Dear lick, - 1/24/93

From time to time for a few months, a bit more often the past month. I thought of
writing you I didn't for mostly two reasons - I presume you stay busy and it might have
been premgture. I a:@moat wrote you Friday afternoon, day before yestefday, but again did
not. Then because of a few things that happened to me beginning yesterday afternoon, I
did decide to urite you th:i.s o Fe

T donlt know how mucﬁr’ifLEEything I told you about the book the draft ef-which
Dave Wrone is retyping when you and Dand were ljere, if you recall any of it. I spoke
about what I hope to accomplish, in content, not in finished writing, and the potential
I believed it would have. On this my opinion is confirmed by two professionals, historians
and subject experts. Both are excited about it and its importance. I also expressed the
hope that it could be published while 1 am still alive, rushed if possible, without concern
for the minor in editing. It was not only because I wanted to be alive when it was pub-
lished, I also wanted to be able to help it succeed, if only by ihone.’.ﬁis is something I

have done in the paste. Without a cent for advertising or promotions and without leaving hbme.

Once I remember lamenting that there is nobody around here like your wonderful Dr.
Segale My medical care has been from negligent and uncaring to malpractise. There is nothing
I dered do about maldng a change because the family doctor has been excellent in monitoring
what of all my many problems is most imporamant to me, the clotting and anticoapulating of
my blood. Andl + know of nobody here who I could expect to do as well. Without going into
any real detail %’E“th:‘;%f the recent past, which did give me several new and serious pro-—
Llems with my legs and more permanent injury to the more damaged one, ,Béginning a little
more than six months ago he prescribed antibiotics for qu:l.te some time before referring
ms, at my request, to an of s specialist. After iis’ antibiotics and inability to come to
any conclusion, at my request he remfe referred me to a pHlmonary specialist. A month or

leds ago he concluded I have chronic bronchitis, not medically teeatable and, as the result

of tests he did make, not emphysema, His opinion is that it also is not cancer but he de-
climed to make a bronchoscopic examination because of the danger that could mean to me from
the anticoagulation of my blood if there were any injury, not impossible. He prescribed
chest xz-rays svery three months, They are now clear edcept for scar tissue from pneumonia
of the past. Then {12 days ago I had my annual phys:.cal. It was a farce! He would not
even let Lil be present, as we have always been for ®eh others appointments so we would
each lmow and one could remind the other and help the other remember, He even completed
the cursory examination, about what is normal on any visit, without ordering the usual

lab work on the blood and urine, Among other things, as I realized later, he did not even
check me for a hernia or my prostate wvhen I have a chronic prostate problem. All pretty
unsettling. Then the lab work showed anemia, an iron deficiency. This has been true for
several years but those times he would not provide any supplement. Il‘l'l:l..'s’. time it was enough
for him to make a referral to a local specialist. Ve saw him day before yesterday and, as

e



with the also relatively young pulmonary specialist we were both favorably impressed by
this to us stranger. He took my medical history, them made his examination, and while I .
was dressing, based on what I'd suid of my medical history, paoned the family doctor to
recommend that I be sent to i opkins, The family doctor is away @ntil fomorrow. He spoke to
his most juniom associate, w.hox, temporarily, concurred. When 141 and I returned to his
office he told us he presumed from my medical history that I would prefer Hopkins, correct,
and that he considered an examination for polyps necessary. That reguires that I now be

(témgc‘:oagulated and imhm then reanticoagulated, bofh a bit trick;?:‘ :nx the possibility of
bl_&eeding if no polyps are detected and the certainty of some bleeding it they are, which
lhe expects, when they are removed. -

There is ome hazard in this, as there also is in what seems to be approaching, a new
prostate operation. That is normally outpatient but hgt for me and it does entail bleeding.,
and (§ith the local plumber who did the one & had I was awarded a few new thrombosis and I 4w~
spect other damages, )

Yesterday afternoon, for no apparent reason, while I was just sitting aend reading, I
became aware of a slight ache that came and went often. It seemed to be in the left testi-
cle or the thigh adjacent to its It was minor, not much of an ache, but efpecially because
the family dockor had made no hernia examination, more disturbing than it would have been,
It disappeared during the night but I awakened with a pain in that lower thigh, not bad
pain but again disturbing. That has since disappdared with my keeping that foot higher
than my 11ea_r'l: for some hours and my legs elevated since,

Recently I've been able to sleep a bit more and I've been up and wide awake less
frequently when aslﬁ. I attribute both tv my body doing what it needed to do. I have
been wealer recently and rarely get anything close to a normal night'ssleep, even my
norm, which is much less than most need.

With this explanation of why I take yout time now rather than waiting - Wrone now has
on.lg_ four chaoters to retype plus some in which to make the corrections I've made and sent
himy I do write now. I may hear from him vhile writing. He usually phomes me about this time
most sundays.

