lis. Rephaala Serey, menasing edifor 3/10/ud
Richard Callen & Co.

260 PiTth dvra,

liew York, Y 10001 5

Dear Raphanla, . <

Last Yriday, barch 4, jusi as we wers leaving to do what had accunulated and had
to be dene beciuse $he snow and iee had confided us so much, the author's set of page
proofs were doelivered. Yith thei was your letiter saying C o: G had to have them by
resterday, the Ythe lot dreamin:; of the disaster thote proofs represent but wanting
topeturn the proofs as raidly as possible, I went 4o work on then Saturday, and Sunday
Tinish ed a thorow:hly disgusting, cmotionally draining a job. As my accompanying
letter said, corrcedions that siuply bad to be made and were mads by me, Eorrections
of what should nol have been done to begin with, I did pick ups Vhen I realized that
as it stocd this was entirely without conclusions, I wrots you a hasty note and told
you I woul! send them immediately. I did that, too, and you had that before your
deadline. I let everything: else go. By your schedule in your letter I had vno worldng
day and an hour or two on the next day if I were to get the correeted proofs back by
overnight UPS, the only way I could pet thow back by the time you stipulated. I think
that 1ittle time is incredible, given all the time there had been. I turned part of
the ms, in last Septeuber, the rest in October, and then sent a few additions because
I had wiitten in such haste‘.

To get this done I worked the weckend, taking time only for the briefest skimuding
of the mornin:; paper. Besides, having had no advance notice-something I have yet to
get from any of you on anything at all - I had medical needs I started to meet bofore
daylight on ['1011(1:13.(. 'l‘he‘qj):mded when I was home from an hour and a half in the dentist's
chair for part of a ¥oot-canal job. (ot bad, I dozed of: a couple of timg and was
avakened by my loud snores and the dentest's laughing, ) I was ha#dly home when Diana
phoned to say the proofs bad fo be returned immediately. That means that if I had not
spent the weeltend on them I'd Lave had to return them unread. ‘his is the way publishers
wvork? The way authors are treated, th: way responsible bocks come out?

We made tho copies ond drove into town to send them and you had them Tuesday morning,
the eighth, gt ¥

At no peint and in no way was I responsible for any delay. 0__’]__ d'l-g ZZ‘ “1(7 [

The spectacularly incompeten :3;ped copy vas sent me by ltichard on January 20, I

made the great amoimt of correcticns rerﬁuired. and sent them as soon as possible. My '
lotter is uwndated, alas,but I have a lotter from lichard that + believe was sent after
he got them )dated ffebrum 2e

And then, with so minuscule e book, I am not sent proofs until a month and a day

after Richard's letter and then given virtually ne fime to read and correct them! o
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time at all, as it turned out from Divna's call if I had not spent the weckend ofy themd

And if I understond your letter 'correctly and take from it what you dn no% say but
L think your letter clearly means, I wasted all that time as I also wasted most of the
time correcting vhat a high school kid of reasonable intelligon€e would not have had
in the copy to begin vith.And that T correct!

Three or four diflerwnt s‘tyles on direct quotations, quite a few of them.

When the copy I sent was in the correct style and needed no changes and was in
fact almost cntirely in the form of xeroxes. That someone up theff“decided to play
childish pames tithe Like decided that paragraphs are not for a book and, even in
direct quotation, when it was clearly to be verbatim, using dashed :I.ns:tnaadJ adding
that for porographing in such things as the official transeript of an official proceeding!

This was done in the copy I got' under date of ifanuary 20 so wretchedly badly that
it is in some insteonces imposzible for the reedeo- to lmow whether lenpgthy passages are
my writing or what I quote! ( I')

And that, %too, was corrected in'what I returned gnd yo (fm.d a month or more before
Y”“f g'nt me the proofs. Only soneons un there decidemtfost of the corrections I
made in the copy should not be made, including that oncz) and Iﬁ’ost of them on these quota-
tions. Someone's love of dashes that did not exist in verbatim reproduction just had
to s&ay in! and fron your letter I teke it remainsin what is to be printed!

Hy menuscript doer have conclusions. When the proofs sent me just poop out, with
no conclusions and with mueh of the point of the entire booK alroady cut out for no
comprehensible reason at nll, I did rush a short conclusion. You now tell me that it
'is tor late to put in a'conclusion' ...but the consensus of opinion from C & G sales is
that as it stands, it is an enticing comeback in any event.?

