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3220 lecelewf @e )Z (7 Rt. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701
7/19/74
Daar &'. “i'lrf,

The appearance of your allence and that of ilrs Zwerdling as well as yowrreluctance
to make even a sgg-u of cooperation where the assassination of Dr. Msrtin Luther
King, Jr‘i*,’_/r:fflé b me and prompt this letter because I an aware that these must have
been busy daya for yous

I am the unpaid investigator in the ay defense, all of which is unpaid. I write
this at 4 a.m., before beglnning other work, because I am concerned. I do not want
there to be any chance of misunderstanding,

When I obtained the tape of which Bud Fensterwald phoned you three weeks ago
yesterday, because he is chief counsel I tolhim about it imnediately. He said you
and he had met so he phoned you. When you refusecd to say anything and referred him to
Mr, Zwerdling as your counsel, I psoke to Mr. Zwerdling because the first-hard informae
Hon is mine, as is the tape. I trded to convey to Mr. Zwerdling my belief that aside
from any interest you may have in justice and Dr. King the content of this tape as it
relates to you is something of wheih you should bogh be aware. It connects your union
and you personally with the assassination., Obviously if I believed this I would not
be writing yous My interest is in other portions of what Harris said. He was quite
drunk but there is high credibility in these other portions.

Whether you believe me or not I owe it to you to offer my opinion., An evidentiery
hoaring, ordered by the 6th cirouit court of apneals and affirmed by the Supreme Court,
will be held soon, Wi e gorssest miscarriage of justice there will then for the first
time be & trial, At that thdme Ray inevitably will be acquitted and there will be a
frantic search for scapegoats. Because I have conducted what investigation has been
posudble without funding and with no help at all from those who pose as Dr, King's
friends, of which your sdlence is but the most recent example, I tell you for what it
is worth that there is not enough evidonce ageinst Rey for the case to go to the jury.
With this limited investigation he should walk out on a number of different countee

Hemphis authoritdes spent more money keeping a non-witness made into the star witness
sober and out of trouble than it did investigating the case. The investigation's was the.
FBI's. I have already torn it pretty well apart. The lawyers will leave nothing of it.
It is a poeudo case buwilt on deliberats fraud, perjury and its subornation, and misrep-
resentation, possible only in tho absnoce of any defense. ihus the 6th-circuit's order.

The FEI had a dub of this tape. I knou to whom it was given, vwhen and by whom., If
they have not Leen in Youch with you this alone should give you questions. If they have,
do you not think you owe it o the defensc and to the memory of Dr., King 4o have been
responndve Yo us? Are you so little concerned sbout this terrible crime, about the murder
of this man, about your undon's involvement in it, particularly with your union's eituation
today? Do you think no preparations have been made for the day when this case would come
apart? One of the first things I investigated was just that and I knew enough three and a
half years ago. A racist, anti~fmion second line had been constructed then, Thds tape is
a big asedst to the second freme-up,.

As I told Fr. Zwerdling, thiscmmindsmeofmanytrade—mimminwpast
experionce. I wrote the brief for the first hwerings of the old LaFollette civil-liberties
investigation and I refresented the Senate in the Harlan County prosecutions in 19%7, I
am not without experience in such matters. But it is not merely a matier of taldng my
vord because you have not informed yourself of the content of our evidence,



Nory I Boliewe, have you any way of knowing what it fibs end how it fits in with
other evidence, I mean this two way: in proper use by tho defense and in improper use
by those anxious for the orime not to be solved.

Right now very few people outside the FLI lmowv of this, I have told only those who
have to lmow end I hawe dubplicated the tape safely outside my possession, In time this
will change. That time does not seem to be fur off. If anything happens to Ray it will
be much sooner. Fither waey something is going to happen socn.

Avide from vhere your interest lies, end that you, not I, decide, there is the
separate quosdion of yowr milence when we asked for all the information you can supply
about Harris. I now remew this request. I would also 1ike to know if you Jmow or can
learn his prosent whereabouts so we can interview him, Unleos you or the union have en
involvement I do not believe you had I find it impossible to believe that you would
not went to do what it is within your power to do %o help solve this erime and to help
a case of simple justice.

Bill Harris was your subordinate in the union., You and he were togethor in Memphis,

You and your people have to Jnow much that we neod to know and should have in the fullest
possible detail, including all those with whon he and you met in Hemphis,

Tour silence prompts the belief that this matter is not entirely strange to you.
Whethor or not it is I think you should also consider that unlesa you have made or had
made the kind of investigation I have conducted you cannot be in & position to under=
gtand ell it can mean,

Frankly, I am sorely troubled that any undon president is so unconcerned snbout the

mu'derofamulikal)r.'lﬁng,momaowhonhamve-hianfeinanei’forttoimprm
the conditions of the members of your union.

Hy offer for you and lMre Zwerdling or anyone you may went with you to hear this
tape still stands. I am but an hour from dovmtown Wachington. I elso get there once
in & whilc, hether or not you do this, I do hope that you will provide me with all
the Information you should be able to deliver so that I may investigate this further
and vo that we may not be caught by surprise with another frame-up. 2

v

Hurold Weisberg



