12/18/76

Desr Howiard,

Tharks for the clippin: on the staff of the new committee and for the others I
have not acknowledged. They are helpful because I've had to let all my subscrintions
except Yo the WxPost lapse, having no time for reading the magamines., If | wers to
get the Star 1'd see th2 morning edition at ewprartime,

Re ess of what you hsar or read aboub this new committes 4% 1z off 4o 2 vory bzd
start. *t is doing rotten things without the possibility of aceideont, I kove had oy
ovn dealings with it snd hove ended thew »ith some vizer. If it is not torminnted Y
the Congress as of now I expect much evil froz it., Tc date there has been nothdng but
assortad nd: of evil for nons of +which there wan myx any ncad,

I have been in Washington & coupls of times =ines I saw mou but not with the time
to drop by any of thome days. Yesterday I pdeked up another 500+ pagss from the FRI
and was abls to persuadse it to edge a little cloaer to observance of tha law. .

What I am obtaining relating to %og is going t9 make a Tantastic ardéhive. It is
golng %o ve costly as hell. However, i've survived the first and immsdiate financial
crisis by a week of sewinars aod spesches at one of the mors conservative of the “nive of
Wisconsin campusea, Stevans Point, Hith the honorarium I've started a bank account in
Washinzton for im %o uso to nar for the zoraxiag and othar scets,

Fot a bit foo sonn. Within a day the CIA lavied a search ocharge of half of tie
account for records it is now upposed to prociuce. The FBI is consuming the balance at
a rate of about $50 a week with related xeroxing charges consuming an sdditional $25
of so. I'1l return to this.

The recctien of congervatives %o aolid faect and a refusal to conjeciure, to an
addressing of what hes happened to the basic institutions of our seclety, is vary
encouraging. The most conservative of preachers delivered laudatory ssrwons. Tha studesis
wers great. Townspeople, including Birchers, wers in :11 audiscees, The reporticly wes
strai, bt, caifeasive and faip. 411 very sood.

I've stertod Yo deposit am archive {here, witk what + could carry. Up to and ip=
cludicg the chanczllor they sve snthusisstic. Bubk unless I czn show 4hem scuwess to tap
for funding that will not intsrfere with their day-to-day needs the funding will be
slight for the preseat, limite! to the most essentisl housekeoping neads. But they have
already made sudlo and videotpes for lending to schools and public-broadcastiy uses.
They erceived roquests during ths week,

If Richard Curtis comes up with an advance on ry new book on the King sesaseination
carbons of the unresd draft of which I sunt him I will use it not for living better but

for workding botter, for paying the costs of the contiauing tovestligation and if I can
€1nd one o research assistant. Plesso keep o candidate ir mind if you kaow of any.

Curdds raad the books, a big dose, supressed admiration, asked for iy phoue numbsry
and since nas beem silent. 1 hated to send him an unread and very hasty draft bat the
realitiss of my life left neo choize. 1 alsoc refurred hdm %o a publisher I imew had aa
interest in that subject, was loowdng for & book on it and kad beea refsrred to me. I can
complets 2 drat't rapidly by letting other work go. I've teld Mz I do not cere how ths
book ir edited cr cut as long as what emerges is faishful, Earlier thds wesk I asked his
to let e Imov what the situstdon is because someon:z elsa hes offared promising helpe
And becanso of & novel situstion I can't now take thoe For,.

4s of now 1 beve no plamns for being away from home for =t lsast saveral wecks, If
you have some free time during the holiday period it would be nice if you could come UPe

“est to all,
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