Dear Jim, NYU Confab 3/31/%5

I'am glad you are in accord with my asking to be the keynoter, I'd written
Gondolfo, who appears to be ane of the organirers, bufore we spoke. I'd also
writtea Sylvia, to whoum he'd spoken (and got the same fears about nuts) but
I decidedn not to send the letter to her because of her health and becsuse she has
always had problems with me that can't be simplified into ego problems. Wither would
cpufront her with ap problem, mo I've skipped that.

If I aw thekeynoter or if I'm not I'll maike the sane speech and I'1l have the
same sudiences in mind.,

If I am not I'11 merely add those who opposed it. I am confident they'll he
identical with those I will have written the speech partly sbout without naming
them, This will make the point with more emphasis to those in the mass audience
who are serious-rinded and have open minds. It will meke the point to the media and
to the Congresspersons.

It will tend to separate those of us who have avoided all these shrill excesses
from the nuts and selfwseekers,

It will reise the ocul bono questionm with each unnamed person or group of those
I'1l address (and they will not be all by any means).

I will prepare the speech. I will want you to go over it.

And I will want people like you and Ed and Jerry and perhbaps other to be on
your feet if there is any concerted effort to out it off. It will be documsnted so
there will be no question of fact, that id, of what I say is fact.

I want to write another letter so this is all I'l1l go into now. Please thinks and
have suggestions, perhaps some of the more horrible examples from your files.

Later laat night I got a call from a Clevelsnd magagine writer, Bob Gearhart.
Be was with others of the press in an AIB, Bob Katg, audience. Kats got a rough time
from sowme of his crap and it is the same stuff they have always pulled. He thinks
Katx got more than 3800,
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Dear Ted, 3/30/75

Your second call yeaterday, reporting your conversation with Sylvia and her
beliefs and an indication of the kind of people we can expect to be present, en-
courages me much. So much that for the first time in anything like this, I sm making
a special request. -

One reasgn for it is that this affgqir ought not be a rehash of others or of the
f”t° It has prospect. It beldsthe promise of real accomplishment, ket us use that,

t will be resdily accessible to those who have most influence en what the country
knows and believes. Let us use that, teo. An¢ it comes at an idesl time: when for the
first time something can be done. (No, I don t mean the Gensales resolution. There
are bettar prospects and although it is not Penerally known, I've already done the
necessary work, if not all close to it.)

Vhen even Mark, who was the first to pull craxy stuff, is worried about some
of what happened in Boston, you knew how deadly that can be im New York City. You
got souwe of this frem Sylvia, too.

S0, I'p asiking to be the keynote spesaker and to speak along the lines we have
already discussed = to point this thing the right way, to point it sheed, and to keep
it on a s0lid footing as dest a keynote can.

& The ene thing tids will certainly mean is that there will be a statement of

; responsibility of purposes that the nuts will be bracketed aguinst.

I will write it out in advance and I'll have others who are maturs and experienced
and not buss go over it. .

If we do not do this first of all we 11 all be xkk tarred with and by the nuts
and the first shot the media has will be futty, not reaponxible,

The setting of a law school and the aponsorship of a student bar association
are ideal - perfect. i

1 am asiking this not becanse I am in all ways the eenior of us, as I am. Nor
an I because I have done more work than any other and published more than all others
you'll have thete combined, although these would be good enough reascns. I am not
claining that + have a right to do this because I alone have worked continuously on
this for more than 11 yeqrs, although that is true. Nor am I asking it because I
b have filed and won all these suits and done more to end suppression than any other
if not in fact more than all others combined. (The one suit I lost was our biggest
victory because it changed the law, as the legislative history of the mm amendment
shows.) Not even because I have new suita filed and to be filed to bring more to light.
Not because in this also I am alone,

Rather is it because all of these experiences and the lmowledge they give me
plus ay own personal experiances working for the Congress and in intelligence -
qualify me to give the doctrine and direction this conference requires for its
succesa. Jt can be the beginning of a real victory if we point it the right way
and get it off to a responsible start. That is what I want to do, and to do it in a
way the young people can comprehend and with which they can be comfortable and confident.

