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Richard Gallen 11/18/9%
260 Tifth «ve
Hew Yorlz, IIY 10001

Dear Richard,

Two hours after I went to sleep last night “il awakened me to take an antibiotics
When she avakened md I was in the middle of a dreem, VWhen I had all thoue tests for
sleep upnea a couple of yeors ago I was told that we all dream so  suppose we do. I am
1[:]:“?:;1‘: avare o it when L wollen. The droam was about you and we were in some kind of
disagreemente. 1 sat and thought for about a half hour before returnin: to sleep.

I believe I told youw a while back that my health was deteriorating end that I
h, ve ney nedical problems. Une is a lump in my mouth, Vith others the dental surgevn to
q*rw dentis] sent me would, n"e}xc }l*en said, have then taken o s:ecimen for biopsy. In
balancing the ricks he decideﬁ_ﬁecau,se of the risks and because I'd have to be hospi-
telised for it, to lhave monthly visual checks on it. Uecause my dentistg hopes the
gymptons I roported my: an infection rather thon from that lump he has me on this anti-
biotic. Lil® Uise, after I dvkeloped a chronic bronchitis, with the possible cause down
to the voice box not being visible, that is eliminated, and chest ¥lrays every three
months beiny: clenr, the remaining possible tost, normal for others and no problem, has
been ruled out for me because to ne it is o risk E‘.IJ;(J. a danger. 8o, a.lthougitﬁormally Hsec
do not interfere with ny functioning and are not in the front of my mwind, they do, from
time to wmind come to minde

Sitting and thinldng about it I romembered that yesterday I'd again written Raph—
acla asidng; her to send me at lenst the first two chapters of loax so I can mdwrite
them in accord with your criticism that I agree with.

Vhen Peter Skutches phoned me I think a weel ago Tuesday I asked him to hove her
send me at the least those two chapters. When L mailed her a revised chapter I again

asled that she please sond those chapters. énd here it is the end of the next week
and I've not gotten then or heard anytlding and the vord from you and Herman araf vas
that he would fsh the book for aApril publication. And first of all, of courge,the
nanuseript must be completed, So it struck me as odd, as unusual, that I do not have
those tio clhapters. Perplexing,. '

Then I remember that it was not until after my third letter on what is not authorized
by our agreement on the condensation of my earlier bocks that Peter phoned me. Earlier
that day T }md. sent C & G a certified, return-receipt letter about it. That receipt had
just come and fhmt yesterday I'd filed it, dnd thel I realized that I have only Peter's

vord that what I asked for is agreed to. 1 do not know what position he has, what author—

ity, ond then I wandered why vaf £ not written tids aB..surance, espacially aftzr I asked

for it and said more than thay by certified mail. I did not hegr from you and L have

nothing in wiiting.



As I told you, L deal with you on a basis of truste. Hot ouly have we been friends
for o long, not only have you been a very good friend, but I also kmow that any con=-
troet with o publisher is worth only what it cun be made worth in cemrt.st my age and
in the state of my he 1th, court is unreal, TFriendship is a real value and friendship
means trust anyvaye.

But friendahip and trust do not preclude what is normal, confirming in writing.
Vhat is not normal is not confirming in writing.

Yo, Lmdecided that I would write you. I did not decide to do it when I auakened
and I did nots I suﬁ)ose I theusht I'd then decide whether to do that this morning or to
wait and sec whother I got thooe cqu.lters and anytiing else in writing for a day or
two, it having talen that long belove I hoard from Peter.I was up, as usual, at one and
returned to what I was writing yesterday, fér the rccord for the future,a response to
the truly outrag:ous, infamous and irrational allegations by livingstone. ind at four
I 1éft Cor ny ugual sorly morning walldng, picldng the papers up to read them when I
reste’, It was like cther mornings. liona of thls was then in mind. Until I came to the
Style section of the Ppst. I gm it. I'11 get myself one when I'm out for a moimmm
nedical appointmente

So nuch more came to mind then, and it was so ups%ting that by the Iime I was
tcw?d the end of the story it was not registering., I was remembering instead part of
the time.

I remember clearly that some tiie ago I urote you that NuVER AGATHN! could be of
intercst to the Congress. I am pretty certain that I told you that * believed L had
had contact with soveral of the chairmen of the over®ight committees and that I beliebed

_j.;l‘-a‘.: boblz's centents could be of rial interest to them. I remembered also telling you

or Peter that L believed that, regerdless of what the plirqi:lled pub date is it would be good
to bave it ready to print because there conld very well be developments that indicated

it should appear prompily. And now both have come to pass! 4B all these months that book
has just been sat upon!

