Route 8, Frederick, fide 21701

5/12/73

Dear ‘Dick,

- This will be a disjointed letter. Tou will probably be able. to see when I*ve taken
the paper from the typewriter. Tho enormity of what I expected on return is what I
expected and there were urgent matters tmattanded vhen I left.-

As I come back and tried $o catch up on the Watergate developments in the paper, the
form and content of a book kepp intruding into my thoughts. As I told you, I can't imagine
anyone else doing the kind of book I would want to and conceive. My wife says she saw in
some gossip column that Clark #ollenhoff is dping the Bantam specisl. I know Clark. You
know this is no surprize to me. He will write around his personal experiences with some
of these people. He was in the White House. He is g first-rate reporter. He is a sincere
conservative. He is also a bureau chief and a syndicated cojummist. I suppose he can
" suspend his column and get other staffers to do his reporting for his paper. If he does
not, his book will not be all that fast in coming, If he does, it will not contain the .

resultofmuchpersonaldigy.ng Heuont}mvetime Keuillbeabletodrawnponhis

. own excellent sources. Whichever way it happens, I would expect his book to be a rewrite
of the newspapers, as the newspapers reported the onguing story. with a few additions of .
essentially inconsequential details.

"Watergate®™ needs a context to be a good book, I beneve that with tha ‘proper
context iZ will be a significant book. No congervative like Clark is about to give it
that context nor would any be willing to consider what I believe the real one is. The
actuality is that this is the visible and very small part of a revolution of the right.
L nave seen it coming for years and was writing about it five years agoe I then amended
the Eisenhower phrase of "CIA-Military-Industrial Complex."

v One title that suggested itself to me while returming embodies this concepts Water-
gate ~ Fascism's Floodgate. Maybe it isn't good, maybe & variation would be or would be
better. But of all the visible manifestations of this revolution of the right - and there
have been many - Watergate is quite comprehensible as an excess of the Authoritarianism
$hat really has not been creeping, as the right has said of what it calls "socialism®,
Some months ago I started keeping an Authoritarianism filee Prior to that I had kept
- files on aspects. Particularly the attempts at changing the legal and Vonstitutional -
structures. Some of it was pretty open, required no deep thought for understanding, and

was completely ignored. One was Mitchell'’s attempt to rewwite the Sixth Amendment,

Another is Burger's attempt to change the function of and access to the Supreme Court
.while simultaneously intruding into the legislative process. (And how about the character -
.of Nixon's appointees?) Themse are not in themselves spectacular things and I would not .
intend more than pasaing mention. Thers are very many. Others include imobd.lizing. real]y
castrating, the Congress and ignoring its en,ctmonts, - o

This kind of reordering of society is nover possible without the active aid of the _
intelligence services, all of them, not only the CIA, which does mmixkxm dominate. Right
now it includes and it has for years included the FBI and for a period it included a
massive operation by the Army. (I was the object of improper Army interest and know ome :
man who was part of it.) With the Army doing thekx leg work and not limited by approprastions,:
80 many dossiera were collected nobody knows their number. Soldlers were used as spies and '
as file clerks. So indiscriminate was this Geatapo surveillance that ecologista appear
in now-hidden files as subversives. But it is the CIA's intrusion into the domestic area
thqt is the sensational development. It trained and equipped im and imported the storm

rs.Its explosives have been used by these men for domestic bombings. Its arms are
sti hidden where buried. During Hurricane Camille one cache was exposed by the erosions




bagh ey T, focrast, o e Mashtliny, Gud o s, UTgel. pask &lon
more CIAers of the past figure than have becn publiciged. Some were not caught,
some would not go along.

