FPOLICE -~ HOMICIDE

Statements of Withesses -
Testimony of Capt. J., W, (Will) FRITZ, April ezﬁ 196l hxHEx
Affidavit of June 9, 196l (7 H 403-L) o zog.ug
Deposition of July 1L, 196L (15 H 145-53)

Capt. Fritz is an up-from-the-ranks career man who rose from
patrolman in 1921 to the position he held at the time of;ESZassination,
chief of homicide, in 1932 or 3. (p.202) He recounts briefly the begin-
ning of othe connecgion he had the day of the assassination with the
events thercof. He had with him several notebooks, one of which wss
more or lessof a summery, which he indicates are a review or report on
the assassination and attendant affairs, When Ball describes it as a
formal report, he doesn't dispute it, but he does say he didn't "make
it for the attorney general of Texas". He had in mind more a report
for the Werren lnvestigation. (p.203)

He places the time of the assassination at 12:35 and specifically
says he does not mesn that as the time he heard sbout it. He sald he
heard about it "immediately after that" -and that Chiel Stevenson told
him to report with his men to Parkland Hospital, which he did, although
he seemed to have misgivings. He waited until the polk e car radio con-
fimed that this was not a2 false report. He said that on reporting to
the hospital he told Chief Curry he was at the wrong place, and thought
he should be at the scene of the crime, and Curry told him to go there,

" ..I don't think our car ever quit rolling ... He placed his time of

arrival at the hospital at 12:45 end at the Book Depository Building at

12;58, and if his car didn't stop rolling, it sure crawled from one place

to the other,

. — - \ > -
He makes no reference to taking Decker to the Depositofy with him,

He said on arrival at the Depository he found several officers

there and when asked.'thﬁir names he pulled one of the typical cute
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cute evasions that has characterized the testimony of the Dalkas police,
each for the most part trying to-protect the other one, replying, "I
couldn't give you the names of all of them." He wasn't asked the names
of all of them, but he is not questioned again on this point, (p.2047

These officers/ baving told him the assassin might still be in
the building, he and his men armed themselves and entered, mma "... and
searched the bullding to see il we could find him.," What were the other
cops doing?

He acknowledges when asked, "Were there guards on the doors of the
building at that times" that there had been ' some question sbout that,
.¢. this may differg from someone else, but I am gomge to tell you what
I know ... After I arrived one of the officers asked me if I would like
to have the building sealed and I told him I would,"

Cf course he doesn't know the name of the officer; and of course
he doesn't know what, if anything, the officer did, And of course he
isn't saying whether ob onot the building had been sealed either. He
sald they started with the bottom floor and worked their way up, He is
very indefinite in where he went and what he did. He is so indefinite
he ecannot be called in dispute with anybody about anything. Then he was
called to the sixth floor window where he confirms that he gave in strue-
tions "not to move the cartridges, not to bouch anything until we could
get the crime lab to take pictures of them just as they were lying there
and I left an officer assigned there to see that that was done ..." He
said the crime lab "came almost immediately, and took pictures, and
dusted the shells for prints." (probably "shells" was intended) Asked
the name mf‘the officer he left there, he replied instead, that Lt.

Day was taking the pictures., 4Asked if Lt. Uay took pictures, he gave

this reply:
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"Mr., Fritz, I feel like ge did, but I don't know because I didn't
atay to see whether he could. )

Mr., Ball, You didn't lmow whether he took the picturess

lMr, Fritz. I went on searching the buildingt I just told them to
preserve that evidence anl I went right ahead,

Mr, Ball, 4hat happened after thate

Mr, Fritz. A few minutes later some officer called me and said
they had found the rifle over near the back stairway and I told them khm
same thing, not to move it, not to touch 1t, not to move o any of the
boxes until we could get pictures, and as soon as Lieutenant Day could
get over there he made picturd@s of that.

Mr, Ball, After the pictures-had been talken of the rifle what
happened then} | ' _

Mr, Fritz, After the pictures had been made then I ejected a live
shell, a live cartridme from the rifle.

Mr, Ball, And who did you give that to?

Mp, Pritz. I believe that I kept that at that time myself. Later
I Bave it to the crime lab who, in turn, turned it over to the FEI.

Mr, Ball, Did you put any marking of yours on the empty cartridge?

Mr, Fritz., On that loaded cartridge?

Mr, Ball. On that loaded cartridge.

Mr, Frits. I don't know, I am not sure, I don't think so." (p.205)

Capt. Frite said, "I went on searching fhe building". Lverybody
else who has commented on this hax Capt. Fritz remaining on the sixth
floor fron the time he arrived until after he ejected the cartridge from
the found rifle. There is a2 possibility that Boone and vWeitzman testi-

fied otherwise, for I believe ‘they testified to the erection of a "man-

tioht
ﬂ?ﬁ'" barricade around the rifle until the photographs could be made.
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Note othe indefiniteness about Fritz's testimony about the live

bullet. If he kept it, what useful purpose would hhat serve? How

would it then become identified by either fingerprints or other means?
But if he did, he doesn't think he put his mark on it.

‘He is likewise evasive about the designation of the rifle as a

7.65 Mauser., He is certain that he nevercalled it a 7/65, but he is
by no means certain that he didn't call it a Mauser. :
N He is asked ebout the hazard of handling the rifle in ejecting

the shell:

"Mr. HMcCloy. Can I ask one guestion there, did you take any pre-
cautions as to- fingerprints before you ejected this?

Mr., Fritz. Yes, sir,

lMr, MeCloy. So in your oninion your fingerprints wouldn't show

Mr. Fritz. He could have taken mine but I let him dust first be-
fore I ejected a shell." (p.206) f

I believe that Day testified that Day dusted only the knob on the ‘

bolt before Fritz handled it. Also notice that no one asked him why it
was necessary for him to touch the rifle, and especially why it was neces-
sary for him to eject a live cartridge.

He sald he left the Depository immediately after being told "about
this man", apparently a typical Dallas police reference to Cswald. They
are so used to being evasive that they evade when they don't have to.

Of this man he said, "I felt it important to hold that man." This does
not in any eay explain his necessity for leaving the building. The place
was crawling with radios. ﬁut hﬁ then describes what he tries to repre-
sent as a real hurry-up trip to city hall: "Yes, sir; I told them to

drive me to clty hall and see if the man had & criminal record and we

picked up two other officers and my ir entions were to go to the howe at
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Irving. When I got to the eity hall, I asked, because, I will tell you
why I asked because while we were in the building we heard that our of-
ficer had been killed, someone came in and told me, I asked when I Bot
to my office who shot the officer, and they told me his name was Yswald,
and I said, 'His full name?' &nd they told me and I said, 'That is the
suspect we are looking for in the President's killing'." (p.206)

This is a.jstrwamlineﬂ version combining fancy and fiction, hone
of which is important or reasonable. There was no reason for him to
go to eity hall fo£ them to find out if Uswald had a criminal record.
There was no reason for him to go to Irving. And his version of how
he discovered the two suspects were one is at variance with the testi-
mony of the men who had Oswald in custody. But on the other hand, he,
after all, is the boss, and whether or not he knows more and does more
than anybody else, if he doesn't want to convimece the world of it, ap-
parently he at least wants to reassure himself. This is a purely self-
serving thing in his testimony at this point, and does not appear to be
truthful. Note that in the testimony about sending the police out to
Irving, which continues on the next page, there is no reference to a
search warrant., There is likewise no reference to the fact that Irving
was out of the jurisdiction of his depertment. Yet the report refers
to Fritz' having told the men to obtain a search warrant,

Then F ritz begins with his deseription of his interrogation of
Oswald (p.207). Over a page is taken up with én account of thef vhysi-
cal layout of the homicide area.

Ball's questioning about when the interrogation began, in thch
Fritz is apparently in dispute with some ofthe other officials, -indi-

cates the magnitufle of the report Fritz prepared., Ball refers to some-

thing on p.237, which by context could not be close to the end of the
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report drafted by ¥ pitz's bureau.

Tritz recounts the telephone call from FBI Dallas chief, Gordon
Shanklin, requesting two of his agents be permitted to sit in on the
interrogation., PFritz's version is somewhat different from that of the
FBI agents, as reflected in their reports printed in the Appendix to
the report. In any event, they were in on it, even if Fritz wasn't
certain who else was:

"Mr, Ball, Was anyone else present?

Mr, Fritz. I don't remember whether there was anyone else right
at that time or not,

Mr, Ball. Do you remember what you said to Uswald and what he
said to you?

I», Frite. I can remember the thing that I said to him and what
he said to me, but L will have troudble telling you which period of gques-
tioning those questions were in because I kept no notes at the time, and
these notes and things that I have made "I would have to make several days
leter, and the quéstions may be in the wrong place." (p.209)

Wote especially Fritz's léﬂguage, "I kept no notes at the time".
Hlasewhere Fritz will testify he kept only rough notes. This is referred
to in the report. The report also includes the statements of others
participating in the interrogation that Oswald called to Fritz's atten-
tion that Fritz was ﬁaking notes.

In any event, Fritz is not asked why he did not take notes, why
he did not have a transcpint made, why he did not tape the entire pro-
ceedings, all of which are certainly normal police practices. And even
if they were not, the assassination of a president is anything but a

normal event, and under these circumstances there could be no possible

excuse for the total absance of a transeript of some nature. Fritz is
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also not asked about normal practices in the Dallas police department

with respect to such matters., These questions are so obvious that the

failure of the Commission to ask them may be regarded only with suspicion.

