Dear Dick,

~t g 17

Your letter of the 1at ia short enough for me to have read 1t whilo walking back

- %o the qar from the post office. Having delivered my wife to her part-time_ Job and with

13 minutes before today's Watersmte- hearings begin, I begln & response to the simple
question you asl about an agent because the simple ensvwer will not réally sudfice. It

19, however,,I'd prefor to leave

this %o your judgement, whioh I trust. Were it not for

our ngods, I d rather wait completion and leave it up to you then. However, these necds,
which are mofe complicated than you know, predaminate in my thinking,

I have already indicated that one is almple financing, so I cen do what is now.
fu‘ecluded &d 8o I can work more rapldly. So that, in fact, my wife can start retyping, -
This will slow down my intial production but would meke a completed draft available

me longer than the wrdting,

.- One of the needs. requires s

Have you the remotest idoa of
37 years? And to have lived in poverty for the last of them? Ig doubt it. Well, what

is means 18 that my wife, who was
- earlier period of our RerTkuge, .
“8n doner touglness few men have. Lgle how she got out of bed unassistsd the norrdng after

 Tive hours of surgery when she heard her dootor's voice in the corcidor and recsll that

he wantod her on her feet as

* 7 up by making herfelf my Matd
have been jaided had it not been

ment, no matter how allight,

 8oumer, for I'd have to atos) %o rad and correct what 1've written, his usually takes
' ﬂruﬁlfn'xess I trust yoﬁ'will_keep coqfide’zxﬁél;‘ ‘

& remarkble tough charsater when I met.hor end for the
has become depressed, figuratively and literally. I mean

ﬂoon &8 possibles Ur hov she suved re frow an early framo-
ard

about 1940, when I was away and dhc gat a hunche I wdght -

for this. So, ome of the urgent nccds ia SURNE CACOUTAZe=

In the pest she has read each chapter as I dreft 1t and propared corrections and
sugsestiona for when I can go over them with her, She hasn t locked st one of the about

204000 words (in sequence - I've
asked her to remumber the pages
folder, 5o I could number correc

writien much more), Firstoizi:'ac, toos A woak ago I'd

%o the point I'd written, euch cliapter In o separate

. tly as I proceed, She didodt do 1% uatil night before

* las$eOr, with the expericnoes all one vay, her intelligence tella her there is no hope.

I mst £ind some way of slving her a libtla. » , ’
This weans seme kind of advance and I feel that is extiremely unlikely for all the
Teasona you know having to: do with ®y past and my “enemies" and for othera, -one being

.-;;;-W.‘mability;of ‘$he Botablishwent gver to recognise what serves its read iuteresta;
iz uoaniag that a1l will fear a taugh book, which this Wil be. Oan azy dacent, g
honest one bo other than tougn? S S : , e

Sinoce I apoke to you my understanding has expanded muche Thers is ‘Ano‘uhin,' we ‘discussed.

. -not #1131 relovant included or ‘to be included. Howsver, there is nev gtuft, and 4t -
- -malcén a preal switch. “his book will bo both an expose of the CIA/FET wd a dalange. Yup,

& roal defense, for Nixon has been nuch more sinizter ‘cha.n evon 1 thought and the proof

is beyond question,

Here am I, the onc desaribed

CIA", alrveady kst having wrd

Off the top of the head

» 1%

by an agency of the Agency as "that old neudsia of the

tten the beginning of that dofenso,

say that with the right presentation, this could iuprove

publislﬂ.ng possibllities. Howover, it makes it a much tougher anté~-Nixon book,

The number of "gecvets”

. astounding aspects of this truly
- The broadoast has starteds
you a few clues, JRih the deputy

that

remain secret after they are putlic is one of the more

sirange case. . o
I'n writing what will be a kind of dstective story. To glve
directors of the UIA of his time were friends of Nizon's past.

eeeAftor the a.me semaion, I add that the effort to frame the CIA in this continues,
Dow conducted, Af clandestinely, by the two Republioan members who are covertly doing
Mxonta work, especially Bakor, and their minordty counsels *his is subtle but the press
press should see what I have not geen it roporting. 4nd perhape it vould ve a bit more

ggeoise to pay, instead of CIL.

thess nuts represente its

which is, to me, wisible, I r direcor Helma, who
"Lboral" phat, = r o ner Tomer direco '



The ordginal formulation was for the CIA to tske the f£all, Helms absclutcly refused.
So, Nixon axed hin, ramvin., hin as divectors only a couple of mcnths before his auto-

‘matio retirement.

