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e
p
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—
A

 rift is 
.-developing betw

een nationalist sup-
p

o
rte

rs o
f th

e
 m

a
in

stre
a

m
 o

f th
e
 

P
a
le

stin
e
 L

ib
e
ra

tio
n
 O

rg
a
n
iza

tio
n
 

a
n
d
 Isla

m
ic fu

n
d
a
m

e
n
ta

lists in
 th

e
 

occupied W
est B

ank and G
aza S

trip 
'over proposals to recognize and ne-
,g

o
tia

te
 w

ith
 Isra

e
l in

 a
n
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 
w

in
 a

n
 in

d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t P

a
le

stin
ia

n
 

S
tate in the territories. 
A

 d
o
cu

m
e
n
t issu

e
d
 tw

o
 w

e
e
ks 

a
g
o
 b

y
 th

e
 Is

la
m

ic
 R

e
s
is

ta
n
c
e
 

M
o
ve

m
e
n
t, a

 n
e
w

 a
n
d
 in

flu
e
n
tia

l 
underground fundam

entalist group 
th

a
t is a

ttra
ctin

g
 P

a
le

stin
ia

n
 su

p
-

, p
o
rt, w

a
rn

s a
g
a
in

st su
ch

 co
lle

ts-
'5ions, rejects a

n
y
 concept resulting 

in tw
o states and says the only so-

lution is to w
age a jihad—

an Islam
ic 

holy struggle—
against Israel. 

'T
h
e
 Isla

m
ic R

e
sista

n
ce

 M
o
ve

-
m

ent considers the land of P
alestine 

to
 b

e
 a

n
 Isla

m
ic tru

st fo
r a

ll g
e
n
e
r-

ations of M
oslem

s. It cannot be giv-
e
n
 u

p
 in

 p
a
rt o

r ce
d
e
d
; n

o
 o

n
e
 h

a
s 

th
is rig

h
t,' sta

te
s th

e
 4

0
-p

a
g
e
 d

o
c-

u
m

e
n
t, w

h
ich

 th
e
 g

ro
u
p
 d

e
scrib

e
d
 

a
s its "co

ve
n
a
n
t' a

n
d
 w

h
ich

 it h
a
s 

b
e
e
n
 c

irc
u
la

tin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e
 

W
e
st B

a
n
k re

ce
n
tly, • 

"T
h
e
 o

n
ly so

lu
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 P

a
le

s-
tin

ia
n
 p

ro
b
le

m
 is b

y jih
a
d
. A

ll in
i-

tiatives, conferences and proposals 
are a w

aste of tim
e," it said. 

P
a
le

stin
ia

n
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n
a
lysts sa

y su
ch

 
rh

e
to

ric, co
m

in
g
 a

s m
o
d
e
ra

te
 P

L
O

 
su

p
p
o
rte

rs w
e
ig

h
 w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 o

r-
ganization should declare a govern-
m

e
n
t in

 e
xile

 a
n
d
 ta

ke
 ste

p
s to

 e
x-

p
licitly re

co
g
n
ize

 Isra
e
l's e

xiste
n
ce

 
in

 a
n
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 w
in

 in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l 

su
p
p
o
rt a

n
d
 in

itia
te

 p
e
a
ce

 ta
lks, is  

m
eant as a w

arning not to m
ake any 

concessions. 
T

h
e
 d

o
cu

m
e
n
t, co

u
p
le

d
 w

ith
 d

e
-

n
u
n
cia

tio
n
s o

f p
o
ssib

le
 n

e
w

 p
e
a
ce

 
m

o
ve

s b
y P

a
le

stin
ia

n
 le

ftists a
n

d
 

p
ro

-S
yria

n
 g

u
e
rrilla

 g
ro

u
p
s, in

d
i-

cates that the P
LO

 m
oderates once 

again appear isolated. 
P

alestinian unity has been one of 
th

e
 m

a
in

 fe
a
tu

re
s
 o

f th
e
 n

in
e
-

m
o
n
th

-o
ld

 u
p
risin

g
 in

 th
e
 o

ccu
p
ie

d
 

te
rrito

rie
s
, a

 w
a
v
e
 o

f u
n
re

s
t a

n
d
 

vio
le

n
ce

 in
 w

h
ich

 th
e
 d

e
a
th

 to
ll h

a
s 

n
o
w

 re
a
ch

e
d
 2

5
0
 A

ra
b
s a

n
d
 th

re
e
 

Isra
e
lis. 

N
a
tio

n
a
list a

n
d
 fu

n
d
a
m

e
n
ta

list 
groups retain strong differences, the 
m

ost im
portant of w

hich is the P
LO

's 
adherence to the goal of a dem

ocrat-
ic

 s
e
c
u
la

r s
ta

te
 fo

r P
a
le

s
tin

ia
n
s
 

against the fundam
entalist call for an 

Isla
m

ic re
p

u
b

lic. F
o

r th
e

 m
o

st p
a

rt, 
how

ever, they w
ere subm

erged dur- 

ing the early m
onths of the violence. 

