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American snggestions
that a faulty North Viel-
namese missile may have
caused the destruction of
the French general dele-
gation in Hunoi Wednes-
day brought a wave of in-
@ignation yesterday
among diplomats and- in
authoritative cireles.

“If people had not been
killed and injured in this
tragic affair, this would be
laughable,”” one senior
North Vietnam official told
this correspondent.

After reading reports of
the statements made by the
United States command in
Saigon and Defense Secre-
tary Melvin Laird in Wash-

zingmn. diplomats and North
tVietnamese officials pointed
out that ope or even two an-
tiaircraft missiles could nev-
ier have wrought such exten-
sive damage fto ‘the wein-
F:)rced concrete ‘bailding
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This photo from Hanoi was identified as showing the rubble of the French diplomatic building

worked under tloodugns
clear the handreds ol tons of
rubble nn the general dele-
gdlion sile.

CONCRETE-

At about 3 a.m., workers
had o call for an even big-
ger crane, because the ones
they were using were insuf-
ficient to lift the huge blocks

i of reinforced concrete, some

of them weighing more than
one ton.

« Several other bombs fell
‘mear the French mission
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