There is little doubt that there will be much publicuty. The doubt is what the
, publicity will mean. $f it means no more than it has in the past it does not serve a
o constructive purpose. We cen now accomplish something real. ¥et us dom it. This
case is ripe fwr breaking open, It can happen there,

Fleass do not talk about this except with those where it is essential but I have
kept on getting what was suppressed. Since Whitewash IV I have obtained what is much
more aignificant than that transcript. I could have used this new material for a .fast
booke If I had the money I'd have done it. In the proper context it could de the end,
Because I do not have the means I have given it %o a correspondent friend who will use
it uhen and as he sees fit, meaning when and how it can have maximum effect. If he
has not done this by the time of the conference I'1l use it there. If he has, there
canit possibly be full sue so I'll still be able to use it there. Jim Lemar says it
makes everything else now irrelevant. But I won't leak anything until 1t is out.

The FBI has promised me the spectrographic analysis and more. (That'll be the
day!) But far the first time ever they have met with us, Jim and me.
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Jim and I are not talkers, we do instead. We have taken the preliminary steps for
other suits that should be fruitful if not sensational. I think it probable that others
will have been filed prior to April 25.

What this also means is that we can be by giving the kids some hops, not just
cheap scnsation, soms fact, something solid, Just propagamda. Especially with the
sophistication of the New York media and the reluctance of its top menagement to see
us as anything dut pudblicityeseckers and nuts does this icdnd of opening become more
impoftant. I ean open with ths genuinely sensational, the new, if I have the time,

The alternative is to run the risk thet is greater in New Tork, of turning the
whole thing over to the nufs at the outset and tclling the medis all over again that
the foous is on ths publicity-seeksrs, those who promote themselves but repeat what
was old hat ten years ago.

With Congress people there it is also essential to let them ¥now that there
are those of us who are responsible, who do deal with fact that they can use, and
that there is solid information the use of which does not mean a political liability
for them. Most people don't stop to think of the gx special problems of Members of
congress who must run for re-election and whose every word is then scrutinized by
oppounents and the media. ﬁsyccially the decent and concerned Hembera, who have more
oppoaition.

‘We 5re in a new era. I would like this conference to mark the first publie
recognition of it. This is cne of ‘the objectives I have in wanting to be the keynoter.

Pleage discuss this with those uwhose agreement i1s necessary. I do believe it is
important not to leave the opportunities ko chance and thus would bo writing out a
speech, which I hate doing end have done only once in all these years.

1 do not know who decidss these thinga. I can anticipate some frem whom thers
will be streng opposition. I would like to know who they are for & number of reasons.
One is the constant misdiyection attributadle to soms for so long. Another is because
with these I mey want %o ¥nov why and what is so undque or promising about their
aslternative or alternatives. : _

X also warn you that any more of the cult of personality, egpecially in Sew
York, can be deadly. The tire is past for us to be promoting persomalities. That
never accomplished anything except for these personalities, Now if the time for

. demonstrating that we are resyonsible, not self-seckews or solf~promoters, and that
we deal with fact and reality. So much at and after Boston was g0 deadly ¥ it
really countz. Now we can - and I can do it to begin with - combdns the le tely
newsworthy and what can appeak to the young peopls with presenting outselves as
responsible citizeas, with ths hops for the first time of success,

. There can be no perscnal gain in this for mes I have already told you that I
can t and won't bring any quantity of books to sell. I have enly se many, I will sell
the all, and I can't pay for reprinting them. Selling evem one book represents no
profit to me. There can b2 personal loss to ze because of the jeopardy to so much
exclusive worik that I have done without pay or subsidy of any kind, at the cost of
personal indebtedness. I havs no selfish end to serve by this requess. I am not on
the lecture circuit, either. I have no agency offering me., I merely work, doigg the
work that others mexely talk about or about dodng.

Pleass let me now what the deci=ion i1s as soon a possible. What it is will
détermine how I pyepare and I heve little time. I still work not less then 18 hours
avery day and can t keep up.
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Sincsrely,

Harold Weilsberg



