Dear Dick, 2/1/93

This is a letter to which I'll add later. I awckened with it on my mind, troubled
by it., Yestevday Dave Wrone told me he had placed an order for "The fomplete Whitewashk"
and had been told by C & G that it was concelled. What troubles me is not the cancella-
tion but that it was David's project that did not succeez. I am very dorry that it did
not and that it represents th. waste of time :nd work for him. I'll be arranging to
return to advance. ‘J"his is onc of the reascns this letter will be delayed. I may not
have the time for g few days, as I'll explain,

If the condition I made to begin with, that it tale no time for me, has anything to
do with the cancellation, I am, of course, sorry about that, too.

But as I think I said, at my nge and in my condition what is most important to me is
malcing as good a record for history as I can in the tim: that remains for me. Which now
seems like it may be less than I'd thought a few months ago.

I am only ?oo avare that when I died a great amount of information not known to
others will disappear with me. I do not see anyone investing the time I did with the
materials I had and the bacliground on which I draw w!thout dedicating a lifetime to it
and being suited to it. While I can feel, in Thurgood llarshall's words, that I did the
best I could with what I had, I cannot feel that I did as much as I'd have liked to.

The belief that I should use the time that remains for me to perfect the record for
history to the degree I can is why I've not spent any time editing the new book. I have
instead, delayed by the few problems I tiink I mentioned to you, started another one in
another area that is and will remain important in our history. et

I'm weaker now and when I arise I sit and read vith my daily ctffee allowee,/ to which
I'11 soon add, but this morning this was on my mind and I did not read. Not having heard
the reauon or reasons I can only guess. But if I can m ke a good guess from my mail it is
that the people are increasingly disapoointed in the nssassination books they buy. In-
creasingly these strongers thank me for being factuval and doing no theorizing. Nona of
these boolcs will endure and none de.@erves to. They can and do excite but they do not
report fact and truth and when they contradict each other to the degree they do they leave
poople unsatisfied and confused, They had the Oliver Stone stimuigus and that of the great
interest in the subject m:tier but there is nothing in them to make them worthwhile. Which,
perhaps old-fashionedly, I believe is required for a boolk's success. M D‘"‘Vﬂ\

While the volume of my mail can represent only the tiniest fraction of the market I
think it is considerable, pgrticularly when most people have no way of knowing how to get
in touch with me. Saturday I got a letier addressed to anfy addess we have not had for
t% decades. Hostly it is not forwarded. But I've been pleasantly surprised at the distinct-
iom,in so mony of them botween my work and that of others who rvucently got so much attention.

And it was in an effort to help,the King book that L offered to work with David on new
material for it. If you saw the Fo:l}):how of the 22d you have a glimmer of the "new informa—



™

tion" I hove and gave them. All the witnesses they used except as + now recall Ramsey
Clark and that poor sick éracie I told them about. Lane and Fauntroy, of course, were
not witnessces and they hurt rather than helpds® the value rather than the attractiveness
of the show. The producers also violated thq:‘.f vord to me in using anything theoretical.,
i

But they did produceg the best thincg E:r'%{fr‘;baut Qy assassination yet. I ain sure that
they are both embarrasced at lying to ﬁ?o as a condition of my appearance and pleased at
the reaction theoy've gottens

These are, L tlpl_nlc, subjeets on which the interest of the nation requires truth
cnd fact, not the fmacj:‘es and inventions of commercialization and exploitation.

What will be my priority today is going ahead with the medical arrangements the need
for which T t'dnkk I told you ebout. The Johns Hoplcin.s hematologist I'd written was uway.
Yn his return he urged me to see a local hematologist of whom n,i%ed'd known as an on—
cologist. o told me thyt l"vidag night. Ddause the name sounded familiar I asked friends
about him, those who lmew him as an doncﬁ.ogis‘h, and learned that he was a child TV star
as r&e&ﬁey(") the Housketesr. He has an excellent reputation as a doctor. I'1llsseck an
appodintment when I'm home from the blood-"be':sting and physical therapy. &nd that is only
the beginning because there are decisions to be mnde. Une involves the fragility of oy
oldn and bléod vesceks and whether that me.ns the poly"pm(ﬂé"ﬁould be done in the hospital
rather than the usual, in the office. Any invasion of my body has been dangerous for years,
a5 W% is anything that causes bleeding. The urologist at opldns told me several months
azo that anothq_’l?' p-ostate operation, normally outpatient, can be fatal for me. f‘f_: noving
the synptoms I believe this need is closer, perhaps quite close. To give $ou an idea of
the Tragilities of which 1 speak, in readhing for a spoon the other morning I had a
slight contract with the top of the cabinet and hemorrhaged the size of a quarter on the
top of my right hand. If I scratch, as exsema sometimes cames causes me to do at night,
the sldin comes off. It then takes some tine to heal, the healing delayed by any further
scratching, So, I'11l have to seek adv@.ce and malke arrangements and perhaps seek more
advice and then make decisions,

Some of this may be pretty tricky because of the abmormality of my blood-clotting
problem., Three times in the past I suffered additional venous thromboses when the doctors
did as they usually do. The consequences of one I ®as not expected to survive.

Later, The time of th: appointment means I do not have to collect records for him today.
And il tells me we do not have to make any arrangements to be able to return the advance.
Ituds enclosed. :

I'n very sorry this of David's projects did not succeed. The others of which i know
were worthwhile and seem to have succeeded. I hope ?;e has only successes in the future!

Thanks and best fo you all,

s R