There is truly sensational material I do have and has not bean used and has little
prospect of being used relating to this. By coincidence, one of the things that will
- keep me from catching up much today will be a visit from the man who was part of the
surveillances of me, the one who gave me ocarbons of my words when I made public appearances,
bills to the CIA front for this surveillance, checks in payment, emevliopes in which the
checks were mailed, and the names of the people. When his stomach finally tummed he taped
and transcribed his conversations with the national mansger of the private service used
by the CIA. If hia description of me beforelx he met me is a bit excessive, it and the
response of his boss in their January 24, 1968 conversation would be amusing if the whble
thing were not so genuinely subversive. He reported "the CIA's old nemeals, Fr, Harold
Weisberg, is coming to Chicego next Friday." The boss' response was, "Oh, what®fun!"
Tiis algo means "goody ~business!” When the local manager referred to my them new book,
- Iy fourth, the national manager first said, "Yeah, he has been talking about it here."
-~ e then added, referring to the CIA, "I will tell them about it. It is quite likely that
»,ﬁ‘t}ayvinbefinteres_tovdj. he seams to be bo them.” In later description of this
book hemx said it "has all kinds of stufif in it." (Someiof that "stuff™ was four more
Years in getting public atiention, the CIA's improper and f{llegal training and indoctring~-
" ting of local police,.) Tlnlocalnanmrmportedha'waam@mofnwhautsmhia
territory, what "he usually does when he is in Chicago,’ or this was by no means a first
time and said, "All right, well. so I will Reep an eyex on Mr. Weisberg here," "Okay",
his boss said, "and I will let them know.® The CIA wanted the surveillance and I have
all the proof, beginning with carbons of what they got. In 1971, with the appearance of
my £ifth book, I had a conversation with this national manager and I taped it. He said
of CIA's interest in writers that I "hold the all-time track record." If the pixie in
me took him by surprize when I phoned, he was nonetheless forthright because he knew
that I knew.

The unpublished stuff I have on Hunt is, I think, sensational. His career has not
yet been adequately reported. It and other things on Nixon personally should be enough,
. if anything can be, to get Nixon impeached. (Bat I have in mind & book that will not be
dated by impeachment, resignation or anything that emerges in what will be a developing
story in which nobody can forfes what will happen.) Hunt almost set the fuge on World
War III, He was really Frank Bender of the Bay of Pigs. I know he was part of the
Arbenz overthrow in Guatemala and I am sure but do not yet have absclute proof that it
is he who triggered the Dominican fiasco you should recall, under LBJ, with open warfare,
many deaths, and the restoration of a fascist, military digtatorship, Hemm was angaged in
illegal domestic intelligence beginning notk later than 1945, re there is a prima =~ -
fadecasetlmthakinedthedeallhadwiththeSa‘hzrdwEvmngPoetformyﬁrstbook.~_
~ (These personal things need not be 4in the book but could be. One of the first things I
must do is write the requested memo on all of this for the ACLU because Shattuck wants
to present it to the board. The purpose to decide if they'll sue the ¥IA for me., That
would, I think, help a book considerably. Andskx it has never been done before. It
should permit the taking of depositions. Ingluding from Hunt. You know what this could
mean to the second-sale of a book.) During all this time he had a cover with both a
literary agency and a public-relations agency that worked for the CIA, as far back as
the Bay of Pigse I have absolute, irrefutable proof of these connections, with intimate
details, including clandestine phone and meil) services. After Hunt retired from the CIA
he had an unhidden but unknown connection with this seme PeTe outfit, *t was not what
was reported after his arrest, that he was no more than a hired pen, Hé was vice president
& member of the board. And they continued to get government money, Jax money, after
t's arrest. These are phoney contracts, like getting the President's daughter on TV
{and during a campaign, yet). What Hunt and the agency's president, Robert Benunett, were
actually doing is setting up some 40 fronts for the hiding of clandestine Creep money,
including that dairy-interest bribe, They hid it in the bank of True Davis, the man
W0 pulled the Eagleton plug,