(p.209)

He then refers to Hosty:s intérrogation, revealing that Hosty lnew
Oswald had been to Mexico City and that Oswald, in Fritz's words, "went
into a lrind of a tantrum", He also quotes Yswald as having said he had
not pgone to Mexico City:

"ir, Fritz. ifr. Hosty., I douldn't have known anything about
lMexico City.

Mr, Ball, Wwas there anything said about Osmald's wife®

Mr, Fritz. Yes, sir. He ssid, he told Hosty, he said, 'E know
you.'! He sald, 'You accosted my wife on two occasions,! and he was get-
ting pretty irritable and so I wanted %o quiet him down a little bit
because 1 notic&d if I talked to him in 2 calm, easy manner it wam't
very hard to get him to settle down, and I asked him what he meant by
- accosting, I thought maybe he meant some physical abuse or something
and he said, 'Well, he threatened her.,' &And he said, # 'He practically
told her she would have to go back to Russia,! And he said, 'He ac-

" costed her on two different occasions!" (p.210%

This confirms_the suspicion I have had and to which I have made
earlier an occasional reference about the nature of the FBI procedure
in avoiding Oswald and secking out Marina. ItAis also a different ver-
sion than Fritz gave in his unsigned and undated report that appears in
the appendix to the report., It is actually a redefinition of the word
"acoost". |

In general, he paints a cooperative picture of Oswald (p.210)

At

one point Fritz has Lt., Day bring the rifle before him and Marina:
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"I alsc asked Lieutenant Day to bring the rifle down after I sent after
Mrg., Uswald, and had her to look at the rifle. She couldn't identify
it positively but she said it looked life the rifle that he had, but
she couldn't say for sure. She saild she thought he brought it from lew
Orleans." (p.211)

This is*quite a different version from the emotional aceununt

Uormission in which marina, upon looking at the rifle,

releassed by the
is reflected as having siad, "Oh, that fateful rifle of lee Oswald,"
The question of the search of the prisocner then comes up:

"Mr, Ball. He hadn't been searched up to that time, had he?

Mr, Fritz, Yes, sir; he had been searched.

Mr. Ball, Wasn't he searched later in the jall office?

Mr, Fritz, He was searched,.the officers who arrested him made
the first search, I am sure. He had another search at the building and
U believe that one of my officers, lMr. Boyd, found some cartridges in
his pocket in the room after he came to -the c¢city hall., I can't tell
' you the exfict time when he searchedhim.. |

Mr, Ball, You don't have the record of the time when he was
searched?

Up, Frits, No," (p.211)

When asked what kind of pulleﬁs they were, Pritz refers only to
the caliber,

He also refers to the condition of lrg, Helen Markham for whom he
represented himself as exceedingly anxious to get a lineup under way,
as saying his men "were sbout to send her to.the hospital or something",
and they had to give her ammonia to revive her., He defends the ime of

policemen in the lineup, saying he was afraid criminals ﬁmight attaclk

Oswald, and he pretendsrthere was no significant difference in attire:
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"Mr. Ball. Now, were they dressed a little better than Oswald, do
you think, these three people?

Mr, Fritz, Well, I don't think there was a great deal of differs
ence. They had on their rééular-working clothes and after they opened
their shirts and took off their ties, why they looked very much like
angbne else." (p.212)

There are several conspicuous reasons for the total lack of a '
transeript, and perhaps they bear on the reason no questions have been
asked about the lack of a transeript. First, when Fritz refers to the
fact that Hosty left, tie meant Hosty left and never reappeared at any
of the interpogation sessions, even though he was the FBI expert on
Oswald, He is not asked why-Hosty left, and this is ﬁot excessive deli-
cacy on thepart of the Commission., The Commission clearly knew the
answer and was as anxious to avoid it as the police :;ﬂ the 'BI. HMean-
while, Fritz had already gotten it clearly on the record elsewhere,
Additionally, it made it possible for Fritz to not remember anything he
didn't want to reemmber. It protected him as well as the FBI and other
agents, Of course, above all else, it precluded the existence of a
record of § any of the things Uswald said that the various police agencies
wanted not to become known. This will be especially true in several re-
spects, such as with Uswald's legal and civil rights. Even where Fritz
reveals somes of the things Oswald said, the lack of a transcript permits
Fritz to be as evasive and distorted as he chooses and to admit the ex-
sential things in what Oswald said that might have proved whetf Oswald
claimed:

"Mr. Ball., What did he say®

Mr., Frits, Well he told me that he was eating lunch with some of

the employees when this happened, and that he saw all the excitement and
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he didn't think - I also asked him why he left the building. He said
there was so much excitement there then that 'I didn't think there would
be anpg work done that aBternoon and we don't punch a lcock and they don't
keep very close time on our work and I gust left.ﬁ‘

Mr. Ball, At that time didn't you know that one of your officers,
Baker, pad seen Osweld on the secondd floor?

My, Fritz. They told me sbout that down at the bookstore; I be-
lieve Mr, Truly or someone told me about it, told me thay had met him -
I think he told me, person who tdld me about, I believe told me Hg¥ that
they met him on the stairway, but our investﬁgatioﬁ// shows that he ac-
tually sew him in a lunchroom, a little lunchroom where they were eating,
and he held his gun on this man and Mr, Truly told him that he worked
there, and the officer let him go.

Mr. Ball, Did you questioﬁ Oswald about that?

Mp, Fritz. Yes, sir; I asked him about that and he knew thet the
officer stopped him all right. 5

Mr, Ball, Did you ask him what he was doing in the lunchroom?

Mr, Fritz, XexysirgxExazked He said he was having his lunch., He
had a cheese sandwich and a Coca-Cola." (p.213)

Notice there is no reference to the names of the employees or the
circumstances under which Uswald claimed to have had lunch‘with them.

In thias connection, of all the Book Depos;tory employees, including the
executives, foremen, etc., and ineluding ghose witnesses necessary for
police purposes, such as the 3 Negroes who were on the fifth floor,
Frazier who took Oswald to work, etc., only 22 in all were questioned
by the Commission, and some of these statements ave in the form of affi-

davits. (p.213) Again a clear reason for having no transcript and for

not having even his rough notes:
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"wp, Ball. Didn't he say that he had seen a rifle at the building?

e, Fritz. " Yes, sir; he told me he had seen a rifle at the build-

That is the entire exchange. Ball drops it right then and there.

A hotter lead cannot be imagined. Ball has no interest in 1%, and

ing 2 or 3 days before that Mr, Truly and some men were looking at."(p.Elh%
|
i

even if he later returns to it, his abandonmment of this hot lead whgn
offered by Fritz can suggest only that the Commission doesn't want any
suspect except Oswald, B . -
Now thils incident in the testimony did not die here, but purely by
accident., J. Edgar Hoover and the State Dept. got in a hassle following
the release of othe report because Hoover took umbrage at the very mild
criticism of the FBI conteined in the report., He thereupon leaked data

containing his testimony and further testimony to these rifles to the

Wgshington 8tar. (I have it, Larry). Hoower said he had eveﬁy reason to

trust Oswald because the State Dept. had given him a clear bill of health.

There is an unattributed, unexplained, unintroduced box in a rather promi-

nent display the Star gave to what it had gotten, and in this Dbox there
is reference to not one rifle seen by Uswald, but iRBm two. They are ex-
plained as having been examined by ,Truly after purchase by another
employee and they are desmcribed as a high-powered rifle for the employee
and a .22 for his son.

On Oswald's denials:

"Mpr., F ritz. He denied it - that he did not. The only thing he
said he had done wrong, 'The only law I violated was in the show; I hit
the oifficer in the show; he hit me in the eye and I guess 1 degerved it.!
He said, 'That is the only law I violated.!' Le seid, 'That is the only

thing I heave done wrong'." (p.21l)

This expression by Oswald is confirmed by Sims or Stovall. Then
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they get to the queatibn of Oswald's desire for an attorney (p.21l )
"ip, Ball. Did you say anything to him about an attorney the first

time you talked to him?

p, Frits: Yes, sir; the first time. He asked about an attorney,
and I told him he certainly could have an attorney eny time he wanted it.
I told him he could have an attorney any time he liked, eny attorney he
wanted, I told him, I said, we will do it. e said he wanted an ettor-
ney in New York. And he gave me his name, Mr., Abt, and he said that is
who he wanted, and I told him he could have anyone he liked, He said, #
well, he lmew about s case that he had handled some years &ago, where he,
represented the people who had violated the Smith Act, and he said, 'I
don't know him perscnally, but that is the attorney I want.! ~

He said, 'If I can't get him that I may get the American Civil
Liberties Union to get me an attorney.'

¥r, Ball., Wgas there anything said about calling him on the tele-
phoﬁe?

Mp, Fritz. A little bit later.

My, Ball. Not that time?

My, Pritz. Not.that minute., A 1little bit later, he asked sore -
thing else about an attorney and I said, 'Did you call an attorney?' and
he sald, 'You know L can't use the telephone.' And < said, 'Yes, you can;j
anybody can use & telephone.! So, I told them to be sure to let him use
2 telephone and the next time I talked to him he thanked me for that, so‘
I presume he called.

Mr. Ball., You don't know whether he called?

Mr, Fritz, I don't know whether he did or not.

My, Ball, When you say & little bit later, you mean another period
of questioning?

Mr. Frits. Sometime during that talk.

S A SR
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Mr. Ball. You haven't identiflied these period of questioning by
time.