Whatever you mean by "comeback" what you say is entirely irrelevani to the absolute
need of a work of nonfiction to state conclusionse It is my reputation you people are
rpining by portrayin; me as so incompetent that L do a book and just let it di:?c:p
doad withoul concluding, There is no "continued next week" in books! =

Raphaela, I began writing morc than GO years ago. llore than 60 years ago I edited
the high school paper that took an'h.lLl-Amrica Honor Ratins" at the Columbia School of
Journaliem annuel competitien for hizh school paperse. L spent yeers editing and publishing
Senate hearings and reports. And now I am made to pppear to be a fool, an amateur, an
incompetent and pmrhaps worse because of what you people have done that ought not in
any event have been done and then with this incredible deadline that precludes any of
the corrections in proofs tn wihich authors are entitled!

Did any of you stop to ask yourself what I'1l bo able to say if anyone, particularky
in the media,aslkse me why my bool has no conclusions, h why did I Just let it peter out}?
Vhat it lns so many grossly wrong roproductions of what is supposed to be verbatim, so
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ful

many differont %son it vhen onf: one is correct? Should I then say my publishers
are a bunch of jerks and don't lolow lhouy to edit and publ::.sh books and have typiste
vho eannot follov clzoar xavox copy: of originals quoted? And thinle books do not need
conclusions? On a.'fl*.”-' *’] condinds] O an kbm{,t[ ]

Or that its smales foreced makes the editoriel judgements and dictates siyle?

Raphnela, L publizhed five of my six published Looks on the JIK assassination,
ell but ene when L was brole and in dobi and with no income and vith many problems
that for many prople vould be overwholming and therc are no such flaws in any of them.
liy Wife was th. equivalent of typesetter and I did all the rest to ublish except the
covers, vhe actual printing and shoowing the negatives from vhich to print. 8nd L helpeed
on them, ton, and went over thom and- the bliles.Two days on that on the last book 50
miles from home uhen + was in agony fron acute thrombophlebitis and no such error in
it or in any of my Dookse They need not exist, not a single onec of them. You up there
created all of them, When I corrected. them in January they exist in Harchl! ftd‘fli‘b/e /’ ! <

Diane said scuexldng I could not Luulug-'_:'[;and about the printer's problem but because
I was returning the proefs that day T i1 not ask lLer to explain what I did not under-
stand. But whatever tho jndinter's PI‘{.Jblﬂm i, it is not his reputation but mince that id
involved in this simply awful situation I did not create, I did correct and with a
month to do it those corrections were not made, I is nut.the print. ' reputation that
is being damayed, it 78 mince And if' a little mor time is needed, all that need be
done is delay the bocl{_:; m:ﬁ.ntmg the 11ttle time required, and +then all ol this - that
I did not cause and 5ou((ti_d - can be corrected and I would not be dameged by it. lor
wonld the boclz, which ecan be lawhed at the way I last saw those proofs.

Tou also 211 me "There was no Ltime to insert the photos." Thers was! Flenty! I wrote
wany times about them, witholt & son: le response. When I}Learned that the Archives was
moving all its JI stull and could not then mako copies, and that was leng apo, I wrote,
without evencclmouiledgenmt, that these could Lo made frowm the j‘bin@d Uomrdision page,
as I had done, with an offpet camomfthat would vemove the photoengrever's dotse I could
hove bhad that done lher~ if you could not have up there. &nd those plm'tn)/arc perhaps the
nost ioportant exhil;'i“c“;w‘i'&c’\’?:' uhat you deseribe with what I regard as a buzz word to replace
the earlic bums buzz word, nov "legel arpument," lact Septomber “/Eﬁmrer'r: briefdJ"

In either formulation I pul the book together that vey. Lt needed nothin- ot 2ll o
be that! Richard {lattered me no end in writing me, "I think you did uFmT great jobe -
Tou would have been a nolable lawver in the Clorence Darrow mold." OF course that pleascd
me very .uch, particularly from him with all his lawyer experience!

Byt vhat lawyer makes aw"argument" or files a "prief" that just drops dead, without
atating any conclusiona?

dnd despite the impossible deadline,:} picked up in those conclusions what was
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most importaont as either arpument or briel and for no perceptible reason at all was
eliminated. It was in the ponuscripts Hot only does that include what is absolitely
bagie, it ia wiat has tho bect chance of attracting media interest. And it includes the
point of +he uml-*&s"‘inf%n‘th;: rianseript m:i:tdited out. While the conclusions was not
the ideal pylee to have that, it certainly was better than not having it at alll!!!