These are acme of tm things I feel you should know before you decide if you will
talk to an agent and if so, to whouws Heo should know what he is gotting into and what &
pub.ush:.r night feel ha is getting into or would before too long. Much as I want help, o
I donet want to ask anyone to waelk into what he might later find to be whirliug, sharpened
knives. If there are, as thors may be, agents who hold sirongly to decent principles,
I nave yet to find +he one who held them st the cost of his business or connectionse Or
who was willing to face any real trouble he anticlpated.

You do not sny why you think "younr Watergate book will hsve diffioculty finding a
publicher." I take this to mean mine among many, because of me, If you have squething
in mind that I have not indicated understanding I'd like to know what it might be
vhen you can f£ind a mouwent. .

: You also say "outsiders will have trouble, " I have gent you published e.ccounts of -
contaacts with "outsiders," However, I would have to acknowledge that in sending them I
also said they were not really VWatergate Yooks. They were exp..oitation.z of ite

FYI: the £ix is one. I have sosns i%s outline for some time. It is becoming clearers

.'l'hia past week I leid aside tho chapter-by-chapter writing to begin chaptera on it, for
‘saveral reazons. It ia helpful to look back and see hov accurately I analyzed things, -

how sharply and carly I preceived them, if I did. I} is not ego-tripping. Another is %o

" gat the baslc thoughts on paper while freh in mind, veforo the press of the cucimdty.
of fast expunges. I saw this so clesrly no long ago that the second chapter, enticipating

1t, lags a basis for understanding of it. In addition, I started writing a chapter
tentatively titled "Counterattack™ beforo it began. Again, the basis laid early, the
percoption in advancs of the faot, and the ca..t wock has provided abundant confirmation,
Put 1t dowm Laa» while keeping opitions open, Yokeor ig tho point man in that maneuver. He
18 asslated by “houpoon and to tha instinetive degreoe possiblo for thoe doli, by Gurney.
Baker's is a clever oporaticlls Bads a very dangerous men, but a man £it to have been
Bv Dirksen's son-in-law. o has a smoothness ncither Dirkeen nor Nixon showed,

I hope that yesterday and today I correctly interpreted several things old Ssm -
Brvin d4d as the beginuing of his understanding of what ¥aker has beon doing. But since
old Sam has run something loss than a real investigntion, I do not hoid out great hope,

. Without something really exceptionsl, I expect Nixon nos to escape his own villainye Cne

of the reasons I am so anxious to finish this wolk and would like to entertain some hopo

' for fast publication, not merely publication alone. Parlayed immrobabdlitiecs.

© Thig will be a long book. Long age I recogniged that publiention would be unlikely
with anything I do, So, I then decided tha%t a1l X write should be conceived as serving ag

. an hatorical record rather than & condensed boak, I believe I ma writing so that cutiing
da mimplificd, for the sclasors and blue-pencil, not Just normal editing.

. I also have had no word from Manny yet. If ha does not come up with gll of this s‘mﬁ
soon, and I do meun soon, I'11 Bave no choice but to write to the bare This could mesn
more trouble for him. Would it be embarrassing to you to tell him thia? Will I have,
really, have any other cholce? I have more than enocugh grounds for sulng him now. And the
relief of his uuppension will hot be helped if I have to do what he forces,

~ T will keap writdng, thanks. Best to the others,

-~ sincerely,