Vr, Pritz., I can't identify them positively. I can do the best
I can by memory, but I wouldn't want to try to answer any of these gues-
tions by time because I might.get them in the wrong question and in the
wrong - time span," (pp.21L-5) o

This makes clear, first, that Oswald fromthe Pery first time he
spoke to the police wanted an attorney. It makes equally clear that?ﬁe

couldn't pget Abt, the police knew he wanted an attorney from the Ameri-

can Yivil Liberties Uéion. This is amply confirmed. It occurs throughou

the police reports printed in the Report, it is referred to by Wichols
who visited Oswald on behalf of the Daldas DBar Association, and it was
in Oswald's television interview., In the light of this (there has thus
far been no reference to the following incident in any of the testimony
I have read), the turning away of the delegation from the Dallas Civil
Liberties Union on Friday, Nov, 22, can be interpreted as nothing but a
deliberate and wilful - and successful - attempt by the Dallas police to

deny Oswald legal representation.

Another aspect of Oswald's rights | and treatment follows immediately:

"lMp, Ball., I point that time out as 6:30 because 1t appears that you
started to question Oswald after you had the Markham showup sometime after
l;:35, L:40, L:45, Did you question him steadily from then until 6:30, the

time of the second showup?

Mrd, Fritz. I don't - I don't bdlieve there was any time when I
went through?very long period without having to step to the door, or step
outside, to get a report from some pair of officers, or to give them ad.

ditional assigmments,

Mr, Ball, Where did you keep him; in what room?
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Mp/ Fritz. In my office there.

Mr, Ball. He was in your office all the time?

Mpr, Fpritz, Yes, sir; within there.

Mr, Ball., Between the two showups at L:35 and 6:30, he was 1n your
pffice all that time?

Mr, Fritz, Well, I believe he was there all that time; let's seg,

,:30 to 6:30; I don't remember him being carried out there any time.

Mr, Ball, Wes he being questioned ¢by somebody all the time, whether

you or somebody else?

Ve, Yritz, I doubt/it, because I don't think those officers halked
%;/him very much while I was out of tbe office. I think they might have
asked him a few quesgions, but didn't ask him much."(p.215)

This ignores the period beginning with Oswald's spprehension, when
he was immediately ushered into Fritz's office.

What does the law say about such intensive interrogations, especi-
ally before ar;aignment or vharging with a ceime? On the arraignment:

"y, Ball., Now, your records show that in your office at 6:37 there
was an arraignment; do you remenber that?

Mr. Fritz., Yes, sir; I remember that arraignment.

Mp, Ball., Will you tell us what heppened then? It doesn't show
arraignments.l(p.3215)

My, Fritz. Do you show arraignment for T7:30%

Mp, Ball., UNo; 6:30, 7, you discussed, you met with Alexander, the
disfrict attorney's office, didn't you?

Mr. Fritz., I probably did. I probably talked to him about the
gvidence.

Mr., Ball, He was arraigned at 7:10.

Mr, Fritz, He was in our outer office most all the time and L
talked to him two, three different times.
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Mr., Ball., Did he ever take part in the questioning of Uswald®

Mr, Fritz, I don't believe so; now sir,

Mr, Ball. What happened at 7:10°% )

Mr. Fritz. ff 7:10 we had this arraignment with Judge David
Johnston, and preseat, I was present, and Officers Sims, Boyd, Hall, and
Mr, Alexander from the district attorney's office, and that wes in my
office,

Mr. Bell. How was the arraignment conducted?

Mp, Fritz. Well, the judge gave him a warnigg, talked to him for
a little bit.

Mr. Ball, What warning did he give him®

Mr, Fritz, He advised him of his rights. I believe he bad a form;
I couldn't repeat it, of course, but I believe he had some forms that he
went over with him,

Mr, Ball, What rights did he advise him of; do you know?

Mr, Fritz. Of his rights for an attorney, and everything that he
told was supposed to be volun&%?yand things of that kind.

Mr. Ball. He was advised that he had a right to an attorney, was he?

Mr, Fritz., Yes, sir; I am sure he was; I adviséd him on that on two
or f three different occasions.

Mr, Ball, Did - you have a rule in Texas, do you, that whatever a
witness, & person in custody, says cannot be uged against him unless he
ls warned?

Mr. Fritz. e do have; yes, sir. We have to warn them before we
can use the testimony. We have to/&i?ﬁ them in the beginning before he is
questioned." (p.216}

Fritz's gratuitous and self-serving statement, "I advised him (of

bis rights to an attorney) ...two or three different occasions," is of
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& chawacter with the reasons attributed to the Warren Commission for
sealing of the files for 75 yeers 1n the interests of Oswaldts daughters,
The fact is that lawyers acceptable to Oswald appeared almost within
hours of his apprehension and they were turned away by the police., Fritz
then flies into the facé of reason and all the informetion available and
again points up why where was no transcript of any kind;

"Mr, Fritz: He told me that he didn't want a lawyer and he told me
once or twice that he didn't want to answer any questions at all, 4nd
once or wwice he did quit answering any questions and he told me he did
want to talk to his artorney, and I told him each time he didn't have to
1f he didn't want to. So, later he sometimes would start talking to me
again.," (p.216)

The record is clear: Oswald talked about everything except what
waald connect him with the murder. On those things he was consistently
reported by those who participated in the interrogations as saying he
would not tallk about these matters until- he was represented by an attorney,
end, in fact, he told the Sgcret Service Inspector Kelley that as soon as
he was represented by an attorney, either the attorney or Oswald would
answer the speclal questions the Secret Service had because of its special
responsibility. (This is in Secret Service Insp. Felley's report printed
in the appendix to the'report, Larry, I don't think anybody anywhere in
the world would ever believe that Oswald on any occasion seid he didn's
want a lawyer. But apparently the Vommissic did, because it didn't ques-
tion I'ritz about this. (p.216)

Ahxomax The questions that hed been interrupted by the arraignment
was Immediately thereafter resumed with an FBI agent named Clements doing

the interrogating. This was interrupted for another lineuwp which, in

turn, was foldowed by the resumption of questioning by Clements (p.217)
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which was followed by fingerprinting at 8:55. Fritz admits, "I probably

tallkked to him a 1little bit more after that." But he says that even though

the records show fingerprinting at 8:55, "I don't believe he was finger-
printed, I think we made the paraffin test in my officd." The experts
have testilfied that they did both. Here again the Commission doesn't
even send Fritz back to his very extensive report wgich he had with him
and which the Commission had,

fritz spoke to Wesley Frazier on the 22nd and Frazier told Fritz
sbout the package and the curtain rods. Fritz talked to Oswald about

as having

this the morning of the 2lith and quotes Uswald/having "denied/anything
to do with any curtain rods." Fritz says the reason he didn't question
Uswald immediately about the curtain rods is becuase he wanted to learn

more sbout the package. He acknowledges that Frazier took a polygraph

test which showed Fragier to be truthful.

When he spole to Oswald about it, he guotes Usweld as yaving denied

carrying anything except his lunch into the building. (p.218)

Pritz gives an accurate representation of what he had been told by
Frazier, who had been confirmed by the polygraph:

“Mr., Ball. Did Frezier ever tell you how long the paclage was?

Mr, Fritz., He just measured, told me sbout that long.

Mr. Ball, Approximately how long?

Mp, Fritz, I am gﬁsssing at this, the way he measured, probably
26 inches, 27 inches, soﬁething like that., Too short for the length of
that rifle unless he took it down. L presume he took it down if it wés
in there, and I am sure it was.

Mr. Ball., Do you remerber what time you - was it the way Frazier.

showed 1t to you - was it the size of a rifle that was broken down?

Mr. Fritz. Yes, sir; it rould be just about right." (p.219)
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However, Fritz is 100 percent wrong about the rifle fitting into
such a package. The shoPtest package the rifle would have made was
about 1/3 longef. i :

Then Oswald's "press conference": =

"Mir, Ball., Did you give any instructions to the press conference?

Mr, Pritz. Yes, sir; the chief told me he wanted him brought down
for a press conference, and I told my officers to take them down and I
aslkked the chief to let me put it on the stage. I was a 1little bit afraid
something might heppen to him in front of that stage, someone in the crowd
might hurt him but he said no, he wanted him out there in the front, and I
told him I would like to put him on the stage so that the officers could
jerk him inside the jail office &f anything happened but he sadd no, he
wanted him in front, so L told the officers to take him down.

T wment down later to see how everything was going, but I couldn't
get in., The drowd had jammed clear back out into the hall.

¥y, Ball., Do yoﬁ know what time you sent him up to the jail?

Mp, Fritz. I have it here, I think - 12:08; yes, sir." (p.219)

Fritz has_consisténtly made inferences about Chief Curry and has
consistently represented himself as fearful for Oswald's safety. The
above quotation is consistent with similar self-serving aspects of Fritz's
statement printed in the report, for example. It is perhaps in response
to Curryts pretense that Fritz was in chafge of and respornsblaé for every-
thing. (p.219) -

Off puard for a moment, Fritz admits he was on the sixth floor
when the rifle was found in this response: "They called me as soon as
they saw it and I went back there and I saw it.,"

Hhen 1MCCloy, in an equally unguarded momen$ reveals the Commission

was in no sensme conducting an investigation to discover who killed the

President, but to prove that Oswald did, in this sentence: '"When you
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went up to the sixth floor from which Osmald apparently had fired these
shots, see "

Tritz makes chear his sensitivity to the business of_the paper bapg:

"mr, Dulles. When was the paper bag covering that apparently he
brought the rifle in, was that discovered in the sixth floor about the
same time?

Vr, Fritz, No, sir; that was recovered a little later, I wasn't
down there when that was found.

Mr. Dulles., It was recovered on the sixth Tfloor, was it not?

Mr, Fritz. Yes, sir; I believe so. We can check here and see. I
believe it was. But I wasn't there when that was recovered." (p.220)

The fagt is the contrary. The bag was removed before the identi-
fication crew tdok their victures. 4And the pictures were taken while
Fritz was still there. At least, this is the way I underskand the testi-
mony; /Hssuming first that the testimony is understandable, and second
that it reveals farts.

