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David Herman knows little history; but in 
1973, he became part of history when he hurried 
back to Israel, at his own expense, to join his 
reserve parachute infantry regiment. 

In the Tom Kippur, or October, War, 
Herman's unit formed the spearhead for the 
counterattack across the Suez Canal. His .last 
days as a soldier went to sweeping Egyptian 
villages. 

Eleven years later Herman was an expatri-
ate; we edited documentaries together. During 
late and long hours spent locked up in a small 
room, I came to know the former Israeli 
paratrooper well. He learned his film and TV 
craft at home, and expanded his professional 
knowledge by work with the BBC and other 
European companies. Always he had returned; 
but no more, except to visit his aging father. 

• "The (bleeping) country lost its (bleeping) 
moral base," he said. He talked of other young 
Israelis moving out. "The government tries to 
cover up," he said, indicating there was no way 
to count the new exodus. 

David Herman had no kind words for 
present Israeli leaders, but reserved a special 
bitterness for his former commander, Ariel 
Sharon. "The man is a (bleeping) Nazi," he 
said. 

My sometime colleague comes to mind these 
days as I read the nation's newspapers. On the 
New York Times, the Baltimore Sun and Wash- 

ington Post front pages this week were stories 
about the beating deaths of captured Pales-
tinians, allegedly at the hands of the Shin Bet, 
Israel's security police. 

The incident itself is not questioned; it hap-
pened in 1984, when the two Arabs were pulled 
from a hijacked bus in the Gaza Strip. It to 
two years for their brutal deaths to make the 
headlines, because Israel's government ordered 
a cover up. Yitshak Shamir was prime ministe 
at the time; he is due to take over the govern. 
ment again this October in a deal worked out to 
form the coalition that presently rules Israel. 

Monday this week, in a vote that strictly 
followed party lines, in a Jerusalem closed doors 
session, the cabinet voted to continue the Shamir 
cover up, by denying a judicial inquiry into the 
beating deaths. At that level, politicians could be 
questioned on their role in the incident. 

Instead, the matter will be handled as a 
police investigation, limited to specific details. 
However, there was already an acknowledgment 
of official guilt when the Shin Bet's chief re-
ceived an extraordinary presidential pardon for 
the deaths. 

The beatings receive a rationalization in this 
country, as well as Israel, on the basis that 
sometimes security needs rise above the law. 
This dialectical exercise makes no sense when 
preached by South Africa. Can it be accepte 
from a nation whose right to existence derives 
from its adherence to the Mosaic tradition? 



Israel 's m
o

rality?
 

T
here has been no questioning in this colum

n 
o
f th

e v
ario

u
s acts o

f esp
io

n
ag

e ag
ain

st th
e 

U
nited S

tates. Israel has a right to see to its ow
n 

d
efen

se. In
 o

u
r in

tern
atio

n
al clim

ate, frien
d
s 

spy on each other. T
he U

.S
. intelligence estab-

lish
m

en
t m

u
st p

u
t its h

o
u
se in

 o
rd

er. P
erh

ap
s 

th
e Israelis d

o
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 a fav

o
r w

h
en

 th
ey

 
show

 how
 easy it is to circum

vent our law
s. 

In none of the reported espionage cases w
as 

a threat to hum
an life directly involved; and that 

m
akes a big difference. E

ven the alleged theft of 
w

eapons technology is rendered bloodless by the 
k
n
o
w

led
g
e th

at o
th

er arm
s an

d
 b

o
m

b
s ex

ist. 
T

h
ere arises n

o
 lack

 o
f m

ean
s to

 k
ill in

 th
e 

M
iddle E

ast, including Israel. 
A

m
n
esty

 In
tern

atio
n
al h

as d
o
cu

m
en

ted
 

n
u
m

ero
u
s cases o

f .P
alestin

ian
s to

rtu
red

.  an
d
 

k
illed

 u
n
d
er circu

m
stan

ces th
at p

o
in

t to
w

ard
 

Israelis; in
 n

o
 in

stan
ce I k

n
o
w

 h
as an

y
 o

u
tsid

e 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 b

een
 ab

le to
 p

in
 th

e b
lam

e fo
r 

m
istreatm

ent of A
rab prisoners directly on the 

T
el A

viv governm
ent. 

H
ere w

as th
e o

p
en

in
g
 th

at p
erm

itted
 self-

designated "friends of Israel" to offer a scathing 
d
e
fe

n
se

: a
fte

r a
ll, p

o
lic

e
 b

ru
ta

lity
 c

a
n
 b

e
 

ch
arg

ed
 ag

ain
st m

an
y
 n

atio
n
s, In

clu
d
in

g
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates. O

f co
u
rse, th

at arg
u
m

en
t h

as 
n
o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 m

o
rality

; it d
eriv

es fro
m

 
pragm

atic need. 