I recenlled again nnd again clearly when you paid me {he high compliment of telling
me that vhile what I sometimes say nay seem unlikely or extveme,it turns out that I have
beecn concervative and correct vhile understatinge. And so today's Post shows that to be.

The potential of H..VIL AGATH! was enormously enhanced by Cage Closed snd the attention
to ite It could have appaared eerlier and had it been possible for me it would have ap-
praared much esrlier. It could have and I bc]éeve would have had an enormous impact to
a remariable if not an uwnprecedented degrec.

Hhe Do I have to tell you hoW damaging this has been to me? ind what means more to me,
fmﬂf-;ason I have done and continue to do decphbte my age and health the work I have done
and do this vork?

i ’
There is no question about the irportance OJ that books &y two dear hbstory professor



friends who are the putstauing profesgionnl experts in the field have given their
opinions. One already uses part in ldin te chinge. From a non-historian professor uho

is a subjoet expert and teaches it L have tho same opinions I'row a lawyer who !mous
more about the actualities of the subjé ot tha® some who write in the field, too. &nd
{rom scveral oiliers who rond parts as I #me discarded them when they were replaced.

ind nov we have tids fantastic confirmation of more than a full pape# in the Post alone
and I have no vay ¢f lmouin: vhat other aivlention that Lxegingﬂoi‘ the Congress gote.

If you can ;dve me a bettor description of a probable best-seller I'd like it

And I laid it all out months ago. Uithout response.

And also without a word in writing., I have your word but I nov must wonder why
you have put nothing in writing. Uot even that vhat I asked under the agreencnt for
the condennation of my caXlier Lo kse

i1 hae just awakened. I've discussed this briefly with her and her comment id,
At the least it is wiusuel." I asree, bul I think it is more; abnormal, «JEEFEX

Quite abnormal. - -

I an not a Livingstone or a Posner so I do not réad minds.

As T think about this I can find no normal explanation of it.

On¢ suspicion is obvious immediately, Crazy Livingstone, his cmazy book and the in-
vestment C & G have in ite If it is that, I thinlk it is a very serious business. (8nd as
I read it it become erazier and crazier. Franldy, if it were not published I would be}}.é“-e
it o be unpublicshable., But the amiounced first Erfa\mt is 50,000 cop:.es!ﬁ So far, by the

vay L've hoord only from those effended by it, .J()’g) vith expressed feeliugs much

Yi‘

stronger than thatlo I have to sa_f a.bo 1 about the intent to harm me and my reputation

“and my vork? Of utter the word you lmov I con do nothing about, "malice"?)

S0 hers T am as the sun vises, faced with a missed droam opportunity for which I have
vorked so long and so hard and so much of Cx nost psople would have stopped orling and
mvenup so much to be able to do it beecause of vwhat lloin'g, it has meant and means to me.
The oppor Luulty I Baw .._nd forecast! among othews lile ite

hIlO"hel‘ so. what do I d0? What I say now I say with the honesty friendship requires,
is ingtinctive and enotional, not te result of the long end deep thought that is better.
(But thew how m'i/ch time hove I possible for long thousht?)

PMirst, there ig nothing in friendship that prcludes pulting what I want in writing.

I ask for that and I ask for it promptly. This inclufles the writtrn assurances, I asked
arplol TRV
recarding Seleetions from hiteugsh, inelditing the title, without any exaggeratiew of
Uhitevash on the cover that could be mislcading or deceptive.
I uant also a written agreement for April publication of Hoax with a meeningful

»

description of a satisfactory effort for it.
I Joant thd same thing for ILVELR AGATN! witl: an agreeable pub date,



There is a real met;'lfcet for it right now and in the terms tlat mean much to me, a
roal necd forr it. Obviously vhat this Post story reflects is the beginning, not just the
beginning and the end. (The Post also has q'criticnl story on the law far the disclosure
o the JFIL recowds being violated, fron the Vhite House down, and firsjf below the
+hite louse it lists the FDI.) "y Lolief ik is that it, too, should be rushed, Pre-

paration for ubich I did recoiwend come iiie ug;o.)

I am simply stumned that professionals in publishing did not see this all along
and not want to be able to benefit from it.

