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Route 12 ~ (1d Recelver Ad.
Frederick, Md., 21701

Auguat 31, 1976

Mr. Abby Mann
Meadowgate Road

Dear Mr. Manng

I have been informed that you have completed a documentary on the JFK
assassination and are preparing anothsr on the King assasssination, in
association with Mark Lane, Don Freed and others.

There 1s a popular wythology, popular smong plaglarists and other
kindas of literary thlaves, that once nonfletion 1s publizhod it be-
comos their property. Thb has, in fact, become the practies of the
glib ones to whom original, honest work is foreign and self-promotion
is an ond unto itself., Vith repstition these sleck and amoral people
come to believe they actually did the work they stesl. They also
come o Delieve themselves resal experts when they are not, except in
thoir zelf-promotions.

Obviously, wntil it 1s out I havs no way of knowing the content of
your film, as I also have no way of knowinz what you will ineclude in
that on the King assessination. I do know that it is sometimes neces-
sery to Ceal on a basis of trust, espeelally If one comes to belleve
these self-promotions without knowing whether or not there 1z a fao-
tual basis for them. I can alsc assume you felt you had resmn to
impart trust.

However, what troubleos me about a limitless willingness to susume only
good faith on your part and that, if there is dishonesty in yowr yho-
duction, it 1s all innosent is a simple fact: It is not possible to
consult any ctandard research sourocs or any good librery without know=-
ing that, beginmning with the very first book on the -“arren Commiesion,
I have publizhed more than anyone slse on this subjeoct and have filed
more Freedom of Information roguests and lawsults en it then one
else if not all others combined. Yet you have not been in touch with
e .

Whatever your impression of them may be or whatever you mey have been
told sabout them by themsslves and others, from personal experience
you are dealing with a long-time crook snd a would-be crook if he has
not succeeded with others, plus an odd bag hanging onto them while
nibbling avey at the work of others.

My personal exparience is extensive and is abundantly supported by
svidence. I will give you two examples.

The ego-sick lane, who has come %o believe he owns the subjeot of the
JFK aszazsination when from the first he has been an animated disaster
in 1% eaxgept to Mm=elf, has stolen my vork when he could have dupli-
cated it had he not alsc been lazy. Then, unable to admit to hims=elf
that others have done what he was unable to do, he actually invented
fake footnotes to nonexiatent nources for it. while tis is anything
but a unique case, it is a good one because he is also a wratchedly
ungratoful man whose sickness of the head drives him to the irrational.
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Hever dreaming the kind of rascal he really is, 1 gave him a ~ashing-
vom TV show I had scheduled., Also because I belleve all responsiblo
work in the field of my interests should recelve attention, I was
responsible for his Citizen's Dissent being plugged on & widely-
syndicated book-and-author s of a friend of mina, All of this
before I read that monument to sickest narcissiem. Except as s
measure of the wman and his ethics and as one of the major assists
of that peiod to the many federal miscreants, this is of no rsal
consequence. with considerable misrepresentation - and on my ewn
show and to my face - Mark represented my work as his own. That,
after I had read his apotheosis of perasonsl dishonssty in Citlzen's
Dissent, was & bit toc much. So I let him have it, then and there,
on the air. He weaseled and pled a "printer"s error”. On the time
out for a commercial, he said he would punch my nose after the show,
Dezpite the difference in our ages, I invited him not to wait. I
i have the studio tape. And my undamaged nose,

Lane said thet this "printer's eorror” would bs corrected ln subse-
quent prints, I have the reprint and because it was not a printer's
error but was Lane in his natural crookedness it was not "corrected.”
To correct that book iz to Junk it.

This and badmouthing ms hs travels ars the real Lans.

5 The last tims I receivsed a report that he had threatencd to sue ms
when I was truthful in response to questions about him, I wrots him
g cortifisd letter in which I said thét if what was reported was not
enough baeis for suit then he sould use what I then wrote. And LIf
that ware not enough, I'd zive him more, He has not responded.

It will be his most desperate moment if he ever does. This is tragic
because hs is able. Aluays on the right side on questions of prinsi-
ple, never unselfishly end frequently without personal principlas.

I have done the only book not in accord with the officisl mythologly
on the King assassination. Freed dickerad with ms over a long pariod
of time in whoh he held ple in the sky until I asked for specifics.
Then I got glittering gensralities untlil he had to put scmathing on
paper. In sny formulation - and I have them all - 1t is moaninglens
and there is no response to my request for meaningful assurances.

Therealter Froed, also using others, began to try to duplicate whah
he ocould not steal by contract.

I think you oan understand with sach of us on & different coast I do
have resords. I also have a ssries of reports from dependable people
of these efforts to steal. Some people associated with Freed on this
are pretty far-out. I am not unfemilisr with either their records or

" their writings, some of it pretty reprehensible.

5 Because of a recant quite literal stealing I heve had to wake in-

= quiries about what protections end remedies may be available. I have
in this way lesrned that plagisrism is not the only aotionable offense.

Perhaps you have committed no offense. The prior records of such
pro jects and of your reported assoclates do not encourage faith in
the probability. And you are not an expert on either sub ject, as re-
markably few are. S0 Yyou also may have no way of knowing.
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However, because your film has not yet been lssued, I suzggest the
course of cauthon and fairness - to you, your backdrs, your insurers
and others of whom I am one - requires that you asaure yourself while
there remains time. One meeans bs by sending me a copy of the secript
or a tape of the sound-track. If you want further Judgments, thare
are two sellege professors I can recommend, men who are affiliated
with no group. I would also strongly recommend a brilliant young law
student who has written his own excellsnt book and 1s ons of ths few
authentic experts, as distinguished from the synthetics crested by
their own self-promotions.

On the King assassination, I have a new work largely completed. The
damage to me from the unsuthorized use of any of my work will not,
therefore, be limigod to what can be done to wy earller work.

I am aware of ths oll that has poursd over and masked soms of these
forked tonguess. There iz nothing further I can now do, particularly
from so groat a distance. I do tell you that the last time I made

a joint appearance with Mark hils llos werse so outragoous I had to
ask him why he liee and pretends knowlodge he does not have, why he
fabricates whan the truth would make his point much batter. The not
reault of what he does serves the Departmenta of Disinformatio.

If it 1is outside your sxperience, thon I tell you the spookeries all
do this kind of thing. fxecutive Actl iz eribbed from one such
preduct,; certainly from counterpart of the CIA, SDECE,
posaibly also from the CIA., Thass kinds of axcesses do not serve
prineiple, do not inform poople but mislead thom snd do destroy ell
eredibility. Those without concern for aredibility are without
concarn for thess consequences of what they do.

T have hsard otherwise of you, that you do have sincore conssrne.
T hope time and events prove this to be true.

Sinceroly,

Harcold ¥Yelsbarg