Ball then returns to the finding of the rifle:

"Mr. Ball, Is that the scene that was photographed by the crime
lab gfoup?

Mr, Fritz., Yes, sir; that is right, But there is one thing that
thie picture-is a little bit deceiving in onegway. This picture is talken
with a man standing, no doubt, on boxes up high like this, standing down
level on the floor. This gun was partially under the end of these boxes
right-bhbhere., You see the camera evidently took a picture under like that,
and he got a 1little more gun than you would see if you wers standing on

the floor." (p.220)

I don't beligee F ritz intbnded it for this purpose, and of

course the #ommission immediately ignores the implication of the statement
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and changes the subject. But it is clear that such a disposition of
the rifle involves the taking of much more time than the Commission al-
lowed in its recon;truction of Oswald's alleged movements., (p.?EO)

I should have noted several things above in the discussinn of this
page: First, it is clear they kept Oswald on a treedmill of almost con-
stant interrogations and showups from the time of his apprehension until
after midnight, Second, when Fritz offered to check his report about
the bag, it i1s conspicuous that he didn't and wasn't aslked to, This
bag continues to be a very sensitive point to bath the Commission and
the police agencies; they cannot live with it and they cannot live with-
out it. ‘ -

Ball returns to the showup, and for a moment it looks as though he
had Fritz worried:

"Mr, Ball., Did you say to anyone of gthese witnesses, 'We think
we have got the man that'killed Tippit and he is probasbly the man who
killed the FPresident'?¥ Anything like K€ that?

Mr, fritz. I don't remember saying anything like that." (p.221)

Isn't this a remarkably moderate response by Fritz? DNo indignation.
No speeches about his and his departmeht's decency, honesty and obedience
to the law. It's alﬁost as though he expects them to confront him with
a witness who was.goiug to say the opposite.

Mritz then gives Mrs., Helen Markham his pérsonal endorseméent :

"Mr. Fritz., ... Helen Markham, And she was a real good witness
and she identified him positively and picked him out in a manner that
you could tell she was honest in her identification." (p.221)

This is what he thought of the woman who was so hysterical he

feared she'd have to go to the hospital and he personally delivemed the

ammonia she required. If at the time of the assassination he didn't
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know otherwise about K{ Mrs, Harkham, he certainly knew all about her
§2§ g;rthe time of §this testimony.

Oswald wes not yet to get a moment's peace. Fritz consults his
records and says the arraigmnment was at 1:35, but Ball says, "your
records show that he was checked in the jail at 1:10 a.n. and it doesn't
show a checkout wheg he was talken to the arraignment." (p.221) Fritz's
explanation was that the card was faulty. Ball drops the questioning
without proceeding one étap further,

¥pitz resumed questioning Oswald at 10:25 a.m, the 23rd. He

doesn't remembef it, but by prompted consultetion with his formal Te-

port, he refreshes his memory. Ball has to continue prompting Fritz
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in an efBort to learn what information this interpogation yielded (p.222).

Buk “hen Ball Decides fritz is non-responséve he prompts him, say-
ing, "You learned certain things from your investigation of the day be-
fore, hadn't you?" and Fritz replied he did, then:

"yip, Ball., One of them was you found he had a Bransfer, didn't |
you, in his pocket when he was arrested?

Mr, Fritz..Yes, sir; I sure talked to him about the transfers.

My, Ball. What did he say?

Mr, Fritz. He admitted the transfef.

Mr. Ball. I don't want you to say he admitéed th;-transfer. I
want you to seli me what he said about the transfer.

Mp, Ppitz, He told me that was the transfer the busdrivér had
given him when he csught the bus to go home. But he had told ﬁe if you
will remember in our previous conversation that hé rode the bus or on
North Beckley and had wallked home but in the meantime, sometime had told

me about him riding a cab/

So, when I asked him about a cab ride if he had ridden in a cab
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he said yyes, he-had, he told me wrong about the bus, he haed rode a cab,
He said the reason he changed, that he rode the bus for a short distancd,
and the crowd wasg so heavy and traffic was so bad that he got out and
caught a cab, and I asked him some other quesﬁions about the cab and I
asked him what happened there when he caught the cab and he said there
wes a lady trying to catch a cab and he told the busdriver, the busdriver
told him to tell the lady to catch the cab behind him and he said he rode
that cab over near his home, he rode home in a cab;" (p.223)

What both Ball and Fritz are ignoring is that Fritz learned about
the bus transfer asbout || o'eclock the peevious day. There is no reason
to presume he delayed questioning about it until the morning of the 23d.
Ball has given him a hint and he has taken 1it, that's all., Fritz, in
this connection says he doesn't think he asked Oswald if Oswald went®
directly home. Another advantage of no transcript. Ball has to prompt
him again and does by referring to Fritz's interview with Frazier. (p.223)

Heturning to the question of what Ozwald was dobgg at the time
of the assassination, Ball has to prod and prompt before Fritz will
mention specifically the very indefinite reference he attributed fo
Oswald of being with "im called Junior ..." Fritz had looked
at the report to refresh his pecollection and reports that Uswald told
him he had a cheese sandwich and some fruit for lunch. Fritz gquotes
Osweld as having said he brought his lunch from the Paines'. He also
said he checked with the Yaines to find out if Uswald could have brought
some chicken and says he learned that there was no chicken in the hows e.
There is no reference here to any effort to find out whether or not
Oswald could have brought a cheese sandwich and some fruit. Iior does

Bgll ask him, Asked, "Did you find out there was an employee named

Junior ... " Fritz says, "Probably we have it here, some of the officers
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probably did, ..." Uext F ritz gives a gooé example of how to tell
the opposite of o the truth by telling the truth. Asked "didn't you
ask him if he belonged to the Communist Farty?", Fritz said, "He sald
he did not. He ssid he never had a card," The implication here is
that Osweld was a Communist in everything excepl actual membérship.
Diametrically the opposite is the truth, He hated the Communist Party
and the Soviet Grvermment.

Then, turning the questioning to the pistol, Ball again has to
prompt Fritz by telling him his notes refer to an interrogation of
Oswald about the pistol.' Fritz then gives a very general representation
of the alleged answers he got from Oswald. (p.22l)

Bell then wants to know if there was any further gquestioning about
an attorney or whether or not Oswald wanted one, %o which Frits replied:

"yp, Fritz., Yes, sir; there probably was because 1 talked to him
sbout & lawyer a number of times and he said he didn't want the loc_al
attorneys, skmx some atborney had been up to see him after one of- these
questionings, and he said he didn't want him at all, He wanted Mr, Abt.
And he couldn't get him and I told you about the ones there in the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Uﬁion.

Fp, Ball, Didn't he tell you at one time he didn't want to answer
questions until he talked o his lawyer? _

Mr, Fritz. Yes, sir; he told me that two or three times.

Mr, Ball, This morning he told you that, didn't he? |

Mr, Fritz. He probably did." (p.225)0

But just the day before the police had turned away bthe representa-
tives of the American Civil tiberties Union.

And what is the legal situation with respect to the police con-

tinuing to question a man who they admit’ =aid he didn't want to talk
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until he had a lawyer® £Llso, does this have any effect on the ebility
of the state to bring him to trial? Ball again directs Fritz to refer
to his notes, p.l137-D, "and see wbether?ihg%trefreshes your memory7h

"Wr, Fritz. I told him - you know he had told me he could not use
the telephone because he didn't heve the money to pay for a call, I
told him he could call collect from the jail to call anyone he wanted
to, and I believe at that time he probably thanked me for that.

M/ But I told him that we allowed all prisoners to do that.

Mir., Ball., Did he say he didn't havdmoney enoughe

Mp, Fritz. He told me tpat but as I said I told him he didn't

need the money, he could call him collect, and use the jall phone, tele-

phone,

Mpr, Ball. «hat did he say:

lMr., Fritz. That seemed to please him all right, because he evi-
dently did because the next time I saw him he thanked me for letting
him use the.phone, but I told him it wadn't a favor; everyoné could do
that. _

Mr., Bak¥¥ Dulles. Do you know who he calzed?

Mr, Fritz. I don't know, I wamn't there.

Mr, Dulles. Is there any record?

Mr, Fritz., I don't believe there would be. I thinl you give him
the use of the telephone and they could call when they wanted to. He
could have called half a dozen people if he wanted to.

Mr, Dulles. He couldn:t malte a long distance call, could he® I
suppose he could if he called colloct." (p.225%0

It is not likely that Oswald said he couldn't afford to use the

phone; he had about {1l in his possession when arrested, and he lhnew he

had left w170 with Marina, (p.225)
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Fritz then gives his version of showing Oswald the photographs
of Oswald with a rifle and pistol and Oswald's denial and accusations
that the pictures were forgeries. (p.226)

Apparently the 23d was another day of interpogation interrupted
only by lineups. | .

