RUSSELL W. GIBBONS
P. O. Box 1091
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Auguat 3, 1966

Mr, James Boylen

Editor

Goluwmbia Jourmallsm Review
Columbla Universltsy

New York, N.Y. 10027

Dear Mr, Boylan:

In that one of the purpocez of the Columbia
Journalism Review is stated as "to call attention %o the
shortcomings" of journalism and related forms of communic-
atlons, I am suggesting en exploration into the area of
slleged government pressures on the book trade.

While I am not equipped with the background to malke
any judgments, I found it quite disturbing that an author
with en apparently sexcellent manuseriph, a tltle that those
in the book sales field acknowlsdged would move and a
backzround which suggosts responsible pégearch~ ahould find
the book publishing field clesed To him,

I am pefering to Harold Wolsberg!s book, Myhitewash:
The Report on the Warren Roport.” Thls privately=-published
volume is both eonvincing end responsibls, and where It hag
been reviewsd this has been a falr assosment of its ccntenis.

Mr. ‘Welsherg's arguments or hls evaluasbtlon of the
Warren Report, while disturbing, are not my pariicular concern
in writing you, howover, I do foel thab 1%t 1s the concerm of
those who ers eritics of our commmications indusitry to look
into his experience~ dotalled in the bock's preface which is
devoted to the author’s llemonith efforé %o find a publisher
for “Whitewash."

The book!s cover seys it is "ths beok that couldn?t
be printed" and the euihor quotos cns publisher as saylng
that no one in the trade "will now touch thla subject,” Thab
Mp, Welsberg mede the rounds of 63 U, S, publighers by hils cwn
count, with fully a third of them declining %o read his
manuseript, would itsolf suggoest ome of two things: he has
a lousy book or it is indeed "too hol, ™

(more)
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Considering the titles which are weeXly broughl oub
by the nams housss, and from reading the reviows of the
Weisberg volume in the New York Times and elzewheora, I do
not feel that the former is true, whus Nr, Welsberg nay no®
only have a subject "$oo hot," he may have also produced an
unintended but just ag disturbing cormentary on the freedonm
of the press.

For 1t was not just the book publishers, but meganine
and newspaper editors who passed up "Whitewesh" and all i%s
documentation. A well=lmown Now York house that broke in®o
publishing with populsr sexclegy %itles and has now cracked
the best-seller llst with a flying saucer opus~ and which
has made muech of i%s coming out with "pamned" books- also
declined "Whitewash,"

* T hold no brief for lrs Wolsberg or the thesls of
his book. I do belieove, however, tihabt when a well=rosearched
voliume on Bomebhing s significant as the assagsination of
a President of the United States sncounbers auch problems,
it should slso be the concern of those who wilsh to mainvein
a free press.

‘Tneidentally, everything I have been able to find
sut indicabes that the suthor is anything bui hungry to mzke
a dollar out of this underteking, although like all authora
thepre is no reason why he should no% recallze the zsecepbed
rowarda of the trade. He has brought oub at his own expense
a2 200=pag> book, offszet from a singlo-spaced typescriph, in
his own words "Ghe lest desirsble of forms."

Anyone femillar with the cosls of printing and book
publishing, distribubor’s costs, petalior!s merk-up and the
other headaches which publishers normally assume must conelude
that Harold Wolsberz is a men of dedicatlon and convletion-
and that he has semeihinz to say. Even if the trade will nos
allow it %o be sald in print,

I hope tha% you might find 1% worthwhils fox somd
commentary in the Revioew.

Sinecsrely yours,

el 1, beboars

Rusaell W, Gibbona
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IS500 COMMONWEALTH BUILDING
PITTSBURGH, PA. 15222

PUBLIC RELATIONS
DEPARTMENT

August 3, 1966

Dear Mr, Welsberg:

This will supplement ou¥ very enjoyable
telephone conversation of the other dsy. As an
old fan of George Seldes I thought the Review
would be a logical place to make an appeal for
some dispassonite investigation of your experience,

If he shows any interest I will let you

know,
Warm regards ’
Mr, Harold wWeisberg Russell W, Gibbons
Hyattstown,
Md., 20734




