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et A

m
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o
m

b
s, an

d
 n

o
t 

a N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese an

tiaircraft 

m
issile, w

ere probably responsi-

b
le fo

r th
e d

am
ag

e d
o
n
e to

 th
e 

'F
re

n
c
h
 a

n
d
 o

th
e
r d

ip
lo

m
a
tic

 

m
issio

n
s in

 H
an

o
i last w

eek
, a 

high ranking official said today. 

A
n
d
 S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate W

il-

lian
 P

. R
o
g
ers, in

 a telev
isio

n
 

in
terv

iew
, left th

e clear im
p
res-

sio
n
 th

a
t h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t c

a
re

 to
 

arg
u
e w

ith
 rep

o
rts o

f w
itn

esses 

th
at a U

n
ited

 S
tates N
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y
 F

-4
 

fighter-bom
ber had dorpped the 

bom
bs,although; he said a ''final 

d
eterm

in
atio

n
" h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 

reached. 
"It is reg

rettab
le th

at it h
ap

-

p
en

ed
," "W

e h
av

e ex
p
ressed

 

o
u
r reg

rets to
 th

o
se co

u
n
tries 

w
hose em

bassies w
ere involved, 

b
u
t fau

lty
 b

o
m

b
 d

ro
p
s d

o
 o

cu
r 

upon occasion." M
r. R

ogers said. 

M
r. R

ogers said "I think there 

w
ill b

e so
m

e statem
en

t b
y
 th

e 

i  D
efen

se D
ep

artm
en

t o
n
 th

is." 
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' b
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t b
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p
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 m
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s c
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M
elvin R

. L
aird, in a new

s con-

ference, conceded the sam
e day 

tbet pilot error m
ight have been 

responsible. 
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e d
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h
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en
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e d
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D
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b
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 p
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ed to point to the 

bom
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u
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ld

 b
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rth
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e w

o
u
ld
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ly

 h
o
p
e 

th
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 fu

rth
er acci-

d
en

ts," h
e said
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h
e P

resid
en

t 

h
as said

 co
n
sisten

tly
 th

at w
e 

w
ould continue the bom

bing of 

m
ilitary
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ets in
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o
rth
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 b
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b
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m
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p
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H
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e w
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under-
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u
r p

o
sitio

n
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u
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p
o
w

er o
f th
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h
ieu
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e an
d
 

th
e m
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an
ce o

f th
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s 
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m

p
ro

m
ise an

d
 a p

o
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ise in
 m

y
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 Is 

th
e o

n
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at th

e w
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-
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r th
e 

b
o
m
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in H

anoi, saying it "w
as 
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v
erten

t." 
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"failu
re o

f th
e o

rd
n
an

ce to
 

release p
ro

p
erly

." 

T
h
is w

as th
e first fo

rm
al 

adm
ission of the O

ct. 11 inci-

d
en

t, w
h
ich

 k
illed

 six
 p

er-

so
n
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e m
issio

n
 

c
 h

ie
 f, D

e
le

g
a
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 G
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n
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o
 d
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f 

b
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a
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h
t, 

a
n
d
 fiv

e
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d
o
c
h
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e
se
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m

-

ployes. 
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u
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e 
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d
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a
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n
 

w
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n
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p
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"O
n
e possible cause of the 

accid
en

t is th
e failu

re o
f th

e 
S'• 

o
rd

n
an

ce to
 release p

ro
p
er- 

ly. W
e have not been able to 

id
en

tify
 an

y
 sp

ecific U
.S

." 

aircraft th
at w

as in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 

th
is reg

rettab
le accid

en
t. 

"It continues to be our pol-
icy

 to
 targ

et o
n
ly

 m
ilitary

 

facilities. 
"T

h
e U

.S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as 

ex
p
ressed

 its reg
rets to

 th
e 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f F

ran
ce." 

A
h
ead

 o
f th

e o
fficial state-

m
ent. sources in S

aigon indi-

cated
 th

at in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 

N
av

y
 p

ilo
ts w

h
o
 flew

 from
 

th
e carrier M

id
w

ay
 p

o
in

ted
 

to
 a

 "h
u
n
g
 b

o
m

b
" a

s th
e
 

p
ro

b
a
b
le

 c
a
u
se

. A
 "h

u
n
g
 

b
o
m

b
" is o

n
e
 th

a
t fa

ils to
 

d
ro

p
 as it is su

p
p
o
sed

 to
; in

-

ste
a
d
, a

fte
r a

 je
t p

u
lls u

p
 

an
d
 aw

ay
. it slip

s o
u
t o

n
 a 

w
ild course. 
F

ried
h
eim

 said
 ju

d
g
m

en
ts 

w
e
re

 re
a
c
h
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 U

.S
. 

governm
ent after analysis of 

p
o
st - strik

e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
y
 

an
d
 reco

n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f th
e in

-

cid
en
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m

 p
ilo

t acco
u
n
ts 

an
d
 w

h
at h
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ed

 "a few
 

o
th

er so
u
rces." H

e d
id

 n
o
t 

id
en
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 th
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F
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u
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e b
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-
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y a

 N
orth V

ietnam
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an
tiaircraft m

issile fallin
g
 

b
ack

 to
 earth

. 

P
entagon spokesm

an Jerry 

F
ried

h
eim

 to
ld

 n
ew

sm
en

 in
-

v
estig

ato
rs h

av
e n

o
t b

eeh
 

a
b
le

 to
 id

e
n
tify

 th
e
 p

la
n
e
 

w
hich dropped the bom

b and 

th
at "th

ere is n
o
 in

ten
tio

n
 

h
e
re

 to
 e

n
g
a
g
e
 in

 re
p
ri-

m
an

d
s o

r recrim
in

atio
n
s." 

F
riedheim
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n o 
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h
a
n
g
e
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 b

e
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a
d
e
 

in
 th

e
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n
d
e
r w

h
ic

h
 

A
m

erican
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o
m

b
ers o
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A
rid

 h
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d
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n
g
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th
at th

e ep
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d
e w

ill n
o
t d

e-

te
r A

m
e
ric

a
n
 a

tta
c
k
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n
 

m
ilitary

 targ
ets. 

T
 h

 e P
en
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o
n
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al 

sta
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m
e
n
t re

a
d
 b

y
 F

rie
d
-

h
eim
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: 
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 1

 I in
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a
tio

n
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o
w
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le to
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m

 a v
arie-
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 o

f so
u
rces in

d
icates th

at 

the F
rench M
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w
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v
erten

tly
 stru

ck
 b

y
 

a U
.S

. bom
b. 
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c
-
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d
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ssh
ip

-
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o
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