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Dear aick’ . .

Last Thursday'sWashington Post had a foliow-up of the day before's Times
story you may have seen. The Times roported that the Department of Justice had
cleared the FBI of complicity in the King assassination. Naturally. It was the
second of two sowcalled "investigations" of the wrong thing. However, the Post
story is consistent with what that Times roporter told me last year, when he was
assigned t¢ working around what I had elready developed: there are and have been
lawyers inside the Civil Rights Division who huve the despest doubts about the
"golution" to the ing assassination. So, the Post reports that Pottinger has recom=
mended a new King assassination investigation to levi, wro is expected to act on
the recommendation shortly. It may be a trial balloon of just puffery but I believe
it because I believe as + have for months that my FOIA suit 1s applying enormous’
pressure on them. They also face the possibility of a trial and the public airing

of the non-evidence, which will embarrass.

 This and much more convince me that timing in what I'm writing is becouing much
more of a factor, which is why I write now instead of getting back to work on the book.
I got the draft of the new FOIA affidavit done yesterday and spent the afternocon with
Les Payne, from whom 1'1l hear again today or tomorrow. 1 ray bo going to Memphis with
him this week, is “ewsday wants, as he does. He ngeds a commemorative story for 4/4 '

and I've promised him no dry hole, that if we don t get something new he and 1 can

both use from the leads I've given him I'll give Rim muterial from what I've been
getting from DJ., If there has been no decision of a new investigation - wihich means
the FBI investigating the FBI ~ a story can swing the balance. It will then mean that
what is in the book has cauvsed it, as it will mean anyway but perhaps not recognized.
There are too many things that i:nterfere with my simply getting it all on paper
as faust as 1'd like to. It would be good if there could be soue way of looxing ahead,
not just sitting and waiting for me to have enough time. ‘ ‘
I'd planned to go to bed early last night, 9 o'clock. 1 was Jjust preparing to
bathe when the phone rang. It was midnight before I could get to bed, from two phone
conversations and a letter I had to write after the second. The call was from'a man -

- wish whom I've spent much phone time but have never met. He clearly trusts mex where,

for example, he does not trust Jack Anderson and his paople. I'm satisfied this man |

i3 a victim of the CIA mind~-toying experiments. I was on to this several years ago,
before I knew of the story of Frank Olson, the man killed in one of them. (I-sold the
evidence to the ¥ational Enquirver for $300 because I could not then do anything and they
sat on it and lost their scoop.) Little by little quite a story is plecing itself to-
gether from this man. He interested me enough for me to got the Olaon file from CIA.
I've found sowe astounding things in it the press missed. I'm satisfied there is a

good book in thia, probably in non-fiction nove}l form, one that could make a movie.

So, I'm staylug with it. Maybe there will be another J111 who will be interested oxr

you may know soumeone clse. But it takes time and I feel I can't sot take that time,

As long es dewsday will let “es work on the King story and as long as he is
wiliing and can do what I can't I'm taidng time for that, too. 1'm filling hiu in a
1little more on what I know and suspect each time we arc together and as he is capable
of comprehending wore giving it to him. I have him now on what I think may lead to a
solution. It is & dnagerous area, He is not afraid. He is one of the Newsday 1974
Pulitzer team that did the series NAL did as the book The Horoin *rail. The Hafia
put him out of Sicily at gunpoint. However, those I suspect are very rough characters.
1 have not yet introduced him into an angle where he has expertise, an angle that bm
itself could meke a book/movie.




Perhaps in commerical terms what I'm talxing about is lily-gilding. I think not.
I think the pos:ibilities of carrying thie further than tho cnough I heve justify the
time and the delays. So, I'm posing the question to see if you have any su.;zestions
on what we can do to speed this up, so that by the time there can bs the beglaning of
an official investigation if there is to be cne the book can be the basis for it and the
public pressure against anothef Whitewash.

If things fo the way they now look, I'll have the less effesient women for
about 6 hours of typing and the more effecient one for about 14 hours this week.

111 take a walk aBter I finish this and get back to reading and correcting
the draft and, except for the other work that the zall may entall, expect to be able
to spend most of the day doing thise. I want to be sure that if t-ere are interruptions
I canlt anticipate there will be enough to keep the retyping going.

7 After the 16th this will go faster. My wife's work ends then. She'll need  some
rest but she'll do this faster than anyone else. Perhaps, I flon t snow, thore may be
enough to bring up when I have to speak at Hunter the 2ist. I think I suggested that
I go there the 1.8th g0 I can return as soon as I speak or the next morninge

'If I don t hear from you I'11 take it you have no suggestions.

Yesterday's rost reports a simultaneous Quadrangle-Warner publication of What'g '
¥hat by former CIA man Harry Jo Murphy. I think it might be helpful to me in this wovk
while I'm keeping after the government for more records. If it is not too much trouble
can you please ask your friend at Warner for an advance copy? It is dus 4in the stores
in a fe+ daye but the possibility of it coming here is not that good. Yoo little rack
space. And I can)t get around to all the stores to see if any has it. In time I could
arrange to get it from Washington but that is the timex in which the suit could benefit
from knowledge of the conent of the book. The book desls with the use of documents,
not snogping.

A line from Joyce Illig's notice may interest you in connection with the book
I'm working on and the drug-stpry possibilitiess

n,..a well as the large reading public t.at is curious about the CIA (or
their neighbors.)" I think the FBI is one neighbor.

Hasthly.