Fritz has been insisting he couldn't specifically state on whaﬁ
interrogation he asked what questions. Here again he is shown thét,
by referripz to his notes, he can at least recall what his notes say.
The Interrogation Bbout the picture, 133 and 13l, acoording to his notes,
took place at 6 o'clock on the evenihg of the 23d. (p.227)

For some reason Fritz shifts to the questions and questioning of
the morning of the 2lith, but Ball calls him back to the night of the
23d. He quotes Yswald as making many false denials about the pictures.
about the residence on Neely Street, about the people who visited him
there, ete. (p.228)

Ball returns to the question of the sackwith this caution: "With-
out looking at your notes there, let me ask you this," All he gets out
of Fritz is that Yswald never admitted bringing the sacl, Again Fritz
gets a convenient lapse of memory. He is ﬁot certain if he told Oswald
what Frazier said, not certain if he mentimed what Frazier's sister
saw, He is sure he told Oswald that Frazier reported curtain rods in
the paclkage, but "I can't remember that right now". He says he asked
Oswald if Oswald is fixing up Qhera he lived, and quotes Oswald as saying
he wasn't. But asked, "Do you know what he said in reply to your ques-
tion?", Fritz said, "No, sir; I don't remember what he said about that,"
(p.229)

After some essentially meaningless talk about the post office box,

begor
1t becomes clear that Fritz's tactics are wearing Ball down, Ball asess,
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by asking "How long did fyou talk to him this morning of November 2L¢"
Fritz's first repponse is that he isn't certain when they started talk-
ing te him.i (Two pages befofe, he had volunteered the time.) Ball
tells him, "9250." Fritz repeats, "9:30, we t&lked to him then until
about - I have the exact time here." Ball says, "Can we cut it shorter,
your records show 11:15 iniyour office," Fritz then says, "Herékt is,
11:15." Ball asks if othis is right, and Fritz says it is.
The total abaence of the word "Why" in the vocabulai%%éﬁ of any
of the Commission personnel is something at which I never stop marvel-
ing., There has been some strung-tdut, inconsequential talk about the

pistol when thils occurred:

"Mr. Ball, Did you ask him why he had five live .38 caliber bul- .
lets in his shirt® . )

Mr, Fritz. Yes; in his pocket?

Mpr, Ball., Yes,

Mr, Fritz. WNo; I didn't ask him that,

Mr, Ball. You didn't ask him that?

Mr, Fritz. No." (p.230) '

Even if Fritz hgd been & recruit flatfoot, this question is the
most obvious one in the world, and if Bgll hadn't even finished law
school, or.iﬁ fect had never even gone to 1t, the obvious question for
him to have asked is, "Why didn't Fritz ask about the bullets?" (p.230)

There then follows a series of guestions about Oswald's purchase
of" the rifle, about the phoﬁograph, about the storage of the rifle in
the Taine garage, and each oné, according to Fritz, got a false or non-

responsive answer from Oswald, He quotes Oswald as having denied shooting

the FPresident, the Governor, or Tippit., Then about Oswald's whereabouts:

he
"Mr, Ball, Wabth reference to where ke 23 at the time the President
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was shot, did he tell you what floor of the building he was on?

Mp. Fritz. I feel sure that he told me he was on the second floor.

Mr. Ball. Look at 136B,

;Mr. Fritz., #11 right, sir.

Mr, Ball., The second paragraph down, 136B.

Mr, Fritz, . Yes, sir; second floor;?gg;. He ssid he usually
worked on the first floor. I asked him what pért of the building at
the time the Fresident was shot. He said he was having lunch at about
this time on the first floor." (p.231)

Note Oswald's claim to have spent most of his time working on the
first floor is confirmed by employees of the building. FNote alsoc that
no one has the slightest evidence that Oswald was not eating his lunch
on the secon@ floor. The only thing that could possibly place him on
the sixth floor at any time after the beginning of the lunchhour is
Brennan, and Erennan can't be depended upon for anything.

At this point in thv interrogation’, Ball has asked Fritz a number
of' questions about things Oswald might have said and Fritz fairly con-
sistently says he doesn't remembet them, Then Ball goes into the part

' the interrogation of
of Fritz's report dealing with his elaim of conducting/Oswald under
difficult circumstsnces. (p.321) DBesides the presence of 200 newsmen,
Fritz referred to the small size of his office (ignoring all the large
unassigned areas available on that fldor, as I pointed out in my analy-
sls of the report and the sketch of this floor). After setting the
stage for Fritz:

"Mr., Ball. Did you have any tape recorders?
Hr, Fritz, U, sir; 1 don't have a tape recorder. We need one,

~if we had one at this time we could have handled these conversations

Tfar better.,



28 - Frite

V. Ball., The Dallas folice Department doesn't have one?

lr., Fritz., WNo, sir; I have requested one several times but so
far they havenit gotten me one. —

My, Ball, And you had quite a few interruptions, too, during the
guestioning, didn't you?

Mp, Fpitz.- Yes, sir; we had quite a lot of interruptions. I wish
we had had - under the circumstances, 1 don't thinic there is much that
could have been done because 1 saw it as 1t was there and I don't think
there was a lot that could have been done other than move that crowd out)
of thepe, but I think it would have been more apt to get a confession
out of it or get more teue fects from him if I could have got‘him to sit
down and quietly talked with him." (p.232)

At this point Ball drops the question. And, of course, there's
no sense in this kind of interrogation unless it serves aFinister pur-
pose., He has done nothing to elicit whether or not Fritz had a tape
recorder available, whether or not he had the funds or facilities of
borrowing one, whether or mt he asked the Secret Service or the FBEI
for one. Lf the Dallas police department doesn't have one, it's the
one of the ver,vf‘i;‘?w that doecsn't have at least one. e mowfpthat the
Secret Service?;£l§:ast subsequently had one, and it seems & perfectly
safe assumption that every police agéncy is eguipped with at least one.

Ball shifts to the precautions Fritz btook for Usweld's safety
while Oswald was in his custody. Fritz poinss out that he Walways had
officers with him ﬁherever he moved. (p.232)

On the transfer itselfl:

"ip, Ball. Had you been requezted by Sheriff Decker to transfer

him there before?

Vp, Fritz. No, sir. I had talked to the chief about transferring
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him down there. The chief had celled me on the 28d, on the 23d, I can't
giﬁe you the exact minute, probably a little after noon, he had called
me and asked me when we would be ready to transfer him and I told him we
were atill questioning him. Ve didn't want to transfer him yet, IHe
said, 'Can he be ready by about L ot'elock? Can he be transferred by L
o'clock?! I told him I didn't think we could,

Mr, Ball, That would be Saturday alternoon?

Up, Fritz. That would be the 23d, would be Saturday, yes, sir.
Theh he asked me could he be ready by 10 6'clock in the morning, so T
could tell these people something definitely, and I felt sure we would
be ready by then, However, we didn't, we ren overtime as you can see
by this report, an hour and a half over, when they come over %o trans-
fer hém," (p.233)

Obivously, this explanation does not hold water. DBall accepts
it, but he doesn't question or analyze it. .

irat of all, there was not hing to preclude the continuation of
the quesgioning of Uswald while he was in the sheriff's jail. Second,
Fritz didn't begin to question Oswald until 9:30 on the morning of the
2lth (p.228). Additionally, Fritz had returned Oswald to jail at 7:15
Saturday nhght and had not questioned him thereafter. So, of course,
he could have continued his questionings Saturday night,

Hence, it is clear, all the explenations given by Fritz at this
point are ralse and are totally unrelated to police necessities,

liote also the form of the question by Hr, Ball gives Fritz the
opportunity also to be evasive., It refers to a direct reguest to Tritz
from the sheriff which would not have been normal in any event, £nd it

ignores the she:iff's obvious concern made clear elsewhere and often,

and especially after his office and the FBI hed received threats on
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Osweld's life, IdAdirectly, Ball addresses himselfl to this:
"y d

"Mp, Rall, Did you consider trahsferring him at night?
Mr, Pritz. At night?

My, Ball, -Yes,

lr, #ritz. During the night on Saturday night, 1 had a call at
my ‘home from uniformed captain, Captain Frazier, I believe is his nanme,
he called me out et home and told me thay had had dome threats and he
had to transfer Oswald.

And I said, well, I don't %know, I said there has been no security

setup, and the chief having something to do with this transfer and you

had bebtter call him, because -~ so he told me he would.

lr, Ball, Did you think -

Mp, Fritz. He called me back then in a few minutes and he told
me he couldn't get the chief and told me to leave him where he was. I
don't think thet transferring him at night would have been any safer
than transferring, may I say shis? .

My, Ball, Yes.

My, Ffitz. Any safer than transferring him during the day. I
have always felt that that was Huby who made that call,rI may be wrong,
but he was oubt late that night and 1 have always felt he might have
made that call, if two or three of those officers had started out with
him they may heve had the same trouble they hed the next morning.

I don't know whether we had been transferring him ourselves, T
don't ltnow that we would have used this same method but we certainly
would have used security of some kind.

lip, Ball. Now weren't you transferring him?

My, Fritz. Sip, yes, sir,

'Mr. Ball. What do you mean if we were transferd ng him ourselves?
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Mr, Frutz. I mean transferring lilke I was told to transfer him,
ir, Ball. I beg your pardon?

fer him,
My, Ball, How would you have transferred him? .
Ilr, Fritz., I did do one thing here, I should tell you about.

When the chief came back and asked me if I was ready to transfer him,

I told him I had already complained to the chief about the big cameras

set up in the jail office and I was afraid we couldn't get out of the

jail with him with 211 those cameras and all those people in the pail

~ office.

2o when bhe chief came back he asked if we were ready to transfer
and 1 said, 'We are ready if the security 1s ready,! and he said, "'I%
is all set up.' He saild, 'The people are across the street, and the
newsmen are all well baclt in the garage,! and hé said 'It is all set.&!

And at that ;;2: he told me, he saild, 'We have got the money
wagon up there to transfer him in,' and 1 said, 'Well, I don't like the
idea, chief, of transferring him in a2 money wagon.,'! we, of course,
didn't lnow the driver, nok who he was, nor anything bbout the money
wagon, and he said, 'Well, that is all right. Transfer him in-your car
like you want to, and we will use théroney wagomd (p.233) for a decoy,
and I will have & squad to lead it up to the central expressway and
across to the left on Elm Street and the money wagon can turn down Zlm
Street and you can turn down liain Street, when you get to pain Street,
going to the county jail,! and he told me he and Chief Stevenson would
meet me at the county jall, that is when we started out.

