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Ms. Ethel i, Galzerano g/2/78
Department of ¥5litical Science

Undversity of Missouri = Golunbia

Columbia, Mo. 65201

Deer Ma, Gelzerano,

The study you describe in your 7/29 epvears to be worthwhile, I think overdue.
111 help all I can but my own time pressures are enormous. I'm into too much and it
all means much to me. Most of my time in recent years has been taken up in rather
successful Freedom of Information efforts. I'm deep in thsm now, with cowrt deadlines
that are inflexible = and endless.

I am reluctact to slt and talz into & cassatte becauwse thias might dominate 3eo
much ani L might not be awars of your own detallsd interests, clear as ycu have made
the general outline. If we are ever near each other perhaps an iatervisv would serve
you bettar. Cr, perhaps we can do this Ly pdona, shdca you can tapa. I'1% be loaded
with dﬁmu

For novw a haaq reaponse off the top of the head, after a ouick rsading of your
letter and before someone is due. 4f there is time I'11 reread and add, if not perhaps
later 1 can,

-

On my own work, I published all except Oswald in New Orleans myself. It may be
of interest for you to know that whilo Dell reprinted,”it turned Whdtawash down three
time before I made a success of it as the first "undsrground" booke Then it came to me.
The centract gave Dell first refusal ca the rpext book. ‘t: refugec Whitewash II while
Whitewash was on its was to be 8ell's oply best-selling non-fiction work of the period.
I had hardly peinted Whitewasa II when ~ell Legan to press me for it. Wnen the advance
justified 1t we made a deal I now regret. 1'd be interested in any figures Dell may
give you on prints and sales.

%o you cen batter undartstagd_ this, the first of the Whitewesh series was the first
book on the Warren Comadssion. *t was coupleted 2/15/65.

With the attention I was able to attract to it 1 wau eble te get several large
wholesslers to distridube it ana the next two becks. Thoir crcckedness varied cnly in
degree. Seme nover paid for beoks at all after getting mauy, S¢ paid for the first and
then not for later orders. oo L've stoppeu desling with them cxoept on ithe rave occasions
on which they nead a single book for a good custower and for Whirlwiad, with which I've
made an unprofitable arrangement werely not to have to takn the time to handls the
orders myself, liost of my present and limited salses are from consumers whc write and
independent book stores a fairly large percenisgs of whlch ars regular suall customerse

f’luctuationa in public interest, from my experience, rolaetes to other events, not
to thé crime itself. The one cause of increased in st I recall was Watergate. Al] the
many irresponsibla developments turned paople off, son perhavs more than any other.
Currently it is the House Select Comrittee on Aassassinstions, louse assassins to mee I
see in this a natural resction, a reflection of the good sense of the gverage person. I
can recall no oocaslon on which assassination-related news increased interest or sales.

The sales of my books will nct be a depeudable guids and does not reflcot public
interest because beginning with the last of the Whitewash series I opted other work
over promotional efforta, which with it wexe iludted to a singls 1ailing wad what
shows I could do by phone. I sent Post Mortem to the f# printer on my way to the hospitel.
Fromotion of it was liwited to the one malling afier I was homos L've been ldmitec in
what I could do since then and have had to eliminate any promoticnal activities, for
which I have no suveidy ia auy evenc and ao way of paying fo thems
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Wdle I enjoy college appearances I am able to do nothing to attract them and my
lscture bureau has been ineffectusls [ did not kuow it when i sigaed with thea but they
had gatherad together all the nuts who dominate the field and had me in competition with
them. (I do think that the irresponsible msght well becows part of your study. I have
some filss on them you are weddome to examine and use, In time they will all be transe
ferred to tic University of Wisconsin - Stovems Point , with all of uy recordse i Siink
that Professor David Wrone, History, might be helpful to you from his own expersicnes in
en essentially ultra-conservative area and with the prefessicnal socicties,)

My oan suddences Lhzve runsed frow sazll professiocnsl sroups to more than 2,000
srudents at the University of Minnesota (Kinneapolis) who gave uo lunch to be thers and
who lingered almost to the tme of my supper flight out of toun, With the sonspicuous
exception of Madinon, ¥lace, oy best snd largest sudiences hsve not beon "libewal,"

Until after I was hospitalized in 1375 I had no lecture burcsu. io then most of
By apgoarunoes wers arranged by students who were strangsrs to me. Soms wers tha resglt
cf being heard of 4mll shows,