Do I have to romind you when 1 first $old rou what I would be doing and you sald
you were interested I also told you what I sav posaible? and I did it. Finished it
long, long ago, so far ahead of tiwe for the amiversary commemorétion.

I see notldin;; abnormal in what I ask for and ask for now pronptly. I believe it
is {he norme In writing.

The alternative is to rctuq_z)@ all to me, in good order, making no use of any kind
of any of ite -

I hope the vheel has not turned full scale on me and that I am reliving what L oaia
1ﬁ've through alroast 70 years ago.

I hope also that rnother part of the record Tor history that I still seek to per—
fect to ’cllzr.- &rieg‘reu poscivle for me is not already written.

Unlz 37 T vant to say aything more I vendered if vhen I told you that the college
ia getting all my racords I told you that it gets everytidng, including the =idgEx
rights to my vork. It gets all and it is in order. L provided the lr'ﬁer who drew it
2ll upe Andl I thought in the eveﬂ vou hmime hove not rend this Highest Trash to refer
to it also as ludicrous, ridiculous, also understates. Whether or not you have, you hight
look a & his aclmowledgements in his sccond High ®rash, And compare that with the Highest.

) rely, '
_ f[f’
Harold Weisberg
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By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

¢, There are plenty of scofflaws in
“town when it comes to the JFK rec-
otds act, a House committee was
rmld yesterday.

* Not all of the offenders were
-Iisted at the hearing by name, but
ithey include President Clinton, two
.congressional committees, the FBI,
ithe Immigration and Naturalization
rSemce, and the Office of Naval In-
{telligence (now the Naval Investi-
:gative Service).

.| The underlying principles of the
ﬂm according to the Senate report
{on the measure, are “independence,
'buhhc confidence, efficiency and
itost effectiveness, speed of records
Misclosure and enforceability,”
‘Washington lawyer James H. Lesar
tnld the House Government Oper-
@tlons Committee yesterday.
5, Lesar, who is head of the non-
pmfit Assassinations Archives and
‘Research Center, added that with
‘the law now more than a year old,
#it can only be said that these prin-
ciples have been repeatedly vio-
Jated. At best, only 10 to 20 per-
ent of the total universe of Ken-
Hedy assassination records has been
‘yeleased.”
§° The law, enacted by Congress 13
ﬁnl:th ago, called for public disclo-
of all government records on

the 1963 assassination of President
John F. Kennedy unless there are

“clear and convincing” reasons for
continued secrecy.

Government agencies and aﬂecta
ed congressional committees were
to make initial disclosures under the
law no later than last Aug. 23. A
five-member review board, , a
pointed by the president and mn-
firmed by the Senate, was. to sift
through remaining records and de-
cide which should be made public.
The board cahold hearings and
subpoena witnesses and documents
if necessary.

The deadline for Clinton to make
his nominations under the law ex-
pired last Jan. 25, five days after his
imauguration. His first four appoint-
ments were made public in late Au-
gust and early September, but the
formal nomination papers were not
all sent to the Senate until late Oc-
tober, the White House said yester-
day. The fifth name was submltted
on Nov. 4.

Under the meticulously written
law, the Senate Governmental Af-
fairs Committee is supposed to hold
confirmation hearings “within 30
days in which the Senate is in ses-
sion after the nomination of three
review board members,”

Missed on Release of ,]FK Data

Revzew Board Not in Place; Agencies Have Not Produced Records

Wlth the 30th anmvemry af the
Kennedy assassination: coming"up-.
Monday, there had been | talk? of

- holding hearings then, but''it aps.
~ peared , yesterday that the ‘Senate

would adjourn this weekend., That
would make it impossible for the
review board to begul work until
next year.

Steve Tilley, who is ]FK liaison
afﬁcer at the National Archives,
where all .the records are. to, be
kept, confirmed yesterday that the
FBI, the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service, the Naval Invest_x-
gative Service, and both House and
Senate . intelligence committees
have yet to produce a- smgle page
under the law. . .:

. The FBI, Leear complamed.
is taking the position in federal
court - that - more , than , 265,000
pages of records it made available
to the House Assassinations Com-
mittee in the late 1970s “are. not
Kennedy assassination records be-,
cause - they ' relate to orgamzed
crime activities.” -

ltwﬂlheuptotheremewboard
to try to settle such disputes. Under
the law, it was given three years at
most “from the date of enactment”
to do its work; more than a third of
that time already has expired.