This is part of what I was driving at in the correspondence with John “ean III that
I showed you. His failure to respond to my repeated request is all I need to go into
federal court under 5 U.S.C.552, the Freedom of Information lewe. Under that law the
case goes to the top of the clSendar immediately. Today this would get real attentiom.
if you recall the requests in that correspondence relating to Nixon and public monsy,
they relate to what 1s not believed of him, common, ordinary graft, and I have the proof
irith respect to some. Briefly, without going back to the Checkers speech, where I also
Inmow what was not thenpuhlidxadbavingtodovithhispamhaaaofapropertyIknw
well from knowing its ownera, former Attorney General and Mrs. Homer Stille Cummings,
there seems little doubt that he is renting his own property to the government for his
own and no other use (San Clemente and Key Biscayne) and there is no doubt that tax
money is being spent in permgnent improvements for his personsal, financial benefit, At
Sen Clemente this includes an entirely new heating ayeten. on the books as part of tho
"security" arrangements!

Or, othor, new and more serious and more smsational e:riminal acﬁvity for and
on behalf of if not. indeed, by the President. .

Iou and any prospective publis!m' should understand that dasplte the excellent
reéporting and my belief that the Washington Post really deserved the Palitger, tharo
has really been no original investigative reporting. Virtually 100% of what has appeared .
vwas leaked by those with a vested interest in having it appear. I have been close to the
reporting and the reporters. I know tham. I could not interest Woodward and Bemmstedn
of the Post in going off on their own, even on Hunt, I have no reasm to believe that
thds will not change. The one indication of original approaches was duwring my trip to
Hew York, when some reporters asked some assassination nuts I know about connections
between the characters thus far out from under the rocks and the JFK assassination,
There are some. As I told you, Irhave the FEI reports on Fiorini (Sturgis) and Barker's
associate Suarez, perhaps a dosen pages. Barker, by the way, was Byntts Bayuof Pigs
sécond~-in-command. He had worked for the Cuban polioce and both the FBI and CIA, I have -
many more FBI reports on their cronies. They'd make a provocative appending if reprom-

_ duced in facsimile. Who who has not mnnyworkmaeverseananl“m repoxrt?

In some ways the excellent reporting has been bad reporting. The original Lndicw
ment, for example, was an obvious Shitewash.I have it and have already analyzed it.
Crimes on which the existing proof was overwhelming were not charged. With all the
money already established as part of the deal, onlyt‘t.?OOwasmnﬁ,oneda Ete, Etes
This was Nixon's prosecution of Nixon,

I have had previous personal experiences with many of theso figures. Dean you
know ofe Off the top of the head, Mitchell, Kleindienat and _ s to0e I've also
beaten all in court and have independent proof of the protection &% all of serious
federal crime, perjury, and of the participation of two at least in its subornation,
Add Pat Grey in a separate one, the case that was ruled on by the Court of Appeals
February 28, I won and it is against the FHI, Hore I am led to believe that it would
not be impossible for me to interview some of these people if I were to restriot my=-
self to an area in which I think they'd be anxious to talk for & book that had some
possibility of wide attention, In a fast book the transcripts could be an appendix, ‘
For five years, in my thinking and in my writing I have termed these people and all the

- others "the dedicated wrong". They are quite sincere. They really want an authoritarian
state and consider it patriotism. I think they would be willing to attempt self—jusﬂ.—
fication. That would zing in a book with the doctrine suggested above.

Agide from those with whom I've had personal contact, I think I can approach others,
For example, McCord's present lawyer is the one whose name appears on two of my Freedom
of Information suits. (Lesar, to whom I referred you on another matter, and I actually
did all the work.) Efforts to sell McCord have failed because all he can say on fact is
public domain, Rather, in the limited concept of fact that is understood. He was part

of a military preparation for Der Tag when all of this broke, a genuine fear he actually
_has that those milliom of reda in this country will take it overe I have enocugh on




wav wioaout Wﬁ/ﬁtﬁ/w. Amum M%f—b Mw\& m{fé "y :‘i‘:‘:’v ’““?
Washington Wednesday, while I was in New York, to a reporter friend of mine, for use
abroad, iy friend is correspondmt for Brazilian newspapers. She is quite a radicsl,
but that did not deter artha.

