thus ny recollections are not as clesr on
de ails as they night otherwise have bLeen. I do not recall now whether or not when 1 heurd
of hii he hud already spoken to Garrison or any of his puople. I have a vague and u.m;ﬁar,
serhaps incorrect beiiefig that he had.

There was a Cunadian actor in lew York nanéd/ Trent Yough. le started an assassination
group the nane of which + do not now recall. I huve a file on him, it or both, of what
he way hive sont pe and of what L urote hiu. He had uasked we to appesr at a ue.ting of
soli: kinl he had organized at what + nov recall was an off-Broadway theater downtown
sowewherc. I mayg have what he sent ne on it but that is not iuportant. after I spoke a
woran perhaps my age, perhnps a littée younger, cuame up to ue briefly and said she had
so.ething very iuportant to talic to pme about and vould I please leave with her when the
weeting was over,

e tool: a cab to her anartuent, on a wide street, perhaps wilh streetcar trucks,

Just west of Central f ark, w rather nice apartuwent and I an cont'ident not inexpensive.

I think she said she wa: a widow. We had coffee and talked. I got the impression pretiy
soon thut whether or not she wes paranoid, as I caue to suspeft, she wasn't stuble, She
told me about Speisel wnd wanted we to nset hin, Yhis is what she thought was so i:.portannt.
If do not recall uhether I told her I would not or just Lroke off and had nothing more to
do with her after i left.

a8 I ey have told you, I did not learn wiat Garrison's alleged case was until the
5; unday be ore thea bepran th Bupanel the Shaw jury. 1 was then in ”au Urleans and has spent
the afternoon with Oser and the wan I recall as VWardell, the two who, contrary to Garrison's
re presazntution‘ in the book that does not muntion Wardell's nane, seeg/:o be the nain
lavyers on the ease. I prep red then then as nuch as i could, as I had done earlier uith’ﬂu-“;
Mothers, but when + learncd what tho thrust ol thu cuse was I told them they would lose, that
tley deserved to lose, and that I .ould have nothing to do with it. I had agreed to ba
what “urrison called lis "Dealey ZPiaza lsiépert." although the (YTines said L was at the
counsel table, in fact I never entered 'ﬂa,n T%L:rmq'n u{ﬁ 3:;,\?'{? laid eyes on shaw. The
next day, *onday, I mad: rocervations for a noon Tﬁft—h_oﬁb. ¢t it be known, and told the
Garrison peonle that in thuy proceeded on the line ludd out to me I would be on the plane.
sud Yensterwuld way there and kidded ue. [Jb did not bi:lieve me. I was on that plane and



rS

until the tine I lort £ vorbked awuy at writing the second purt of rost lortem. I used
the olid electrie typewriter Yom “cthell had, This was nade nore momraviaard for ne thaﬂ&
werely using an clectric for the first tinme by the height of the table. but I continued
aad in fact paid little attention to anything else.

% howe + continued writing thaet part and soon fiuished it. I also kept up on the
Shaw trial as best J could, > think witi the bey 5rlaans papers, radio an. TV and with
Wik, the Yesuit-ouned clqr-chawmel station the Ui& had used against fastro. Tt coues in

here at night vory well.

< way, of course, shocked at the Speisel story and at the judge's expedition with
the jury to the: place he cludied to have met Shaw. I do not recall the exact naturc of the
cheeking on this that was possible for me but souehow, vhen it was too late for Yarrison
to use it, I suppose, F learned tiat in fact there was connection between Shaw and that
property. wy present recollection iu that Speisel said he was not certain uhich of two
adjacent buildings it was and that Shaw had owned one of the two buildiubs, L kthe
correct one i. thu story or the one next to it.

L nmay have notes on this,

My point is thal if vithout even seeing or speaking to the guy I would have
aothing to do with him, he had to be very, very undependable and farout.

I unnu% iMﬁginn any of Ggrrisonss lawyers tuldng the decision to use hinm in the
trial, under wiyy conditions, and I can't iungine thut he let them put on the stand those
they alone decided on. I an confident that it is he who uade the decisions to use
Zpeisel, Wlis is not vhat he says in the book in which I've already told you 1 found him
lying about other things.

a5 I now recall it the place wus on Bsplunade. Shaw's home was less than a block
from Boplanade, uvhich wig at right—ungleu to the street on which Shaw lived. HoW close to
that street T do not now recull but I think it was preity close.

There was a tiue baiorqthe trial when I was under the iupression that they vere
cheeldny: out Shaw's urahéitj holdings. If theyr did and nissed this dfne they did not
creck very well. I wa pretty certain that he did not own that building: at the tine
of the trial.

Gundolfo phoned me: lust weck after he'd returned from a couple of weeks in lew
Orleuns with Ghrrison. He suid he'd wail pe the book the next day. as of today it did
not coue. He also told me he'd get Garrison to phons me tomorrov. I do not expect it
becuuse + do not believe that Yarrison wan*: to tali to me. I'nm merely curious and
have no great interest in talidng to him. I an inelined to bulicve that his closencss to
Gandolfo couec fron the fact that Yandolfo has o mailing list ( with which he ap eurs o

y
have sold quite a few copics Tor Gurriaonns publisher) and the reasonable certainty that

Uarsison doeu not expect tuch help, it wiy, frow most criticis.If any.



Yront's girl-friemd, Carol Yacksen, did the LiJ with Uswald's body, holding the
rifle, picture I have o:i vthe porch door.

I have no sepurite Jpeisel Tile. I huve about six inxhes on the Shaw trial but
a0 seosrute file on hin.

Yheve are in the busewent and this was about all the standing I was up to.
This is why I did not check the Gough file.,

I you think an oral history is vorthwhile, please let me know.

Dest,



