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A pair of ment 'ul'umns by Roy
{  Medchumi and & Tetter to the editor by
i !hroltl wmnerg .(noted for his
{. "Whitewash”” books.on the Kennedy
‘huudmﬂnn) hive ‘prompted me to
write to' you, The ¢olumns and letter
" have a . number :of
llahltlblo points, ' :
Mr.. Meachum wrote that ' “This
emmtnr implictly d’nm the existence of
the only organization recognized by the
‘Filuunhn people themselves. Like
‘or mot:, Yasser Arafat s the
ate volce of his people.” First,

| some, not all, Palestinians recognize the
{PLO, Others are residents of Arab
countries and have no dealings with the
PLO. I have seen Arab Palestinians on
'mw" the PLO and wish it never

Second, Yasser Arafat is chairman
(as Mr. Meachum notes elsewhere) of a
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head of an organization within the PLO.
| There are other organizations within the
PLO and Arafat heads the chairmanship
i body. He is' elected, and not unani-
{ mously, by the other chairmen. There-
| fore, Yasser: Arafat is the legitimate
j volcé of some organizations which
i represent some Palestinians.
§ It would be impossible to recognize
ithe PLO as if it were a government.
requirements? Its national
hulmyli Its national airline, national
Iunkln; system, its sports federation?
melthuve 8 postal system, any sub-
i system, and so on?,tg:. and despite all
‘dnyone ‘can’ 8 PLO is not a
i u‘ﬂiiial.— .’:’n bk
1 Why Meéachum udethmlpelk

What is its curréncy and the exchange
rlf.e? . Its ‘methods ‘of elections?. Its
| divisions . (sta provinces, towns,

'etc,). a passport office, an educational

oﬂhe

llllu‘alﬂng and .

*ilm n\u the U.S. and other countries

1 , 1 {ail to understand. .
Soiuo em. hich do so do it only to
" eurry favor with others like themselves

andtheAnlu and also, I suspect, as a
¢ slgn of -ntl-Samlthm and anti-
Américanism. Mr. Meachum seems: to
feel that as the U.S. negotiated with
: North Vietnam and North Korea, nego-
\tiltlng with the PLO is allowed. I would

beést in ﬂla pnperl is their interest in and evils directed toward the Jews T did

collection of organizations; Arafat is-

| were swept up

U.S. has prevedted Pal

ol l!ecelver Road, Frederick '~

;_ Anothé'r vnew on Meochum Weusberg

reniind him that" many Americm were
very upset when the U.S, dealt with
those two commuiist countries and I’d P
insist that they do not form a valid basis " -
for comparison. =
Finally; 1 “should' ‘hote, ‘Ir Mr.
Weisberg - amphud:u*«mmihs, the. -

groups, supported by . otlm' tah'uﬂ.lt to woﬂen‘

@ luadbnunvmmtllplecu
om ' thie’ HL e ;etcuxmuwnm

e that " Istdel, |
dftacks; has taken lan
arid-in-thé end, exai

Commist.”As wih Nort VIS, - Song ot ol 1 them 1 s sy 1
T ' n v m e May
North Eorea, Libya and mm. the U.8. N. d“im create Israel will m
should have no dealings if possible with:"! J ; forgotten uh:ny by many Arabs. .
pewtal avil people m‘lu!gv:l?mﬁtﬁ ‘:’E. not :n&i:r t what was to be mad
can vely a o WarT:
Clntaets Wit the PLO" Nit on hewsting i ael ber Waeld Whv': Ticael is
grounds, and so be firmly committed to ' deliberate Israell policy to “‘creat
Lo Ay o URFLO. b - o 818 4" I bngBoise
supports the right of a people to self:/ ;otmirary b the US. policy. e
determination, ‘and . adds ‘‘while 1‘ /The French have a saying which cd
e g d"“lf "-“T;h:*i;:t!mgﬂmﬁf * be su&my ‘modified o “The Israelis i
alestinian people." That last re “'like wounded animals — ‘when attacke
flat challenge — I-want detafls when thegm Hight back.” Who can forget th
0:}“1“’ rom’ greal- Isrgeli rescue at Entebbe? .
voting, from filing a slate of candidates,:”. marveloins moment for Israel. But wh:
TS gty e tio'iﬂf' mlﬂﬂlm €. of the destruction of the Iragi atom
wast wien wh::'e wg‘whﬂ and wl‘ayF ‘ﬁ%mw:::h{:t o wrt'lih “ tllm
(the official reasons given by officlal  jraqis who 'm,m fmil:ét ind ?;eau:
U.S. representatives, not Mr, ",n“ i
Meachum’s viewpoint). Then 1 will.:\, It hay heensaid that whiske theré ar
listen to Mr, Meachum’s commentary ' “ti'vo Jews, there are threeoblnlonl Thi
of the U.S. actions taken to enforce & ‘‘jygtrates 'the. ‘lrgumentlvencu :
denial of the right to vote by the Palal- of h
tinlan le. baopla in fact, oW W
T mmmh-mt many Arab coun. ChuROt always dzellna what should b
tries refuse Palesﬂnlﬁ citizenshi "~ and how to go about it. 1am pleased th
e relan st 1o ‘e Ty e X
those born of elltilmfeluupar:m tihe o poop . h' b
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many Palestinians and Iranian exiles, >
Iraqi exiles, and so on. Palestinians who . - Wyngnte Dr., Fredeflcl
have adapted U.S. citizenship, French ' s
citizenship, Israeli citizenship, ete. vote
as Americans, Frenchmen, Israelis,
ete., of course,
Before I spend all my time agalnlt
Mr. Meachum, let me point out an lru
where 1 generally side with him‘ ; beg
against Mr. Weisberg. M
strongly objects to this uote b
Meachum: “‘Since’ World War II tn&
United States has opposed any
retaining territory gained:by m hry
conquest — except | those lands w?& ¥
by the Iérdélls in"'the 1967 war."” Mr,
Welsberg mnu- “Forget thit no d:
that the small
Involved 'l‘re bot.h.

of - wrrlt.orr ;
tory

was p
Warl.

Mr, Wehi:erg'l teply. has sevaral
problems. The first is that at least one
area, the Golan H%ﬁu was Syrian:-
clear as fan ame ell. -
Eunetra on the Golan was destroyed by
fheTsraelis, The reasons, from the -
Israeli point of view was clear — the
heights were used by Syrians to inces-
santly shell Israeli Kibbutz below. The -
second problem is that the south of
Lebanon is another area, where many
suspect that the Israeli will never leave; . _