When Fivingstone told me that you told him I'm writing a book about the media it got
me to thinkdng. I decided that I had not make clear at the beginning where the book will
go, what it is really about and what it says. This thinking led me to write a prefaca,
although I had written both a foreword and an introduction. I know the three are a bit much!
When we spoke the last time you switched me to Petei'. #e liked how the preface begins., I
then asked Wrone to post the corrections in it as soon as he could, he did, he sent them to
me, I returned them for additional corrections, and I've heard nothing about it since. I hope
tu}totlay.

He is quite high on it. He said it should be expanded into a book.

So, I hope that it may be possible for Peter to think, once he gets it, about the



possibility of consolidating and cutting, eliminating what is not necessary and the dupli-
cations to veduce these three into perhaps two or maybe eliminating two by additg to the
preface,

I have no idea of what Wrone has sent you. I'll ask him today. But I do hope that
before long it will be enough for you to make a favorable decision.

I do have four chapters of the next book drafted and I've completed the research for
the next one. But for several weeks it has been a bit more chaotic here because of a fur—
nace adeident, what is simit called a "blowback." The entire place was coated with fine
soot. It took two wé eks for a professional cleanup crew with as many as five people
vorking a day to get that mess as cleaned htif)ffas it can be.Ilt required moving every file
cabinet, 60 or more and heavy, all the cartons of books and &f records, all the books we
have upsfairs, and the records and tapes, all the furnitute-everytiing that has a surface.
Flus the floor, ceiling and walls and windows and drapes and clothing. It came from a
faulty new nozzle tho furnace blower gets with each servicing. Forbusstely, Ve are fartunage
that out insurance company immediately assumed responsibility fof most of the $10,000 cost
and recommended a good professional cleaner,

B (e @ my mA_ny hopes 73 days from my 80th birthday is that these new problems will amount
to nothing serious and that the polyp businesss, not yet arranged for, will have me home
rapidly and able to return to g_ggﬂz Osw1d? scon and with less worry and fewer disturbances
of concentration because I think it can be a very good and worthwhile book with a real sales
po‘ten‘tlal.llot to teadffe you but to il i, T do BEve s 1wost Hhat 85 & ligrine Oswald
had an exceptionally high security clearance, Top Secret and "rypto, and that ‘hha Russians
suspected he was a US sleeper agenj?/ The latter j‘nvolves a defected KGB official and I
have much that is new, unknown and unusued, about him and what he said about Oswald. That
saying got him t?r'l:ured incredibly fof three years by the CI& before they were forfed to
clear him. They paid him and hired him. &8s of my last knowledge he was still working for
them.Gerald Ford was very much involved in this, as I told you, and it will be qhité a
otory on him, I have urdesewn Iexecutive session transcripts of the Commission on this,

On the current book I'm still thinking of as Never Again! despite the :H:clocaust
sugrestion, I've spoke to nobody else about it and have ngt s#ught an agent.

McKnight and Wrone are the two po \esaional historians, really the only ones, who
are real subjec‘g‘ i and kpow the literature well, Wrone,to/aoe.uthor of the only professs
ional bibln.ography,,perg:—‘;i—all, have encapsulated opinions. In writing the Aood president
recommending honorary degrees for L.J.l and me, he said it should "revidlutionize" thinking
ahout the JFK assassination. Wrone says it is the most imp ortant of all books on the JFK

assassination., I'm immodest enough not to disagree!

They are dear friends and not iupartial but as all good friends they would not lie to



For your information, the bock is on the media, and on all ou¥ igstitutions. JAMA is
the skeleton I flesh out in an overview of all that can reasonablgl be related to it and
to the AMA. But it is not a boolk on hhe media, it is a book on the assessination and its
investigations in which the media, particularly JAMA, figure. I believe that there are
enough members of AMA who will not like what it did enough to make a real stink and scandal
onc-e they know,.

Perhaps I'll add more when I hear from Wrone or when I read and correct this.,

I'm happy for David for the two of only 13 reviews in today's Post book-review section
in which his Marshall (page 1) and Halc? X books are favorably reviewd.

Best, W

Wrone will send you the preface and then, when he can, the session having begun,
the chapters in which he has posted coreections.

e &%ﬁfstill have four chapters to retype from the draft, which is quite rough.

I've done a memo for both on Sy Hersh's Tﬁe Samson Uption I enclose. A very rough
draft while reading it. If of no interest, just discard ift.
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music the most terrifying word

| Gamines Gal
Beware.the Rise of theWzspy,

By Joe Queenan

HERE ARE certain words ‘in the:

English language that, merely, whis-,

pered, are sufficient to strike terror,
into the hearts of grown men.
of medicine, the most dreaded term is ex-
ploratory. In the world of finance the most
frightening term is illiquid. In the world of
is original,

original composition by our double-bassist.
In the world of fashion, the most electrify-
ingly. unsettling word is gamine.

1f one looks upon fashion as the extension
of warfare by other means, then the news
that gamines are making a comeback is the
sartorial equivalent of the Visigoths arriv-

{Geyquemu is a writer based in Tarrytown,
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