Richard Gallen 9/22/93
260 Fifth Aves, ‘
New York, NY 10001

Dear Richard,

After packaging what I sent you this morning I thought a bit about how I might ve
able to give Herman t"1:'131‘ an understanding of the book and what it does. I enclose the
hastily-done Preface. - .

L¢ T did not mention it, I have Hosx in'Big as the title, with a descriptive
subtitlé.

Over the years 1've developed a concept of what think of as intellectual judoe
This is what L yad in mind in writing you earlier abput sending copies 4o those who
provided those dust—jacket blurbs and were deceived, with the:l.y"i;rust imposed upone

I also enclose a partial copy of a story also in yesterday's maile

It may suggest that Ambrose might welcome learning in advance what he bhad donéjé M_,
including to his professional reputations !

Best,
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' 77" Oswald-alone theo}

shots; Posner says, ! :

" any recent JFK_ project save Oliver Stone’s movi
“JFK," which suggested that a plot to kill Kenned
ighlevels'of the Unltad States Goy

© 7 Ita appeal” liés: Ho ‘*in;ta oro {ni apparently.
. even-handed research, ancl the fact thnt follavnng tha
: puhhcauon in recgn pars of a near-constant atraam

" by a'vespected author to argue persuasively, for’ the
a‘scenario most Americans dis.:

missed years ago, ¢

‘“Weo have forgntten-ﬂm ptory,”" Posner an.ld. (Rt

have forgotten the details of it because we've lost Og-
wald, In all thesq Lhirly years, all the talk was ahou
conspiracies.” '-'\ s

Typical of l.ha fmmrnble treatment thus far was &
cover gtory and 24-page special report on the book fn
U.8. News and World Report, The maguazine’s cover

declared the book' .‘hrllllanl." and concluded: that of
all the new booka ori the assassination, *'Case Closed™";

had the “smell of trigth.'! The or.hera, us. News said
* merely had a “‘smell: v

“He sweeps away decades ot'pol emical bmnkﬁ la

by layer, and builds'an unshakable case ajzinat JFK

. killer,” U.8. News said of Posner. ' e upods

“It's just a model'of historical schnlurshlp,, smd

Stephen Ambrose, the: Boyd Professor of History at

the University'of New Orleans, and noted student 'of 7z

- asgaspination litergture,.who saya the book has |

. entertained the possibility of a conspiracy because pf'i ;Wlpny lJnnltl wllh Mannllchu l‘lrunn rllh lbnu. In ;

changed his mind. He said that until this hook, he had
doubts about the sin Ia-hullet theory. He says Puanar

has convinced him:that'a single bullet hit both Ken-

e

nedy and Connally; ‘and that ald acted alone. . i

But will “Case C 'L change the American mind?
Critics — and I.hm‘nrh many ~ say that Posner;:g”
former, Manhattan :attorney, ignored important evi-’

- dence in an effort to build a prosecutorial mdu:tmant 7

of the ream of consplracy thearies.
 Probably the most, widely respected hehever In the
paaaahlhty of a JI‘l'Cmmplracy — former House Se-

o |

Blakey — said Posner's ook, rather thun having! a
real impact,.would /gnd:up a:mere “footnote™ in a:
bibli Phy of asaagsination literature,

" < “What's troublesome for me in Posner's book is
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one side, and

there's no reason for a person who's seen or heard all E:
the evidence to credit hia book as opposed to someone

else’s,” gaid Blakay. a Umveralty of Notre Dame law
professor.
“T think Les Harvay Oawnld fired two ahot‘ l‘rom
behind that killed the president of the United States
beyond' a reasonabla’ doubt,”. Blakey said.-*But I-
think there is substantial evidence to beliuve both the °;
‘ear- and the eye-mtneeaes that there was nnothar

shot in the plaza, =4’ © a3

*1 think a reasonsable permn can agrec wnl.h me,’
Blakey added. “I'm not so arrogant as Lo say, ‘Case ::
Closed." " . ' ' 4kiish &

“Case Closed"" essentially is a stralghtfnrward nar- :
ration of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came
to kill Konnedy. "The ‘conclusion, though arrived at

. more artfully, is precisely that of the Warren Com-
mission, which endured both contemporary and sub-

sequent derision for not'seeing a conspiracy. - .- t#would come up very agitated, presantmg all kinds of -+,
“ ' "thecries,” Seeing that Clark wasn't buying,’ students

But there are some new twists.
Posner produced one the old-fashioned way: By cre-
ating his own indexi of the Warren Commission re-:
nart ha fonnd what ha aava ir information about Os-’

The book already, hns gotten more auention 'than_ %
i

" of conspiracy books,: ‘Case Closed” may be the firlt !

lect, Committes on-Assassinations counscl G. Rohert

In Oliver Slnna 8 film, "JFK,): .

v

i

i Kennedy and attendantiw
| theories have done mu
"the last quarter of this’
century — the killing of 'a:beloved

sented to miliions the sudden

snatching away of hope, and the con-. .

:Enncy argumnnhs because they revealed a powerl'ul
pticism straining at the national peyche.:,

the time the Warren Commission decIared in*

é

#iKennedy the Ea us year, polls showed that a third
E_of Americans beliey

" 'in someone's diabolical game. The number
60 percent in 1966 ‘and continued cllmhlng.,_When
pollstera questioned Americans following the contro-.|

* versial 1991 movie, “JFK,” 77 percent said they had
i'no doubt: Kennedy was the victim of a oonaplracy

i» %It was as though Kennedy’s death had insp ired a

11;1” religion — an orthodoxy of dishelief. "'l‘ha Lheor-

i'igs really ran around the country like wildfire,”

Lealled “Ramsey Clark, who served as USj) pttomey

l']ganernl from 1967-69. ““It was hard to go ta'a college

i campuis and not find a'dozen or so young people who

i/ seemed Incredulous. “’I‘hey would walk away shaking:

E‘their heads,” he said.’ Y
165 Tri: hiw_ ok - H0asa (loasd ¥ Pﬁdd p‘ﬁ{ﬂ“' a::

* president because his loss repre- ...

1@&904 that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in slaymg :
ed instead that Oswald was onl a

5 debats churning for ano

cated “JFK" to young
search for truth marches
.. Because the Warren
centerpiece of the establ
argument, Stone likely
““march” for truth will t
“What made us |[Am
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+ report was woeflully, woe
than Vankin, author of t
- Cover-ups and Crimes:
. Mind Contrel in Americi
Vankin says the Warre
- safest, most palitically
you see that you have t
_ing on,” smd the autho:
/" Oswald was merely one:
Though he rejects ¢
Guthman preas secreta

__the president's brother

" says most Americans ha
* reasonable “skepticism
i sassination. ““There has
Guthman now a journa
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"brace conspiracy expl
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