Dear Dicl, o, 3/26/93
I Mrone was able t. pet access tn the laser cenputer by now you should have all
but the first 10 chapters from it. I hope you, Peter or anyone elsz you veantfo read it
are able to soon. iAnd that you like it.
Having tired more rppidly than usual this morning I've been thinking about it.
wi beut I can judge without reading it ffom the beginnming to the end- which I'll
do when he con send me the same printout he sent you so I'll have to do that only once
now — I bolieve the book has the potontial * indicated to you and that it does more than
what I set out to do and believe we never discussed in detail, It is not a bopk on JAMA.
JAUTA was the skeleten I fleshed out in a formulag that did not require much use of
€ellar stairs. One trip is noWa bit wmuch for me‘. ,W MM ks 49 mb? Wﬁlj’b%‘m
Hefnight was her: a couple of wecks ago when VWrone phoned. In discussing the book I
_=ad gaid that it is both solid and tough. Wrone coirrected fhat, saying that as a historian-
it is unprecedented. I-Ic}fri.ghi;, who earlier had said after reading only a few of the earlier
chapters, that it should "rei¥olutionize thinldng about the JFK assassination',' agreed with
Virone, Aud they ars the two historians who can qualify as real subject experts. There are
a few, including political scientists who are by those who do not know the subject regarded
as experts butb they are not in any senst., They are uninformed exponents of their own poli-
lical preconcoptions, conspiracy nuts or just plain frauds.

The 50th anniversary is coming up. Ther€ will be editraordinary attention to the subject.
Ther: is no reason ta expact anything other than rechewed roncid cud. CBS-1V has assigned
a crev that lmows nothing about the subject and, * believe, CBS is not abiut to contradict
itsell, particularly not if they use Rather. What the Post is working on seems like trivia
to ne. It can change, of course. PLS through Frontline is going to do a Fz'ofile on Oswald.
They have nobody who lmows anything about the subject, including Gus Russo, who they've
hired while he countracted a bookk;e cannot even vwrite himself. #e has a cmﬁgg The one

-person from Frontline who has been in touch vwith me is pursuing one of the nuttieIs’c of all
the mpny nutty theories. They are all ignorgsnt, in shoet. The best have a smattering of knowu=
ledge of wiat was availeble in 1965-6 and not one Nas any real lmowledge of anything since
ithen other than theories which most of them espouse or agree with.

Resumed 3/30, after innumerable interruptions, including five carloads of Satanists
taldng possession of the cabin on the other side of our property Saturday nighf and Sunday
motning. As I pgrow weaker and t-real:er)when I cannot worle, as in walldng, or fi I'n not up
to it, I think about the present and reminisce about the past. Including about the commercial
refusai:” to publish vork as solid asg any work on any subject of which I know, really, con-
aidering its depth and magnﬂude more colid than any of which I know, I do not have to ask
myself how tidis could be in this country. It was. YWhile at the same time there seems to
have been no book outrageously bad enough not to be published on the subject.
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Publishers do not have manuscripts read, and there are very few competent to do that,
or they irmore the reports they get of ter'-@eédings by experts.

The sole motive seems to be profit.ind on such a subject!

Profit &s a proper and an ecssential motive but outside of publishing society draws
lirdte. It frouns upon selling sex for profit. Dut it doea not frowm upon publishing that
.*:ulqvérts the democ¥atic system and prolects official evil-doers - who began with an im—
munity all the irresponsible publishing sheltered even more?as,did the monolithical
'publir;hor refusal to touch dolid and factual works .

If do mucl was not intruding I'd now be worldng on the bibliography. I think it will
be lilee nonec you've ever seen. What other work is there for me to credit, for example?

Did anyone eJ:se file and fight those 13 lawsuits, set those précedents, get FOIA amended
to be able to get that third of a million once-secret pages?

There is so much natural promotion for this work!

Has it 4ngelow who sahd I will go where no man has been and I will leave a path?

How many have :1ofe1 anything lilke that, more against such dppomition and with fewer
resources or as much alone? '

ng here I sit and wonder whether the boolk WALL be published.

Tou may not remember what I told you I would do ond what I believed would be possible
with it but I recall it clearly. I'l} remind you if you'd like. You did not have my rcason
Tor remembering it. I was not bDoasting and I have done it. _

I .20t out to make a definitive record for hisTory whether or not it would be published.

I've deone that as well as I could have expected to, purhapd better, given my &ge and
health probleins, _

This Look can do everything I told you it would be able 4o do. And it ig what I ¥old
you it would be.

4 phone call just brought me back to the realities, the distractions. The friend who
was to drive me to Johns Hopidins Friday mornigg is dovn Eiwh an with an infe ttion and
cannote Idl it trying to {ind other means, I have :l{polyp to be removed and additional tests
to determine whether there are others that do not show clearlg- but may be peesent in the
lover tract. This afternoon I see the local emrdiologist td obtain anything he has that
might be of interest to the Hopkins surgeon I would like to perform the surgery that is
usually outpatient and my not be with me because my blood so yaa:ﬂs to clote

I have also developed chronic bronchitis. Lung cancer, emphysema and any other cause
in the lungs has been eliminated. lex% local specialist declinecd a bronchoscophic examination
because for mef that entails ri '(ﬁ_t-?ants to avoid and because he is not certain that there
is anyt]ﬁ.ng'they could or would do if they identify cancer ‘here. He thinks there is none.

llow weal: have I become? In carrying a can of kerosenes for ewergency heat when Tho Storm
of the Century could have crused currenl outages that w.eighed less than 25 pounds, th;t was
too much for me. Hot for ny fewer and weaker muscles. I was knocked out for a day.
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Do not misunderesatnd. I am not eally fedling sSOTrTY for myself. I discussed that
with you once. Hine moré days and I'11 Dbo @. “ipile I regret that I do not have the more
years I would 1ike in prospect, I do nofr really have to BE regret the life I've lived or
vhat I've dona witht ite T would have liked to have done more and bettor with it than I've
f&gg but T haven't and yet I am not dylssatisfied with what I have done.

Including with this boolc.

linybe 1'11 have the peace of mind to do the bibliogrophy before Friday's trip to
dphns Hopleins, naybe I won't. If not I'll get it to Wrone for him to retype cometime
next veeks

T intend that it also be o record for history.

By the way, T have almost no mention of other books in the manuseript and only a
Bogple of other authors are mentioned byhame. Hotflivingstone.

T mentioned on the first page what the only two professional historians who are
subject eperts think. Then I got a nice letter from the remaining genuigg‘l}g ]e‘gt e:cpertif,
a sheiologist, Them rest of his letter is personal, S0 I omit that. And thejt one of the
many like the other I get almost dailye 1

benr friend,I hope all of you ge$ to may age and can havé the }fbelings I think you
cen see these lcinds of commumixations and so many phone calls give me.

Vily do it in botber health!

Beat,
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