I believe that radio #alic shows should be an impértant part of your study because
* believe vhay are the mejor factor, beglnning in the early nart of 1966, in taking the
subject out of the closet. Without them I would have done nothing with my boocks. In
turn, this would have diminished my abdlity %o do other work tecauss I bagan broke and
had no other income or subsidy other than an occasional contribution, unsolicited. With
a singls exveption they heve been nore effective, in my exrerionco, ‘han TV. To illus=
trate how unproductive TV can be, I had the prime spot on Cood Morming America (Eing
aseassination) in jme 1977. I received rot a single letter,

There is another reason why I believe book sales are not an accurate guage, After
the firs t books a laxge part of the bpying public came tc believs the books they bought
held all Xkwwxm there was to know. 4lso, I think that most sophisticatsd people were
turned off by the nuts and self-seckers. In addition, tew of the books are any good. One
of the best had no promotion at all, Howard Roffman's Presumed Guilty. I mow that his
published often ignored mail orders. I’ book sal es in recsnt years reflect anytldng I
believe it 1s the good judgement of the buying public on this aubject.

From uy oxperience neither political preconcapticn zor gecgraphiosl) zres 13 related
%o subject intersst,

in "Do you find people explaining volitical eventis in she context of v Keunedy
assassination?" 1 think you are quite perceptive and perhaps underesvizate the significance
of this. In eéssence, 1 find ihis to be a widespread delisf and I agrae with iy and more,
the impact of the unsatisfactory explauation of the crime and the faot of a "whitewash"
and "cover-up."

Please excuse my typos. I have no more time nowe You sre or whet I ho'icve dic an
impartant project. I'1l help to the degree I can. Good luck.

Sincerely,

eci Wrone éarold Weisberg



' r.l. College of Arts and Science
Department of Political Science

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA
123 Middlebush

Columbia, Missouri 65201
Telephone (314) B82-2062

) : July 29, 1978

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12

01d Receiver Rd.
Frederick, MD. 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg,

I am currently involved in a research project which examines the
long-term impact of the assassination of President Kennedy on American
public opinion. @Part of my research involves the collection of data re-
lating to the public's reading habits about Kennedy and his assassination.

One of the measures I am using to gauge the intensity and ocilla-
tion of public interest is a survey of book sales about Kennedy and the
assassination. T am also soliciting information from public speakers on
the reception and audience constituency they have experienced when tour-
ing the country, and speaking about the assassination.

I have already written to several publishers regarding my quest for
sales information, but I have found that some of the most frequently cited
texts have been self-published-such as your own. If it is at all possible,
I would greatly appreciate receiving some information about the relative
success you have had selling your JFK-assassination books. Also, it would
assist me to kmow if there were any bursts or peaks in requests for books
from you, and when they occurred. If you cannot trace your sales over time,
some general notion of how many books you have sold of a particular edition
would assist me greatly.

I have already written Dell Paperbacks, and Canyon Books, who pub-
lished Whitewash, Whitewash IT, and Oswald in New Orleans. Hopefully, you can
fill me in on what kind of public diffusion was gained for Photographic
Whitewash, Whitewash IV, and Post Mortem.

Although I don't have you on the list of public speakers that I
have collected, I've assumed that on a number of occassions you have spoken
to groups, clubs or campuses and the like. I realize that these requests
must sound terribly intrusive and time consuming, but I have another series
of questions to ask of you. (If you would like to record your answers on
a cassette, I would gladly pay for it.) I was interested in knowing where
you have spoken; what the general size of the audiences have been; did you
notice whether or not the audiences were made up largely of young people-
ages 17-25; did the audiences seem well informed about the assassination?
About how often have you spoken on the assassination in the past 15 years?
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Does interest in the assassination of President Kennedy seem to be confined

to a couple of clearly identifiable geographical areas? Do you think interest
in the assassination of President Kennedy has waned? Or, temporarily gone
underground? Do you find people explaining political events in the context
of the Kennedy assassination?

I realize that the above questions seem loosely constructed, but
at the present time, I'm just trying to get a handle on the topic. While
an almost innumerable number of books have been writtem on the Kennedy as-
sassination and possible conspiracy explanations, few studies have focused
on the psychological impact the assassination had on the American people. Un-
fortunately, most of those studies were done in the tumultuous aftermath of
the assassination- predicting of course, that over time, the people would
emotionally recover from the loss of the president. I am trying to make
some determination about the extent to which the body politic has recovered
and readjusted.

I would d; most appreciate of any information you could forward me
regarding the public response to the Kennedy assassination and the conspiracy
theories that have cropped up. As I indicated above, I would pay for what-
ever costs you may incur. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

St @ g

Ethel A. Galzerano