B
u
t la

te
ly sh

a
rp

 d
iffe

re
n
ce

s h
a
ve

 
reem

erged betw
een som

e of the fun-
dam

entalists and F
atah. T

he Islam
ic 

R
e
sista

n
ce

 M
o
ve

m
e
n
t, kn

o
w

n
 in

 
A

rabic as H
arm

s, or "Z
eal,' first as-

serted its authority in G
aza, w

here it 
organized day-long general strikes in 
its ow

n nam
e and w

ithout F
atah sup-

P
ort- 
T

w
o
 w

e
e
ks a

g
o
 H

a
m

a
s fo

r th
e
 

first tim
e
 d

id
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 th

in
g
 in

 th
e
 

W
e
st B

a
n
k, ca

llin
g
 fo

r a
n
d
 e

n
fo

rc-
in

g
 a

 g
e
n
e
ra

l strike
 th

e
re

 to
 m

a
rk 

th
e
 1

9
th

 a
n
n
ive

rsa
ry o

f a fa
ile

d
 a

t-
te

m
p
t b

y a
 d

e
ra

n
g
e
d
 A

u
stra

lia
n
 

tourist to torch the A
l A

qsa m
osque 

on Jerusalem
's T

em
ple M

ount. T
he 

strike
 ca

ll w
a
s la

rg
e
ly h

e
e
d
e
d
, b

u
t 

n
o
t w

ith
o
u
t frictio

n
 a

n
d
 fia

t fig
h
ts 

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 P

L
O

 a
n
d
 H

a
m

a
, su

p
p
o
rt-

ers w
ere reported in R

am
allah. 

P
LO

 supporters in the W
est B

ank  

say llam
as' influence there rem

ains 
lim

ite
d
. "T

h
e
y ca

n
 ca

ll a
 o

n
e
-d

a
y 

strike
, b

u
t th

e
 P

L
O

 is th
e
re

 d
a
y 

after day doing the basic w
ork," said 

o
n
e
 a

ctivist. N
o
n
e
th

e
le

ss, so
m

e
 

P
L
O

 su
p
p
o
rte

rs h
a
ve

 e
xp

re
sse

d
 

fe
a
r th

a
t th

e
 n

e
w

 co
ve

n
a
n
t in

d
i-

ca
te

s m
o
re

 h
o
stilitie

s w
ith

 lla
m

a
s 

are inevitable. 
'W

e
 n

e
e
d
 m

a
xim

u
m

 u
n
ity rig

h
t 

n
o
w

 a
n
d
 th

is kin
d
 o

f th
in

g
 ca

n
 o

n
ly 

h
u
rt u

s,' sa
id

 a
 P

a
le

stin
ia

n
 clo

se
ly 

identified w
ith F

atah. 
llam

as is the underground w
ing of 

th
e
 M

o
sle

m
 B

ro
th

e
rh

o
o
d
, a

 tra
d
i-

tio
n
a
l Isla

m
ic m

o
ve

m
e
n
t th

a
t h

a
s 

operated legally in the G
aza S

trip for 
m

ere than a decade w
ith Israeli ac-

quiescence. Israeli officials decided 
at the tim

e that a strong fundam
en-

talist presence w
ould serve as a con-

se
rva

tive
 co

u
n
te

rw
e
ig

h
t to

 P
L
O

 in
-

fluence in the area. T
hat appeared to  

b
e
 th

e
 ca

se
 fo

r m
a
n
y ye

a
rs, b

u
t in

 
re

ce
n
t ye

a
rs fu

n
d
a
m

e
n
ta

lists in
flu

-
e
n
ce

d
 b

y A
ya

to
lla

h
 R

u
h
o
lla

h
 K

h
o
-

m
eini's success in Iran have becom

e 
in

cre
a
sin

g
ly a

ctive
 in

 p
o
litics a

n
d
 

fo
rg

e
d
 p

ra
ctica

l a
llia

n
ce

s w
ith

 th
e
ir 

one-tim
e nationalist rivals.- 

N
o
w

 th
e
 riva

lry m
a
y b

e
 re

tu
rn

in
g
. 

O
n
e
 o

f th
e
 G

a
za

 S
trip

's b
e
st kn

o
w

n
 

fundam
entalists, A

hm
ed Y

assin, spir-
itu

a
l le

a
d
e
r o

f th
e
 M

o
sle

m
 B

ro
th

e
r-

hood, had in the past year refused, to 
d

ire
ctly criticize

 th
e

 P
L

O
 in

 in
te

r-
vie

w
s. B

u
t la

st w
e
e
k h

e
 re

p
o
rte

d
ly 

took a m
ore aggressive stance. 

"T
h
e
 P

L
O

 is a
cce

p
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g
 n

o
w

 w
h
a
t 

it u
se

d
 to

 re
je

ct,' h
e
 to

ld
 R

e
u
te

r. "I 
te

ll yo
u
 _

th
e
y a

re
 b

o
w

in
g
 to

 tarsal 
rig

h
t no

w
. T

h
e
 
	P

L
O

 is in
 a

 -w
e
a
k 

situ
a
tio

n
. Ju

st a
s its .m

ilita
ry-w

ie
g
 

w
a
s cu

t o
ff in
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e
b
a
n
o
n
, its .p0fialsal 

w
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g
 w

ill b
e
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u
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s
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e
ll, .T

h
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O

 w
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9
n
-

c
e
s
s
io

n
s
 u

n
d
e
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m
m

e
n
e
ls-

ra
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