Mr. Ball, How would you have done it if you were going to do it?

Mr, Fritz. well, 1 hesitate to say because i1t didn't work good

lMr, fritz. I was transferring him like the chief told me to trans-
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this way., If I had done it like I would do it or usuélly do it or
something and it hadn't worked I would be just in the same shape you
know, and it would be-just as bad, so I don't like to be critical of
sonmething because it turned out real bad,

fou can kind of understand my - I know that our chief didn't know
anything was going to happen or he surely wouldn't have told me to trans-
. fer it that way." (p.23L)

Despite his apologiles on behalf of the chief, it is clear that
Fritz is getting himsell on record as having had no responsibility and
as having never been consulfied until the last minute about the transfer
of Oswald., This is in direct contradiction to the chief's statement
and in the hands of anything except a Commission of this sort would have
resulted in I am certain an inquiry into the possibility of perjury,
because Oswald wes killed. Asked how he would have done it, Fritz points
out that, under similar conditions, with similar threats, and with paﬁc-
tically no manpower compared with what was involved in the transfer of
Uswald, he did transfer Euby safely.

Note also that he has gone out of his way twice to acknowledge
recel pt of threats to Oswald's life by the police.

He repeats the transfer was on the chief'sorders,

He aclknwwledges, "I would have talked to him later in the county
jail but we didn't need to hold the man any longer." (p.23L) TFollowing
discussion about how blinding the television lights were, there is off-
the-record discussioﬁ. Then Ball turns to the question of Warren Rgynolds

Reynolds,
who was Bhot after he had been one of those who helped idehtily Oswald
as Ileeing the scene of the Tippit shooting:

. i through

"Mr. Fritz. Yes, sir; I talked to him. He was shotxxkrkm the head.

Mr, Ball, Yes,
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¥r, Fritz. T didn't talk to him very long because I didn't have
to talk to him leng or I didn't have to talk to Eim very long but he
told me two or three different stories and I could tell he was a sick
man and he had no doubt brain damagé Trom that bullet and he is apt %o
say anything,

Mr, Ball, What did he say®?

Yr, Fritz. He told me that - he told me two or three stories, one
story he told me when they first brought him into me, for me to tallk %o
him, he told me that he saw this Huby coming down there and he told him
~ he said he followed him up and say which way he went.

lir, Ball, Ruby?

Mp, PFritz, ©Saw Oswald.

Mr, Bgll, Cawald?

My, Fritz. Yes, Uswald, and I questioned him further and I asked
him, how far, how close was the closest you were ever to him, how far
were you from him? He said, weil, from that car lot across the street
there., Well, of course, if he had been at a car lot across the street
it would be difficult to follow him on the sidewalk. 1t would be quite
difficult so I tallked to him for just & short time and I didn't bother
with him any wmore/

I already had some history on him because bthe other bureau, the
forgery bureau had been handling him and they had already told me a lot
ebout him., They discounted anything that he told." (v.235)

Apparently, the Commission had & higher opinin of “arren FReynolds
because they took his testimony and qpoted it in the repart.

As to the Reynolds shooting:

"Mr. Fritz. They think it might have been over a car deal bubt they

are not nositive and I don't know that he will ever tell them.
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Mr, Ball., Have you ever discovered any connection between the
shooting of Warren Reynolds and the killing?

My, Fritz. Tever,

¥y, Ball. The assassination of the President® (p/235)

Hr, FPritz. None at all.

Mr, 2ell, The killing of Tippit”

My, Fritz. Yo; wé found nothing. we checked it.

Mr., Ball. 4Any connection between Oswald and Karren Leynelds or
RFuby and wWarren Rxm RHx Reynolds?

My, Tritz. We found no connection, We had all kinds of rumors,
of course, that they were connected, and we didn't find anything.

¥r, Ball, Did you investigate 1t? R

Vp, Fritz. Yes, sir; I had some officers investigate it,;and the
forgery burecau inveatipates him because they were already working on
the shooting case, They handled all the shootings where people are not
killed." (p.236) “

He had nothing to do wifh the investigation of Walker!s shooting.
(p.236F. Pritz doesn't think he ever questioned the bureau that handled
the Walker case, which was not a hogicide, because they were different
cases and he didn't want to mix them up.

Admitting that Truly gave him a complete description of Oswald,
topether with home address, he said he never gave it to anyone because
when he pot to his office Oswald was there,

Obviously, he had no way of knowing Oswald would be there, and
the obvious thing to have done was to have broadcast the description
over the rsdio or to have isasued orders by radio for police to go to

the address Truly had given him and to pick up the man Truly described.

There 1s no guestloning abbut this.




Fritz offers to be helpful: "I think I could help you & minute
sbout that deseription thet went out over the radio but I didn't hear
it. +#hen I got to the buildidg, some officer there told me, said we
thinl: the man who did the shooting out of the window is a tall, white
nen, that is a1l I had., That didn't mean nueh you know_ﬁecause you
can't tell five or six floors up whether a man is tall or short.," (p.237)

it is interesting to note that Fritz interprets the description
he pot as of a tall man., /nd even that he didn't believe because, as
I have pointed out elsewhere in the analysise, at that elevation BErennan

if, in fact, )
could tell nothing about the man's height,/he did see a man. -

‘Then this interesting bit about Brennan:

"tir, MeCloy. wWere you present at the showup at which Brennan was
the witness”® . |

Mr. fritz., Brenrnan?

Mr. McCloy. Brennan was the alleged -

lir, Pritz. Is that the man that the Secret Service brought over
there, lir, Sorrels brousht over?

Mpr, eCloyd. I don't know whebther Mr. Sorreds -

e, f"ritz., I don't think I was present but I will tell you :g;t’
I helped lir, Sorrels find the time that that ¥M man - we didd't show
Ixhekm that he wes shown at all on our records, but Mr, Sorrels called
me and sald he did show him and he wanted me to give him Gthe time of the
showup. I asked him to find out Trom his officers who were with lir/
Brennan the names of bthe people that we had there, and he gave me those.
two Davis sisters, and he said, when he told me that, of course, I could

tell what showup it was and then I gave him the time." (».237)

This clearly states thap she police have no record of Brennan's

being at the lineup, This doesn't mean that Brennan wasn't there, but
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it sure doesn't mean that he was. (p.237)
They returned cripthcally to the FBI AGent Hosty;
"™ir, Ball. Did Hosty say to &ou that he knew Usyald?

Mr, ¥ritz. I heard Mr, Shanklin tell Mr, Hosty on the telephone,
I had lir. Bookhout pick up the telephone and I had an extension.

lMr, Ball., What did he hear? )

Mp, Fritz, He said is Hosty in that investigation, Bookhout said
no. He said, 'I want him in that investigatipn right now because he
knows those people he has been talking-to,! and he said some other things
that I don't want to repeat, about whet to do if he didn't do it right
quiclt, So I didn't tell them that I even knew what Mr, Shanklin said,

I wallred out there and called them in." (p.238)

This is intripguing but to say anything further is pure speculation.
Remember alsc Hosty was yanked, then demoted, then transferred. )

Also intriguing is the following on the conditions of or the con-
ditions in the Dallas jail:

"Mr, Ball, Was he fed any time'during that day?

My, Fritz, Yes, sir; he was, I don't remember buying him some-
thing to eat. I usually do, if they are hard up in jail at the time I
buy somebthing to eat but some of the ot@er officers remember me buylng
him food but the only thing he would drink was I believe some milk and
ate a little paclkage of these crackers sandwiches and one of the other
officers bought him a cup of coffee and that is all he would either eat
or drinlk, that is all he wanted." (p.238)

And holy and honorable és he is, Fritz has not wired the jail
cells, or so at least he says, he couldn't eavesdrop_on the conversation
between Oswald, his wife, and others in his family. He does say he some-

times wishes he could. (p.238)




-

37 - Pritsz

Fritz, with great authority and inaccuracy, then sets them
straight on the chicken lunch by saying it had beeh consumed the pre-
vious day. He assures them the assassin was not in the window near
which the chicken bones were found, The Commission already had testi- }
mony from the man who left the chiclken bones that day, }

Fritz also had complaints about Uswald's intelligence. Oswald
could anticipate Fritz, rFritz attributed this to some special trainirg |
Uswald had had, HNote in what Tollows Fritz's own special use of words, E
such as "a question that meant something™, What Fritz wanted was a con. |
fession and his complaint against Oswald was that the conression was not
Torthecoming, quald has been consistent and clear on the point he would
hot talk about anything he was charged with until after he was represented
by a lawyer. Note also Fritz's appraisal of Uswald and his behavior:

2Mr, IFritz. You know I didn't have trouble with him. If we would
Just talk to him quietly like we are talking right now, we talked all
right until I asked him a guestion that meant gomething, every time I
asked him a question that meant something;'that would produce evidence
he immediately told me he wouldn't tell me about it and he seemed to an-
ticipate what I was going to aslk, In fact, he pot so good at it one time,

I asked him if he had had any training, if-he hadn t been quastloned before.

Mr, Dulles. Questioned before?

