Dear Richard, 2/21/9

Yesterday I spent from 1 until 3 qt the neaby Welden boclkstore, by prean;tﬁge—
ment, to autograph borks, Selections. I pass on vwhat i observed. i

I lﬁceh’the cover very much as soon as I saw it. ALl the few comments I've gotten
are from thoue who liked it, sone very nuch.

There was no sign announcing %o mall traffic that 1'd be there, none on the table
with bools on it when * got there. hbout a week earlier I'd gdbe to the nearby radio
station during uy corly@morning wallding and there was a briel announcem:yﬂ beforz 5 a.m.
that I'd be there. llot many listeniny to Al radio that tise of the morning around here,

Vien T pot to Waldens thern was a small cluster of people around the table. They
all knew of me and my work. They had all seen me on TV shows. They all wanted to talk
and all but one bought a bool and asked me to au'@ograph ite In th?’énidsts of this a
young couple ent red the store. The wouan mxke® got a book, paid for it and brought it
baclk,ysldng me to avtograph it to her mother. By then all or glmost all the others had
lefte. She had noticed my n me of the Look and remembered me from TV shows. Of those who
stafped and spoks to me one man before leaving said he'd be back but he hadn;t the mondy
with him for it bucause of the shopping he hal to dos It was not, I think, a good flay
for people who were not thers to do shopping because it hapiens there was an auto show
in tne main oesid corridors

From the timo this group left, not another singls person stopped. A fair number
of thouo walldng past glanc:d at thoe cover, ap§rz:t1t1y attracted by the JIFK likeness.

Thisg is true also of tho::r;‘;r!ho ontored the store. The table was\rrenged so they could not
migs the bools: or me. 'J.‘he:,r,l to wallt on one side or the other to et ine. For about two
hours not @ single person stopped to talk to ms or to pick a book upe I have no way of
evaluating ithe normn] traffic in that store but it seemed to me not to be bad.

&s 1 noted the lack of interest I thought about it and watched ths people glancing
more., I Lelieve all they noticed was the JFK likeness. I have no way of kmowing whether
they rooad the title. But I formed the impression that it was the JFK likenes: that caught
their cye and that it did no more than that.

Lo the degre: that valid opinidns can be based on this one experience L believe that
what is iuportant on a cover is not JFK but the assassination. I think his likeness did
nothing for the bock, and that surprised me very much. 1t is opposite what my mail reflects.
but my mail is not a cross-section of society. +t is from those who are intereeted onlye

Thio expericnee lod me to belicve that something like the subtitle on my dpaft will

be important for the cover anmd that it should be prominent, telling at a glance that it
is an assassination bLook. It also suggests that for mere glimpses the attrictiveness of
the cover may not be the most important quality for a cover on thiis subject 1} least.

Best, ?/ \/{gc f /



