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Dear Diﬁk'

If you were an agent who spends hds cays doing what an agent does I'd respond to
your letter of the 8th,which didn*t get here until yesterday, differently. What you
say is a close enough approximation to what I faced for so long with WHITEWASH, There
never was a gerious and adverse literary oriticism of it. The most common reason alleged
in rejoction is that there was no interest in the subject and therefore no bock could be
profitable, As it tumed out, the most profitable (and far from the best) was sixth or -
seventh in order of sppearance and the one for which there was best prospect bombed in
less than two months in hardback, despdte much steam behdnd it. So, I can make my own
evaluations of publishera and vhat they day. Often it is what they say, for their mderw
standing and intentions have to be considored.

1 think fear is the dominating oonsideration., Many will fear as you initially said,
that Bantam will oream the market. I think the market will be good enough for more than
one book to succeed in reprint. I also think & hardback ah succeed yithout reprint. I would
inmagine that most publishers do not think this way. I would also suppose that with S & S
in for XBUE $55,000 for the Fost hoya' book, Pooket Bocks is tuken up, Bantam also ise
Avon has gone for an unconscionable bit of rubtishe The major uass markets are improbeble,

. Hovever, on an unparallelled subject, to this day there remains s grand totalw of
two serious books. On almost phy subject the maricet should be gremter than that. So,
rightly or wrongly, I oomclude that commercial fear ip not the diminating influence, It
is precisely the fear I confronted with WHITEWASH, foar of the goverrment, Xt is "safe"
forS&SandBentmbccamtheymgoingtordmhadmtlnsalremybeenpum:hed.x .
learmed this early in a remarkable hdnesty from Doubledsy, which frankly said its decision
was not editorial and not easy to rrive at and that they'd have been much more willing
if they could have failted the book. (Tyus you have nover heard me may a bad word about
Doubleday. They were honest,) S :

This kind of fear is legitimate. I know what the consequences can be, I live with
them. I could say in spite of thoum,

Bmmr.themhasnmbemaa&tuaﬁ.mlikethiaonmmhistery.Hlntiam
at skibe is the kind of society we will have, To put it more bluntly, whether your boys
will grown into manhood in an overtly Ameriform fasoist state. (Thus the ambiguity in the
title. I am not a pessimdst or I'd not still be trying.) I simply ean't believe that there
‘hmmnsmuthtmmdﬂemwmishabookofmisMIcaneasﬁybelim
that 1t is imposaible for you, with all the other things you have to do, to pursue him,

One of the things that is inevitable if I do not persist 4s that there will be no
Yook that is not gome kind of coverup. The Post boys are so ultra~heavily indebted to
the presecution, meaning the staff DAs, the Department of Justice and the FBI, that as
malltlmirstoriea.mﬂwirbookthey'llhlde'thnoxtensiwmmnﬁlpofuhichall
have been part. Mollenhoff is a Nixonite who remained a Nixonite after he could shimd :
the White House no longer. He will proclaim the Glorious Leader's personal innooence and
will use his book o get even with the palaoe guard, his ancient eneaies.

What we are reslly talling about is anaxceptfionally sick publishing industry in an
- extraoxdinarily sick country. .

No, I do not think pou have some magio potion. I do think that your interestiwould
be restricted to a work that has best-seller likelihoods I don't think this is probeble,
in normal concepts, for a book without the provbability of high mass cheap eales., I do
think an approximation is not impossible and that 4t would depend on the publisher rather
than the market. I go into these things on the off chance that at some point you may be
speaking to someane to whom a casual mention might have some possibdlity, so you wen't be
as hopeless as your letter indicates. Personally, if I had the money, I'd be on the

to .
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Because what you writo is essentially what you said earlier, if I am disappointed g
I am not surprised. I do keep trying to keep up with develommerts and vhen I canwite i
pleces to bo worked in later. Thus I am teking in all of the Ervin hearings, fow which

I now suspend. ' v

It bgoubles me that Manny has not delivered the complete files to youa On al1
matters. The promise was specific before I left New York, I have written him. Copy enclosed.

s files may not have what relates to the moneys I believed are owed me as &
consequence of their not living up to their agreement on the spurious Bringuier suit -
and for the purchase of copies of my edition of WHITEWASH, Jolm Friedman and I had been
deal:l.ngviththenonthisandﬂamyeaidtogoaheadandseew!mtthoywoulddo. that
on those things Bair should have been willing to pay because there vias no question.
_(This does not mean that we expected them to pay for the booka short of court.) You

had parts of this file firat, from your Parallax days. You then told me that the contract
for the original edition of WHITEWASH, which has no retwrn provision, means they do owe
me for all the coples they gote In any event, when you get this file and have time to

go over it, let me know any areas of deficiency and I*11 see 1f I have anything relevant.

‘ Ihavejusthadaphomoaufmdbook-pumlmmei‘ﬁmdwhofollmmaftha
thinzsthntintenstnaclosely.ﬁemﬂmtsasuddomodpubdntoouthebookby
the Washington Post reporters to next years If you recall the analysis I sent you as

soon as I roturned from New York, you mey recall that I sald all books latched to the
storiesthatareappeaﬂnaiuthapapemandonwwmhavetobeheld‘and that 1t is
posaible for a hardback book to still be first. Pretty much the saws is likely to be

true of the Mollenhaff book, Bantem's mow not "special". I realige that it is not poe~
aible to expect publishers to tell themselves that others can $oll them what they don't
know about publishing, but they lack experdence with specialeproblem subjeots. A "special®
18 a snap on a Candy Mossler story, or where there is a government report to be reprinted.
With such projects, the main prerequisite is woney. I have a long history of looking

back with regrets that publishers are the captives of their own experiences and fears,
ithis being no exception now. I could have completed a viablie book and it could have

‘been coming off the presses by now, and it would not have $aken much of an invesiment

by a publisher to make it possible. Once my wife and I, entirely elons, did a longer

than avexage book, complete with 150 pages of appendlx and name-and-sibject index, in
ZSdm.ThismaanafmthetineIwrotathaintroductimtothenighttheﬁrsttoo
copdes, with sewod binding, were dolivered for use as press copdes. Of course, there

was no oditing. But the book has survived the teating of time. I am still selling copies
of it, as I am of the earller works. SR - » ' .

Best to everyone, It was a joy to see how your boys are growing and tha.t"nw that
they vequire less of her attentlion, Jill is going bLack to writing.

simel'ely'




Richard T. Gallen

AYTORNEY AT LAW

14 EABT 607TH BTREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022

PHONK 7S3-1713

June 8, 1973

Mr. Harold Weisberg

Coq d'On Press

Route &

Fredenick, Maryland 21701

Dear Harold:

Thank you §or keeping me up to date with your thoughts on your
Watengate book. It is s4LLL my Thinking that the pubfic is
getting enough of the Watergate information §nom the media and
that publisherns who have not atready commited for a Watengate
book will not be deeply intenested in contracting for one now.
Manny has not as yet delivered the file. The Dell information
which you have given me 44 noi complete enough to permit me Lo
evaluate possibility of a recoverny.

Hope all is going welk..

Best negands.

Condially yours,

0.4

Richard T. Gatllen
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