Hr. Fritz, Guestioned before, and he said that he nad, he said yes,
the FBI questioned him when he came back from Russis from a long time and
they tried differgnt methods. He said they tried the buddy boy method and
thorough method, and let me see some other method he told me and he said,

1T understand that.'" (p,239)

Orwald expressed no animosity against anybody.
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Un the question of whether Oswald expected a political benefit
from the assassination of Fresident Kennedy, this oquote from Capt.
Fritz: "I wanted to tell you one thing before I forget. One time I
asked him something about whether or not, either I asked him or some-
one else in there asked him, if he thought he would bebetter off, if he
thought the country would be better off with the President killed and

he said, '"Well, I thinlk that the Vice Yresident has‘about the same views

as the President has.' He says he will probably do about the same thing

that ¥resident Lennedy will de." (p.240)

Asked about Tippit's record, Fritz begins with & high endorsement
which he gradually reduces in the change of one paragraph to mediocrity:
"The record is good, It waa aversge, it looked better than a lot of
them do. It is all right, It had the same little things that happen
to most officers, maybe some little complaint about something minor,
nothing of any consequence." (n.2L0)

There 1s no connection he can establish hesween Uswald, Ruby,
Tippit and some fourth person, He says he has heard all the rumors
and he hes, insofar as he could, checked them, always with negative
results. His evaluation of the number of'policemen who lmew Huby is
other than that of the chief., He said, "I think a lot of the officers
knew Fuby." Fritz's opinion of COswald is apain sought by Ball:

"Mr. Ball. Captain Fritz, from being with Uswald for a couple of
days what were your impressions about him? Wasz he afraid, scared?

Fr, Pritz. Jas he afraid?

Mpr, Ball., Yes.
My, Fritz. No, sir; I don't believe he was afraid at all; I

think he was a person who had his mind made up what to do and I think

he was like a person just dedicated to a cause. And I think he was
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above average for intelligence.

I know a lot of people call him a nut 211l the time but he didn't
tall 1ike a nut. He knew exactly when to quit talking. He knew the
kind of questions, I could talk to him as long as I wanted to if I just
talked ebout a lot of things that didn't amount to anything. DBut any
time I asked him 2 question that meant something he answered quick." (p.
200-1) =

In showing Fritz the disputed pictures of Oswald with the rifle
and when fritz sald he had only one of the two, The Sommission agein
carefully skirts the issue of what happened to the second, and especi-
alZ‘Lgs\r since. we now know from the testimony ol the officers who perlormed
the search, that the police had both nvgatives, the delicacy ol the
Cormission becomes suspect. These are in Vol, XVII, pp.L97-C and are
identified as lxhibits 712-1l, Note that the posed picture is inac-
curately posed, It is almost a combination of two pictures of Oswald,
but the agent is very careful not to giwe an ldentifiable view ol the
rifle he 1s holding. It does not have the same sling, if it hes any,
Tor the picture 1s not eclear. Cawald's security and the FBI's alleged
interest comes up again:

"Mx, Ball, Captain, I would like to ask you some more questions
ebout your nrisoner,

Mr, Prits, #£11 right, sir.

Mr, Ball, The first day that you.had Gswald in custody, did you
get a notice from the FBI, any of the FBI officers that there had been
& communication Trom Jashington sugpgesting that you take sextra precau-
tions for the safety of Yswald?

Mr, Frist. ©No, sir; there was not.

bp, Ball., Do you recall whether or not on Friday -

The Chairman. ‘hat wasj your answer to thet?
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wp, Pritz. I did not, I got no such instructlons. In fact, we
couldn't - we would have taken the precautions without the notice but
we did not get the notice. I never heard of that.

Mp., Ball. Db gyou recall xmmkhex that on Friday, November 22,
Wade asked you or did ne or didn't District Attorney wade ask you to
trensfer Oswald to the county jail for security?

Vi, Pritz, That would be on the night of the 2247

ip, Ball, On the night of the 22d.

My, Fpitz, Yss, sir; he asked me iT I would transfer him that
night., (p.2Ll)

Jp, Ball,  ¥het did you tell him?

Mp, Fritz. I told him we didn't want to transfer him yet. We
wanted to talk ta him some more, e talked a little bit. He didn'®
act ally want him transferred, Ee just was more or less talking about
whether or not we wanted to transfer hilim,

Mr, Ball, Now on Sathirday Decker called you and asized pyou to
transfer him?
it e, Fritz. On Saturday did he call me and ask me to ransfer him”

lir, Ball, Yes, that would he the 23d.

My, Fritz. No; sir; he did not.

HMr, Ball. Did Chief Curry tell you that Decker had called or
anything of that sort?

ilr, Fritz. Yes, sir; when I was talking to Chief Curry on one
of those conversations, I don't think it is the conversation nowg when
he told me about the hours, I think it is another conversation, I told
pim, I said, 'I don't lmow whether we were going to transfer him or

Decler was going to transfer him,' and Chief Curry said, 'We are golng

to transfer him, I have talked to Decker, we are going to transfer him,!
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Mr, Ball. When were the pleans for the transfer made”

My, fpitz, ohen were the plans made?

Ur, Ball. Yes; do you know?

My, Fritz., I don't know about that, The only think I know is
what I told you about when the chlef told me about would he be ready
by*10 o'clock that morning, and 1 told him I thought we could,

(=1

qr, Ball, You didn't malke the pians yourself? |
Yp, FPitz. No, sir. i
Mr. Ball., They weré made by the chief? . |
Mr., ¥ritz. Yes, sir; they were made by the chief, {
Mr, Begll. ”heﬁ did the chief first tell you what the plans were? %
Mr., Fritz. That wes on the 23d. He didn't tell me about 21l the § |

plans, of course, at that time because I told you when he came up to |

tell us about that, when he aslked when we were ready to go he told me

about the armored car, that ia the first I had ever heard of that." (P, 2&2)
Fritz is willing to call the chief a liar, and that is exacgly

what he does at the end of the excerpt, quoted above. Curry has said

publicly and has sworn under oa2th the opposite, It would appear that

Fritz is being truthful. (p.2L2)
The discussion (it can't be called examination) turns to Euby

(p.2l3) and what Ruby said of how he was able to accomplish his murderf
"Mr, Fritz. He told me he came down that ramp from the outside.

S50 I told him, I said; "Ho, wou couldn't have come down that ramp be-

cause there would be an officer at the top and an officer at the bottom

and you couldn't come down that remp.' He said, 'I aﬁ.n;t going to talk

to you any more, I am not going to get into trouble,! and he never tel ked

to me any more about it." (p.2ll)

Pritz repeats, "I had nothing to do with setting up the security
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in the basement ..." This ir a point he has emphasized from the very
beginning, including in his self-serving version of the interrogations
printed in the appendix to the report. (po2lly)

The story of the man reportedly seen ruhnning from the Texas Book
Depository and getting into a white Rambler then comes up with Fritz
saying he didn't believe the man and having no recollectlion of part of
the man's alleged story:

"ir, Ball., Roger Craig stated that about 15 minutes after the
shooting he saw a man, a white man, leave the Texas State Book Depois-
tory Puilding, run acboss a lawn, and get into a white Hambler driven
by a colored man,

Mr, Fritz. I don't think that is true.

Mr, Ball, I &m stating this, You remember the witness now?

Mr. Fritz. I remember the witness; yes, sir.

Mr, Ball., Did that man ever come into your office and talk to
you in the presence of Oswald? -

Mr, Fritz. In the presence of Osgeld?

Mr., Ball, Yes.

Mr, Pritz. Yo, sir; I am sure he did not. I believe that mad
did come to my office in that little hallway, you know.outsida my office,
and I believe I stepped outside the deor and talked to him for a minute
and I let someone else take an affidavit from him, We should have that
affidavit from him if it would help.

Mr, Ball, low othis man states that, has stated, that he came to
your office and Oswald was in your office, and you asked him to look at
Osweld and tell you whether or not this was the man he saw, and he says

that in your presence he identified Oswald as the man that he had seen

run across this lawn and get into the white Reambler sedan, Yo you remember

that?

5
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Mr, Pritz, I fthink it was taken, I think it was one of my
officers, and I think if he saw him he looked through that'glass and
saw him from the outside because I am sure of one thing that Irdidn't
bring him in the office with Oswald." (p/2L5)

By infeepence at least, I'ritz says that they can control the local
press: - .

"Mr. Ball. In the light of your experience in this case, do you
think you should alter your regulations with the présa, have a little
more discipline when the ﬁress are around? |

Mr, Fritz., Je can with the local press. 4e can't do much with
those people that we don't know from those foreigh countries, and from
distant States, they don't ask us. They just write that they hear of
and we read it." (p.2l6)

F ritz says that Dallas will never close the cass. If enything
comes up in 10 years, they will follow it and if it is out of §their
jurisdiction they will refer it to the proper Federal agency. “Asked
if be has any leads, he said, "I dm't believe we have one." In turn,
he asked if they could think of & lead to be followed up. He got no
answer,

Agked if he knew where Uswald was between 12735 and 1:10 a.m.
saturdey, Nov. 23, a period for which "the jaller's records show he
was checked out", Pritz said he believed that it was &uring this ftime
that Yswald was photogrephed end fingerprinted, and he connects it with
the arraignment, However, following the first arraignment, other testi-
mony shows that at about 8:55 this happened to Oswald, According to
the Dallas records, Oswald wasn't arralgned for the killing of the
President until 1:35 a.m,, So between 12:35 a.m. and 1:10,a.m., he

could not have been out for the arraignment on the charge of killing
the Fresident,
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f'ritz does not have this error called to his attention end no
further questions are aslked about this missing 35 minutes, (p;EMT)

At the suggestlon of Fritz, Lt. T. L. Baker, who was more or less
the editor of what is called Commission Document 81-F, the Dallas police
report, is recalled to the skané. Daker testifles that during the 35
minutes, Oswald, as a natter of fact, was being run through the ID bureau,
photographed, fingerprinted, etc. Thereafter, in regp onse to a telephone
call from “hief Curry, Oswald was delivered back to the Identification
Bureau for arraigmment, the telephone call comiﬁg at about 1:30 a.m.,
the arraignment at 1:35, and Uswald was returned to the fifth floor
jail at 1:1h5 a.m.