1)
 

I question such "friends" w
hen it com

es to a 
concern for the long term

 survival of the Jew
ish 

state; th
ey

 alig
n
 th

em
selv

es w
ith

 th
e v

ery
 ele- 

m
en

ts rejected
 b

y
 Israel's fo

u
n
d
ers, esp

ecially
 

D
avid ben-G

urion. 
S

ince its self-w
rought birth, the danger has 

alw
ays been that Israel w

ould lose its capabili 
to call on outside support. Its survival cannot be 
g
u
aran

teed
 b

y
 its arm

y
 alo

n
e: its n

u
m

b
ers are 

to
o
 few

. T
h
e fear ex

ists th
at, at so

m
e p

o
in

t in
 

tim
e, Israelis w

ill h
av

e to
 face th

eir .en
em

ies 
alone. 

T
h
is fear p

ro
d
u
ces th

e seem
in

g
 p

aran
o
ia 

that dom
inates m

uch of the nation's policies and 
actio

n
s; it g

rip
s Israel's su

p
p
o
rters to

 su
ch

 a 
d
eg

ree th
at th

ey
 o

v
erreact to

 an
y
 criticism

. 
P

articu
larly

 in
 th

is co
u
n
try

, In
 th

e n
am

e o
f th

e 
Jew

ish dem
ocracy, fanatics seek to squelch the 

ex
ercise o

f d
em

o
cratic p

ro
cesses, esp

ecially ...I  
tree speech. 

A
m

erica's m
edia learned long ago —

 as far 
b
ack

 as th
e 1

9
6
7
 Ju

n
e W

ar to
 m

y
 p

erso
n
al 

k
n
o
w

led
g
e —

 th
at an

y
 attem

p
t at b

alan
ced

 
rep

o
rtin

g
 o

n
 th

e M
id

d
le E

ast b
rin

g
s v

itrio
lic 

alleg
atio

n
s o

f "an
ti-sem

itism
." T

h
e resu

ltan
t 

suppression can create enem
ies out of allies. 

N
o form

 of censorship can survive for very 
long, not in this free society. B

ut w
hile lcexer-

cises  its tyranny, then it encourages acts v,Tw
Z

E
 

T
rellem

seives antithetical to Israel's reason for 
existence. T

he current scandal over the beating 
deaths is not a com

pletely isolated exam
ple. 

In
 its an

n
u
al rep

o
rt o

n
 terro

rism
 in

 th
e 

U
nited S

tates, the F
B

I lists seven incidents last  

year; it attributes m
ore than half (4

) to w
hat the 

rep
o
rt calls "Jew

ish
 ex

trem
ists." T

h
e o

n
ly

 
A

m
erican

 d
eath

s (2
) in

 A
m

erica th
at resu

lted
 

from
 terrorist action cam

e from
 bom

bs planted 
by "Jew

ish extrem
ists," according to the F

B
I. 

If the report's findings com
e as a surprise, 

th
en

 b
lam

e th
e m

ed
ia; b

y
 cav

in
g
 in

 to
 rad

ical 
voices, they abrogate their responsibility. 

A
m

ericans w
ho practice Judaism

 cannot be 
held responsible; except for their silence, m

ost 
Jew

s p
lay

 n
o
 ro

le a
ill'E

M
 th

e
 ifflig

k
p
h
e
re

 
w

hich perm
its radicals and extrem

ists freedom
 

to com
m

it their crim
es. 

I can
n
o
t ag

ree w
ith

 th
e fo

rm
er Israeli 

p
a
ra

tro
o
p
e
r; I sim

p
ly

 c
a
n
n
o
t a

c
c
e
p
t th

e
 

apparent loss of m
orality as fact. O

ur C
hristian 

dom
inated society draw

s its root strength from
 

th
e p

rin
cip

les o
f Ju

d
aism

; n
o
th

in
g
 in

 C
h
rist's 

teachings contradicted M
osaic law

. 

I th
in

k
 D

av
id

 H
erm

an
 lo

o
k
ed

 in
to

 am
o
ral 

and im
m

oral acts com
m

itted by political leaders 
and m

istook those m
en's hum

an failings for the 
state of his nation. I believe Israel and its friends 
are going through a crisis —

 only tem
porary, I 

hope. M
uch w

ill depend on how
 the Israeli police 

]
 

handle their investigation of the beating deaths 
and m

aybe m
ore im

portant., how
 the A

m
erican 

Jew
ish

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

 m
o
v
es to

 ex
p
el fro

m
 its 

m
idst those extrem

ists w
ho introduced M

iddle 
E

ast terrorism
 onto A

m
erican soil. 