. However, I anticipate no problem with content, except from too much in hand already.

I regurd these things as attractive additlons but by no means necessary and I would not
suggest delaying a book for them. I believe the book should be written without eny effort
at interviewing and any interviews should be appendix material #nly. Asdde from what is
¥nown (if not really wiflely) and should be included as part of the entire story, I thénk
I have indicgted considerable and completely fresh material. There is more. While I've
been writing this I remember Hunt's proposal to assassinate the head of another Ftate.
| A liberal publisher Aight relish this because it was Castro, “unt's first proposal when

" he joined the Bay of Pigs project, and because Bill Buckley, for ell his inveighing '
“against the dishonesties of what to him is the "liberal" press, edited this out of the
»sbowhedidwith&mtandcmptedallthetranadﬂptstohideit.,lhavetheaired '

.show on tape, the Buckley transcript and the unedited tape, from Buckley's own incompet-
ents on his show. Not stolen but bought for $5.,00 and properly indentified,

I Migress before I fArget. This is also the story of the yapping Yaffers, the
ganies of the Young Americans for Freedom (ugh!) stripe when they got their first chance

"mant.IusﬁmnathgmmememﬁmmdﬂnmwmmltMm

' that and are not. When they come into power, these phoney conservatives turn out to be

_Ameriform fasclats, Naxzis without gas chambers. Even an Egil Krogh (EEJil Krogus, as in
rogue), who is regarded by liberals as a decent and concerned man, actually threatened =
~ doctors who opposed authoritarianism. I meen scared them so they stayed scared for years.
I have a cousin who knows all these people personally from having held as high a poaition
in the government as civil sexrvice permits. He has just retired.

Another free association as I ramble in my haste: Nixon is reorganizing the CIA to
make it a personal armof the President while he is Preaident. It is called “effeciency®.
I have some personal stories about the dedicated Schlesinger, just moved to Defense. Him
sucBeseor 18 one of the original Viet Nam bad guys under whom thers was this torture
of prisoners, including civilians. 'l‘hrmdng!nmansfrunhancoptem too. ’

Speed: remember, I have been a publishers My fourth book was 28 days from the ‘
- day I wrote the foreword until I had the first 100 bound copies in-my hand for press use,
. When Dell ordered 8,000 coples of WHITEWASH #n a Fciday aftermoon, they were printed and
“the sewing of the tinds was well under way on Monday. The order was filled and shipped .
by the naxt Filday, o within a week, With a cheeper binding, greater speed is a snap.
- I think what I have in mind ‘also be great for initial sales. You realize I am
nottal!dngtheorylmtwhatlhavedom.Hyfourthbookmlxnadanmandmbaectindext
and there were but two of us ofirking, my wife and I, (I'd omit an index in this but would -
include one in later aditiom,ifany.) , : .

Financial arrangemont: entirely in your hands. The one thing I would need because
of nmy precarious condition now is the actual and slight cost of doing what I could not
do at home. Ezample: getting to people to interview them. I have the &ape recorder and
aufficient tapes.

Promotional possibilities: aside from my writing and public appearances ( people
are still talking to me when I go to Kew York of those of seven years ago, and I meen
total strangers), I was a Scnate investigator, was s.noss. d.tdt!wdefiniﬁvevorkon )

Hagzi cartels in Wordd War II wasatronble—ahooter recall rush jobs
for the Uhi:e House and the director of :Lntelligm for the g Depar‘unent) j




often called upon for apecial jobs by both Secret Intelligence andCounter Intelligence
divisims(imanintelngenuemalyut)nhentheyoouldnotdothm.&nmberoflarge
corporations were vested by the govermment following my work. I recall the pimxigxix
Plexiflas people, Roain&;ﬂaa%dxéﬂ.ng. the drug house, TherewereBrobablyothera.
Until Shimicin réalized that with all those cases pending on Calories Yon't Count,
fmtmmmmmsdmmwmmmtnwmhwmmpubuo-,.
relations knowhow, it would be the best-saelling book of 1965 and I'd be the best-kmwon
private cltizgen, Without filing any more XEEEXE Freedom of Information suits © and
remember I am in a position to do it immediately with what is quite relevant to tids
book, against both the White House and the CIA and that the ACLU might file one for me -
there are two cases nov in litigation that can atiract considerable attention. The one
against the Department of Justice and the FEI that I won in the court of appeals will