Note that while the Commissio n refers to this "Commission Document
81-B", it does not seem to be in the record. It is nok offered during
Pritz's testimony, nor is it relferred to as a Commission exhibit.

Fritz returns to the stand briefly to say he never had heard ol

Uswald or Bernard Weissman before the aseassination.

Pritzts Affidavit of_JUn93i96h (7 H L03-L).

Fritz says his purpose in preparing the affidavit is "I wish %o
supplement the evidence given by me on Wednesday, April 20, 196l.;..V

He says with respect to the spent rifle shells that alter the
pEkE pictures were made, Det, Sims brougat the S_Shells to his olflice
and delivered them to him. He kept them in an envelope and latér turned
them over to Det. Dhority to take to Lt. Day of the Identification Bureau.
"I told Detective Dhority that after these hulls were checked for prints
tl leave two of them to be delivered to the FBI and to bring one of them

to my office to be used for comparison tests here in the office, as we

were trying to find where the cartridges hsd been bought,"
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Fritz sald he kept the empty shell until the night of Hov. 27
when the FBI SATID tﬁat it wanted the shell and a noteboolk that bblonged
to Oswald for the Commission. He sald they had Hosty's receipt.

¥ believe this is in contradiction to other testimony about the
shells, I also beliave by Lt. Dey, that they were checkefl for &ns
Tingerprints at the time they were phobtographed.

This affidavit also containg the only reference T have seen to
any effort to trace the cartridges in any manner whatsoever. There 1is
no further reference to it that I know of showing either success or
failure in the venture, ' |
Deposition of Capt. §. W. FRITZ, July 1, 196k, (15 H 145-53)

Asst. Cognsel Huberf, after introductory remariks, ihquiras about
the food thet Oswald received, Tritz replied that when in jail he
received the jail food and when in Fritz's oflice he was given coflfee
a copple of times, ete. Tritz doesn't know if Uswald had. supper on
friday, Hov. 22, He said he doesn't know about any meals Uswald had
on Friday, Saturday or Sunday., TFritz also iz not certsin whether

interropation stfopped &t mealtime. Hubert implies it did. Iy recol.

lection is to the contrary. (p.1L7)

Fritz reiterates he had nothing to do with the planning for Oswaldrs

éransfar and was not consulted or informed about it until the time aboutb
which he hadpreviously testified, on Sunday when he heard about the
"money wegon" and disapproved, (v,1L8) Fritz says at one time he per-
sonally talked to the shePiff about moving Uswald, which I beliswe is

in contradiction to his earlier bhestimony, but_I may be wrohg. fritz,
when asked if he could have conbinued his interrogation of Oswald at

the county jail, replied:
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"Captein Fritz. No, sir; thet wouldn't have been good at all.

My, Hybert. Can you tell us why?

Ceptain Fritz, Well, bLhere are manj reasons, Frirst our records
wouldn't be there, would be one thing, aﬁd we wouldn't have the Wwit-
nesses at the county jail for the lineups and would be out of contact
with the office for ingmm&mgnx incoming information. The clity hall
would be guite a distance from us. <There are certeln other things
that mighﬂﬁnterfere with questioning at the county jell. It was bad
enough whefé we were,

lMp., Hubert. Ag a matter ofmmk fact, where you were was & pretty
bad situation for 1%°

Captain Fritz, Urdinarily it wouldn't be such a bad situvation.
It was 2 bad situation because of all that news media that had turned
into a mob.

My, Hubert., That is what I was getting at, whether or not any
consideration was given to moving Oswald to the county jail actually
to get awey from the crowd and conduct the investigation under the con-
ditions that wauldn:t involve the crowd?

Captain Friéz. No, sir; I don't think that would have been good
at all, That would be completely away from the office and the records
and Lthe some 15 %g 20 officers that were recuired to conduct the lnves-
tigation, and we would have to move our entire organizati on to the
county jail, which would have been impossibie." (p.149)

This may be fact, but in his testimony beflore the Commission,

(ps ) Fritz also testified that he knew he would have to complete

his investigation while Oswald was in the sheriff's custody. e does

not recall telling the chief of his concern about the mass of people

on the third floor. (p.1L9)
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On Saturday, ‘ritz says, he told the chief "we ought to get rid
of the lights ..." in the basement preparatory to moving Uswald., In-
stead, the lights were moved back. -

5till on security: "Captain Fritz, I want to say this in fair-
ness to the chief. As we gtarted to leave, he told me that the people
were moved across the street, and the other people were bacl of the
railing, and I think he thought they were. I think someone must have
changed gi; order down there ..." (p.150)

Fritz's testimony of the surge forward of the media people before
the shooting is not supported by the existing ppictures., I'ritz, as he
had already indicated, expected the media people to be confined in the
area of the rail in the parking lot. He said, "Had they been back
there, everything would have been all right."

"Mr, Bubert. It is your impression that there would be nobody on
the jail side of the rail and nobody on the main ramp, Main Street ramp?

Captain Fritz. That is right; we thought we had clearance there.

Mr, Hubert. Now you say that when you came oubtside you caused
Oswald and the two guards with him, ¥r, Leavelle and Mr, Graves, to halt
in the jail office and you went out and called out as to whether it was
clear?

Captain Fritz, A lieutenant was standing there in uniform, and 1
asked him, and he told me that the security was UL, A detective also
gave the same answer," (p.151)

The rest is concerned with discussions of movement at night,
security, Fritz's opinion of the press, meeting the outside-of-Yallas
" press, his opposition to a nocturnal move, and his initial but subse-

quently withdrawn inferred denial of a suggestion for the night move.

It actually originated with Sheriff Decker, for one, but there is no

-
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reference to ié here, FPritz restricting himsell to the telephone call
from the police to him during the night.

Larry, Pritz comes through to me as a tough old boy who has been
around and knows how to survive and is intent upon g;iggso. Pretending
to be fair to the chief, an interest he clearly does not have, he
nonetheless nails the chief with a lie about the Oswsld transfer.
dherever there is fault, it is elsewhere, not with FPritz, He had no
room to move, it was dangerous moving the prisoner, he had too many
people in his office, and of course he makes it a point to say the FBI,
the Secret Service, and all the other people had a perfectly proper
business being there. It just worked against him. He would have gotten
more out of Oawald under mther circumstances, ete., which is pure non-
sense, He knew more than he said, and he forgot less than he said; but
who can prove it?

To a large degree, he confirms the denial of Uswald's legal and
civil rights, He also confirms Oswald's-willingness to talk and the
fact that he did on everything except what whould connect Oswald with
the assassination or the murder of Tippit., He definitely says Uswald
was not a nut or anything like that. He suspected Cuban'involvement.
but the impression I get 1s that he suspected pro-Castro involvedent.

He was likewise careiul to protect the image of all the officers
énd personnel of the Dallas police with thom he worked except for the
chief'. He had no choice but to defend himself against Lhe chief's lie,
trying to pin responskbility for the movement of Oswald upon him, He
doesn't give a demn about the outside press, and he was very careful to
maintain his good relations with the Yallas press. He was lilkewise care-
ful te not in any way imply tha&t prior to his arrival at the Depositadry

anybody in the pblice department was negligent.,
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Of course, all of this waé possible because he was, in no sense
of' the word, interrogated. e was handled as géntly and delicately
as possible, A11 the many ob%ious guestions were avoided., I don't
believe there was a single point during his guestioning where he was
ever asked the question, "WHY", During his testimony, the Gommission
revealed a gap of 35 minutes beginnine at 12:35 the night of the as-
sassination in the polite records on Oswald's whereabouts., An effort
is made to clarify this with the testimony of Lt. Baker, uhich might
be correct, but the fact remains the policé have no record of stald'a
whereabouts. Likewise with respect to Bbennan, the police have no |
record.of his being at the lineup he attended,

He 1s particularly handled with consideration on teh question
of the lack of any kind of a transcript. - He wes never asked, for ex-
ample, why & police stenographer was not there, in addition to what I
have indicated about a tape recorder.l In the report are relerences to
his "rough notes". I saw no such reference in his testimony, and he
is allowed to get away with saying he had no notes, even though the
interropation reports printed in the appendix ofcntherreport itaelrl
revoal that he did, iqfact, keep notes dﬁring his interrogation of
Oswald,

He is never asked why he sent his officers into another jurisdic-
-tign without seeing to it they had a searéhfwarrant,

The whole guestion of the empty rifle dartridges remains uncertain
£¥ 48 it iwas alfter the testimony of other witnesses, such as Day and
Sims, and the subsequent affidavits do not eliminate the uﬁcertainty.

Inother obvious failing was the lack of questioning when he re-

vealed they were trying to learn where Oswald had purchased the buléets'

for the rifle. Her/is never questioned; in lact, there is no reference
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to the discrepancy in the Tippit tullets and shells,

He is never asked about the condition of the pistol taken from
Oswald st the time it came inté the possession of his buresau.

In short, he just wasn't questioned. There are meny other things
about the deficiencies of the qﬁestinning that will occur to you, and
I'm sure the minute I stop this, dozens of others will suggest them-
selves to me, such as the failure fto question him about bhe invalidity
of the identifications in such lineups as wers stéged, 0swald's pro-
tests to him (revealed again in the interrogation reports in the appen-
dix to the report itéélf), about the fact that Oswald considered o the
lineups rigged to make ddentification of him aﬁtomatic.

These really are not Fritz's failings, They are the obvious

shortecomings of othe Commission,



