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“When lhepmperupymﬂmdehn]h. Senator J.
Wiltlam Fulbrigh of his revolt
Igin\lt thc foreign pnllcy ofthe]ohmm Administra-
tion, “it seems to me that it is better to have the
function performed by members of the President's
party than not to have it performed at all” These
are not the words of a natural rebel, but of a distressed

idealist who has turned to heresy because it is the

only alternative to silence. To reflect upon these

words is to understand the poignancy of Fulbright's

pnmmn as chairman of the S:nntc Farugn Rdatlm
and thus

dual Cnngreulmnl lieutenant on qnm of iu-
eign affairs. It is also to understand the anguish,
and the high political courage, that this act of open
rebellion must have cost such an essentially loyal and
moderate man as Fulbright.

A reflective man who shuns rather than seeks the

public spotlight, a party loyalist who prefers to exert
influence from within, a believer in the meed for
strong Presidential leadership, md a polmul con-
servative whose natural are

and order uzh:rﬂun!arinmuclmmdnbeﬂhn.‘

he has found himself cast as the lesder of the Op-
position. Darling of the New Left, despair of the
cold war liberals, scourge of the ideologues on both
Right and Left, Fulbright is not particularly happy
to be the Administration’s most taunting heretic. But
events have forced his hand, and the agony of Viet
Nam has driven him to take arms sgainst a Presi-
dent he once admired and served so well. “There
are times,” he writes in this credo of his dissent,
“in public life as in private life when one must pro-
test, not solely or even primarily because one’s protest
will be politic or materially productive, but because
one's sense of decency is offended, because one is
fed up with political craft and public images, or
simply because something goes against the grain.”

It is because so much has gone against the grain
that Fulbright has rebelled against the leadership of
his own party, against the man who once sought his
counsel and believed he should be Secretary of State,
against the customary role of the chairman of the
Fumg-n Relations Committee, against the beliefs that
motivate much of our foreign policy, against certain
aspects of the American national character, and even
against much of what he himself believed in only a

few years ago.

There is a dramatic story in the conversion of
Senator Fulbright from Administration loyalist,
faithful supporter of NATO and the Atlantic Com-
munity, defender of foreign aid, and even floor man-
ager of the Tonkin Galf resolution which gave the
President o blank check in Viet Nam—to the posi-
tion of an Administration parish, a grudging admirer
of Charles de Gaulle, an enemy of the bilateral for-
eign aid program, and a vehement critic of the Viet
Nam war. The story of that conversion could, if
put in the proper perspective, tell a good deal not
only about the personality of this complex and fas-
cinating man, but also about the traumatic tﬂ’u:t of

" B s b

can Dream. That Fulbright should have become a
spokesman for those who feel the alienation that has
suffused so much of American life, is a remarkable
story that ought to be told.
Unfortunately, it is not to be found in the sac-
charine pages of Tristram Coffin's adoring biug'nphy

Arkansas.

of Fulbright's charming drawl, httﬂqmt fu:, and
noble’instincts, it might be more usefn! to know some-
thing about his relations to his colleagues in the Sen.
ate, 10 explain & voting record that is often dis-
couraging to many of his Iberal admirers, to judge
his effectivencss as chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, to examine the role he has played as in-
pider in the formation of foreign policy, to mvesti-
gate his ambivalent attitude toward the r ibilities
and exercise of power, and to revesl, if possible, why
this conservative humanist has changed so many of
his -earlier judgments and adopted many of the at-
titudes of an alienated radical

Semtnr FnTlmght is lulmum of power and, as
& good b has been to exercise it
himself. But if there is an “arrogance of power,”
such aa he has described so cloquently, is there not
also an obligation of power which is incumbent upon

the Viet Nam war upon the American
The war, terrible as it is in itself. has become the
catalyst for a radical assault upon 4 good many things
that Americans have taken for punled—:n our for-
eign palicy and in our domestic life as well. It has
called into question the very meaning of the Ameri-

Romald Steel is the outhor of The End of Alliance

(Viking) ond o study of imterventionim, Pax Ameri-
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tpuhhcnfﬁﬂlltn exercise? He has exercised his

igation admirably in s recent hearings on Viet
\Tundehin:. But might we not have been spared
some of the agony of the current involvements he
criticizes so well if he had embraced, rather than
fled from, Kennedy's efforts to make him Secretary
of State? We can never really know the answer to
that question, but any comprehensive biography of
this complex man should at least raise it. Mr. Cof-

hn'ubookdoesnm.mdlkhmqhnmeﬂku
plnzgrne.itundl; d an
of the personality and tbepuhlmrmrﬂnfiunb;en.

and expanded from speeches in the Senate and a
series of lectures at Johns Hopkins University) on
the use and abuse of power, Emhadbylbiﬁng
skepticism that offen seeps over into pessimism, The
Arragonce of Power marks the passage of Senator
Fulbright from a relatively orthodox supporter of
the liberal line on foreign policy to a spokesman of

* the post-cold-war generation. It is a book which

could not have been written two years ago, before
the Dominican landings and the exg of the war
in Viet Nam, for it is a direct response to them. It
is a cry of anguish and of anger over the destruc-
tion we have caused in the pame of righteousness,
and pained rejection of the “intolerant Puritamism”
that leads us to see ourselves as “God's avenging
angels, whose sacred duty it is to combat evil phi-
losophies.” This Puritanism, he argues, has caused us
to transform every war into a crusade, to dehumanize
mn- vppumu to justify the mrrﬂ:h: wnp:lnl of cmr
gy, to view
evil mﬂdlmn!vrh:nnrhwnkpnmud and
“to see principles where there are only interests and
nmupsney whu'e t!:m h unly mhfnrmn:.

In ch the / ation for what it has
done, and is doing, in Southeast Asin and Latin
America, Fulbright is also calling us to task as a
nation for what we are: a people continuslly obliged
to assert authority to prove that we are great be-
cause we seem to doubt it ourselves. This is what he
calls our "arrogance of power,” and compares it to
the fatal flaw that led the Athenians to attack Syra-
cuse and Napoleon to invade Russia. Thus his book
goes beyond a critigne of foreign policy just as, on
& different level, Hannah Arendt's study of Eich-
mann goes beyond the: crimes committed by a single
man to examine the sources of depersomalization and
irresponsibility that affect whole societies and thus
make evil actions possible.”

Senator Fulbright does not view his fellow Ameri-
cans as evil, but rather as  (Continwed on page 15)
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