~ get an gn hang rehearing by that court or will go to the Supreme Coprt. (I regard it

- as 80 unlikely it is impoasible that the government will do what the court of appeals
ordered in remandings Sirica, the Watergate juige, is the judge in the court below,)
Inthe*l.ng,asaudnaﬁon,whe:eIdeinmﬁmﬁar.Ihmthesoluﬁonbotha o
actual killing nowe Ray can't talk and survive. *t is a very dangerous situatiom im

* which too-many people, tmdflxky including the close-mouthed Ray, his brothers and his -
pefvious lawyers, have already been indiscre}@, Even if nothing happems to Ray, that
casoisnowguingtothecourtofappaalainciwimﬁ.I'fit'takm‘;th’ehppaal,tha '

. investigation on which Lesar's petition is based is my work. With the 4rial he has never
" bad, my work will acqidt Ray. Or, more second-sale possibilifies, too. All of this will
fit in with another sensational case about which I can now say nothingiexcept in private,
" It is the case of a very well-known man, One of the most controversial and articulate
in the country. And he knows and is biding his time, If I am regarded ms a controversial
figure from my Kennedy assassination work, evenifIamcritieizedgorit. this is all
grist for the selling mill, In fact, as a competitor to Bantam and ~ollenhoff, aside
from the differences in the books and my belief that it is mine that will have the new
and sensational material, I am one of the few who could also be a different and attention~

getting author.Although I have never been a real apook, even when I was a British (‘unpad.d) o

agant before we got into World War II or in 05S, I could be called one.

My knowledge of how the agencies work is not restricted to my 0SS service. I have
worked with police and the FBI. I lkved in the field on a case with the FBI once for
four months. One agent taught me how to mssemble and dimassemble an automatic blindo
folded so I could ride shobmun for him when all the other agents were wavailable,

There is more of an FBI story here than I've told you. One example is what they did not
turn up on Hunt and what he and his assoaiates were up to. This means only that they
avoided or suppressed it, I did it all without leaving homs! begitning with standard
sources I asked others to zerox for me, ~ . R e : ,

~ This is intended for your information and for your talking to any publisher, if you -
do that before I evolve the formula on which I'm still working. It would be much easier
if there were an expression of interest because variations are possible and gne of the
variables is the preferences of the publisher. _ o : o

Ienjoyédthe reunion after all these years very much. Again I thank you for it and
for your kindneases, s o . B : ~ .

I left word for Mamy before I left. His mother died. This»appeara to be the reason .

- he did not kesp our appointment. ‘ e o :

Bast I
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Dick, this is the carbon of the hasty piece I did on prospects for the National Enquirer
(which found it too. sophisticated for its readers) that has someof what I suggested could
make an interesting novel., I also include a retyped copy of what Gravel sent me, a Xerox
of the challenge and the pfViklope. As I remember it, there is much more than I go into @
in this retyped rough draft that we could piece together from the challenge (good title?).
We meaning my ofif corps of assisting analysts...Toward the end I refer to the intellectusl
who phoned me, saying less of him than he said of himself. He claims to have translated
the intercepts when U~2s flew over the USSR and when its predecessors did. These included
RB 47s. Ond working on one of those when the pilots were repatriated was none other than
The Watergate's James McCord, then in CIA, From the pilots' descriptions, in 24 hours, McC
same up with the pictures of the interrogators in the USSR, This story comes from a man I
know, then White House Air Force liaison, the man who introduced McCord to ny friend who is
not McCord's lawyer. HW 5/12/73




