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Vatican. 
Of course things didn't work out that way. 
The imbroglio grew, fueled by hurt feelings 

that the cardinal went ahead with his plans to 
hold conversations with Jordan's King Hussein 
and that nathin's minister for religion. As Israel. 
Jordan enjoys no official recognition from the 
Vatican, but It occupies no disputed territory; 
most of all, the king's palace is not in Jerusalem, 
which the Curia wants internationalized, allo-
cating major religious shrines to the charge of 
various religions, including Islam. 

To his credit. John Cardinal O'Connor made 
the best of an impossible situation; he visited 
and listened to Israeli officials In Jerusalem, but 
in their homes not their offices_ To no one's 
astonishment, Prime Minister Shamir refused to 
receive the cardinal, but President Chaim 
Herzog and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
graciously participated in the compromise. 

Unfortunately for his sponsors, after making 
his permissable calls, New York's archbishop 
did not recant on his call for a Palestinian 
homeland. In the same breath he repeated, for 
the umpteenth time, his admonition that Israel 
should not be held solely to blame for the Pales-
tinians' plight. 

O'Connor paid his respects in all the right 
places, including the Wailing Wall and the 
Holocaust Museum; from all reports his conduct 
was exemplary and not lacking in grace. At one 
point, before the Wall, he entreated a rabbi for 
his blessing and received the response: "Let us 
bless one another." 

He picked up his auxiliary bishop in Rome, 
where he also set forth proposals for what he 
hoped to become a Vatican-sponsored initiative 
for Middle East peace. Before leaving for New 
York, be announced he was encouraged by the 
Vatican response to his suggestions. 

Meanwhile, the criticisms at home died out, 
O'Connor had apparently muted the sting to hurt 
feelings, even though his position on the Pales-
tinians had not changed. According to his pub-
lished remakes, he looked forward to "report-
ing" to his Jewish friends. He left Rome with 
what appeared to be "justifiable" self-
satisfaction. 

On landing at Kennedy, New York's arch. 
bishop discovered that, while he was in the air, 
the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish 

Organizations, a principal sponsor of his trip to 
Israel, had issued a statement to the media. The 
cardinal still had not received a copy when he 
held a press conference following a St. Patrick's 
mass the following day. He obviously resented 
the lack of courtesy when he talked to reporters. 

"(The statement) amounts to a unilateral 
censure," O'Connor said, "which I do not ap-
preciate and which makes it more difficult for 
me to move farther toward peace." He also 
added: "I have never been so pilloried." 

Immediately after the cardinal's reaction was 
known, the organizations backed off. "We did 
not censure the cardinal," a spokesman said. 
"Cardinal O'Connor is a friend, a powerful voice 
against anti-Semitism." 

The matter of course did not end there. There 
have been major editorials this week. Friends of 
Israel want to shift the blame for the unfortunate 
affair on the Vatican, but that appeal comes too 
late. as I said. 

Certainly in time amiable relations will be 
renewed between the prelate and the Jewish 
community: they need each other too much to 
remain estanged for long. Placating the cardi-
nal will not undo the damage; I make the 
statement with the certain knowledge that some 
American Jews will not want to see the fact 
stated in print. 

Modern antiSemitism does not come from the 
top, not in this country. Laws and the media's 
watchdogs prevent its existence as official or 
corporate policy. It still festers and feeds on 
ignorance and resentment. Its principal source 
of sustenance these days is the myopia of 
American Jews, who are blind to everything, it 
seems, In their zeal to protect Israel. They make 
enemies out of friends, in their zeal. 

The real tragedy lies in the reality that Israel 
takes care of itself and its interests very well. 
and with no need for outside guardians. 
Perhaps, Israelis take care of themselves too 
well. They have lost their status as underdogs, in 
the world's eyes. 

No one can seriously believe the government 
in Jerusalem will suffer in the present White 
House scandal; they are professionals who, in 
fact, resent amateur bumblers. Israel officially 
distanced itself from any criticism aimed at 
Cardinal O'Connor. 