Raphacla, neithe ' my age now my impaired health notrmy veakmess and fragility nor
anythin: else, including\“éariness delayed my prdducing the manuscript or correcting
the shortened copy sent we or  the proofs. If there was any tiue bind,you people creagad
it after I saw to it that it had no reoaron to exist,

I made no objections, caused no problcms, made no demands, not af: en when, as I
[ind incredible, I was never informed of anything and never got responses to lotteps, to
tquestions and to ofi‘ers.'rj/""‘tf b brifr whin "{’ '

And now, for absélutelr no reason at all under normal procedupes and none at all
if the book is sli;litly delaged in being printed, I am being made a laughingstohé'
among my peers, povtrayed by you, not' by me, as an incompetent or worse. A abaitns A 4

Don't try to tell me about +ime pressures, eithow, liy third book, which is longer
thaM this one, was Tour weeks from the day I began it until I had the {'brst hundred
codies, wiih a name-and-subject index and with a sewed binding, vhich Be=m takes
ever so much longer, in my home, And I did the makeup on it, too,wfhat the priuter
usually does. and at that uy drinte® had to farm the binding oute

I agrecd to edit:i.ng but there wano no editing so that took nof time, There was
merely cutting, by cha ter, with most of th: chapters totally eliminated and + oue that
remained shifted around without any continuity added, E"nd I did not complain about
that, either,

If it requires delaying the bool a little I tlink it should be delayed, tha con'egctiuns

made, the conclusions and the pictures added and that is what I went and ask.

I would lilke very much to kmow hou ?Q;fmcredible and very damaging situatiion came
to pass bul the record indgfates that I'11 get no weaningful response, having gotten
no responses at all in 'U1=;fnat. M b M"‘fﬁ Wun ’l"’]; ,'W'fM m/ﬁm& Hapren ‘,

And if this iz not do
to lgjow what L au to say to those, particualrly in the media, who ask about it.

Uho up there believes thal a non-fiction bouk without| With sincerest regrats,

s s I wint very much for it to be done, I surely would like

taple of contonts or inde: will be reo rded as

a serious vork?That is what apoeurs o be Harold Weisber

g
about to hap en! (]ébbﬂ[/
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The paclare vas dapagsed when it got here but that is OE. The hox used for all
tiiat paper vas too flimsy. It and the wrapoing paper brogco and tore but lost no
contents, The wrappyl paglape at the top, marlked Chapters 1-IV)is in good shape.

But I'1l not so farthur into it until I have a suitable box for it. J nou have none
of those dimensions that will hold thatl wuch paper.

dnd vhenover you ret it done will be fines L apprciate your efforts with it.

There were tn have been three sets of the complete original, one for me, onc for
Wrone at tle niv, o Uisconsin and one for Professor lelnight at local :I‘iood College.

He plans o pfloe his sot in s dibrary for studont use when he gets if.

The damage to the box is of no oignificane. I nersly explain wiy I can say no
more about the contbents, il there is any iy to be said about that,

I did uot nred the veturn of the oririnal mse anyway. 1 have a xeroz of it already
in separate filc Tolders by chapter.

Hention of placgng the retyped ms in the college library reminds me of what you

nay find interesting or awusing.

A rotired Danish businessman who fI‘Oi‘rl‘ his letters seems to b2 a wonderful porson
agled me yoors ago il Lo could translate my work into Daniﬁ. I agreed. Several months
ai;0 I got from lin a paclage that included a looseleaf-bound set of what he had to then
done in the most expensive and elaborate binder of that auft I've ever seen. With it was
a Yanish to Dnglish dictionary. That in in the library. They have students from all over
the world, il. is a fing school. So, muybe they'll have one from Denmark.

If you do not run off copien o1 the professors, and + presume that to do tlis with
the eomputers you mevely push buttons, I'1ll have them xrroxed coumercially here. Ours is
a aimple copler in which one quceacysheet at a time and i% does not collate. I can use

it only #ffor short periods of tim: beoause I nay not stand still so T have o sit on
a bar stool uith ny ledt leg horizontal on the cabinet in which we stor: the pape1*J1-:lﬁ.la
1 feed the machine sideways. dnd wy wif'e this time of the year is busy. She is a tax
consultant.

&nd botveen the tuo of us, denw Yaphacla, next mon‘Jv/C:e vill have 163 yeors.

WZZ’L{ d
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