RUSSELL W. GIBBONS
P. O. Box 1091
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

August 3, 1966

Mr, Jamea Boylen

Edisor

Columbla Journallsm Review
Columbla University

New York, N.Y. 10027

Dear Mr, Boylan:

In that one of the purpoces of the Columbia
Journalism Review is stated as "bto call attention to the
ghortcomings" of journalism and related formsz of communie-
ations, I am suggesting en exploratlon into the area of
alleged governmen®t pressures on the book trade,

While I am not equipped with the background te naglke
any judgmen®s, I found it quite disbturbing that an author
with en apperently excellont mamusorip%, a tltle that thoze
in the book sales fisld acknowledged would move and a
backgrovnd which suggeste responsible rdésearch~ should find
the book publishing fiold cleoased to him,

I em reforinz to Harold Wolsberg'!s bock, "Whitewash:
The Report on the Warren Report.” Tohis privately-publlshed
volume is both eonvineins and responzible, and where It had
besen reviewed this has been a falr assesment of i%ts comtents,.

Mr. Welshers's aprgumenits or his evaluaiion of the
Warren Report, while disturbing,. are not my particular concern
in writing you, howover, I do feel thait i% is the concern of
those who ere eritics of our cormmunicabtions indusiry to look
into hls experience- dotalled In she book!s preface which is
devoted to the author’s 1li-month effort to £find a publishoer
for "Whitewash,"

The boolk's cover says it Is "the book tha® coulénli
be printed" and the suthor quotes ons publisgher as saying
that no one in the trade "will now touch thils subjeet.” Thab
Mr, Welsberz made the rounds of &3 U, 5. publishers by his owm
count, with fully a third of them declining to read hls
manuserips, would itzslf suggesh one ¢f two things: he has
a lovsy beok or it is indesed "too hot,™
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Considering the titles which are weekly broughi oub
br the nams houses, and from reading the reviews of the
Woisberg volume in the Wew York Times and eélsewheore, Ido
not feel that the former is %frue, 4aous Mr, Weisberg may no®
only have a subject "too hot," he may have also produced an
unintended but just as disturbing cormentary on the freedom
of the press.

For it was not just the book publishers, bubt megazine
and newspaper editors who passed up "Whitewash” end all 1%s
documentation. A well=imown New York house thab broks into
publishing with populsr ssxolegy %itles and has now cracked
the best=geller list with a flying saucer opus=~ and whlch
has made much of its coming oub with "benned" books- also
declined "fhitewash.”

T hold no brief for Mrs; Wolsoberg or the theals of
his book. I do belilcve, howevar, tnat when a woll=researched
voliumie on Something =s significant e3 the assassination of
a President of the United States encounters such preblens,
it should also be the concern of thosse who wilsh to malinteln
a free press.

‘Tneidentally, everyihing I have been gble to find
sut indicates thet the suthor is anything dbut hungry to make
a dollar out of thias undertaking, although like all authozs
there is no reason why he should no® reallize the accepled
sowards of the trade., He has brought out at his own expense
a 200-pago book, offsed from a single-spaced typescriph, in
his own words "the lest desirsble of forms."

Anyone femillar with the coats of printing and book
publishing, distributor’s cosis, retaller's mark-up and the
other headachea which publishers nommally assume muat coneluds
that Harold Welsberm is a men of dedlicablon and convletion-
and that he has something to say. Even if the trade will not
allow 1t %o be mald in prinb,

I hope tha®t you might £ind it worthwhile for somd
commentary in the Review.

Sincerely JOUrs,

) .
sl W, fff’i*":»

Rusgell W. Gibbons
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Dear Mr., Weisberg:

This will supplement ouf very enjoyable
telephone conversation of the other day. As an
0ld fan of George Seldes I thought the Review
would be a logical place to make an appeal for
some dispassonite Investigation of your experience.

If he shows any interest I will let you

know,
Warm regards,
Lilr(rw
Mr, Harold Weilsberg Russell W, Gibbons
Hyattstown,
Md. 2073




