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H
e is en

titled
 to

 fav
o

r B
o

rk
 fo

r th
e S

u
p

rem
e 

C
o

u
rt an

d
 to

 eu
lo

g
ize h

im
 an

d
 R

eag
an

, b
u

t 
M

eachum
 is not entitled, even in a colum

n, to 
m

isrep
resen

t. B
u
t m

isrep
resen

t h
e d

o
es, fro

m
 

the outset w
here he prates the im
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 C
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 p
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e b
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S
pecter, the R

epublican; and S
enators H

ow
ell 

H
eflin and D

ennis D
eC

oncini, D
em

ocrats, the 
other m

em
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o, save for 
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o
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e d
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ree o

th
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rs, all so

u
th
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 co
n

serv
ativ

e co
n

stitu
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cies, also
 

then said they w
ill oppose B

ork's nom
ination. 

C
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ith all the exceptional attention to 
an
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n
tro

v
ersy

 ab
o
u
t th

e B
o
rk

 h
earin

g
s an

d
 

nom
ination it could be possible for any senator to 
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 p
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t d
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votes w
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e m
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 p
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 D
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 b
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t b
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refers only to blacks and, specifically, not to 
women. Bork swore that he didn't see any 
meaning in the Ninth Amendment. It reads, in 
full, "The enumeration in the Constitution of 
certain rights shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people." 

To those who do not want to rewrite the 
Constitution, as Bork has been trying to do most 
of his adult life, the meaning is clear: the people 
have rights that are not listed in the Constitution 
and they are not to be denied or slighted in any 
way. 

Meachum's misrepresentation of Reagan's 
purpose in nominating Bork, as usual hedged 
with Meachum's standard copout, ("can be 
viewed") is "a Republican attempt to restore a 
cora to our national political scene." 

There is no "core" American traditionalism or 
legal philosophy in Bork and what he stands for 
and has espoused. 

The real "core" is this Reaganite effort to 
pack the Supreme Court, as he has already 
packed the lower federal courts, with idealogues 
and authoritarians. It is part of the Reagan/Bork 
belief in authoritarianism, not genuine democ-
racy. Meachum and Bork view Reagan as an 
elected king, with no real Limit on executive 
power. 

If Meachum were at all familiar with Bores 
record on the Circuit Court he would know that  

this is his record, fostering authoritarianism, a 
supreme executive power. This extends even to 
his decisions in Freedom of Information litiga-
tion. 

The rest of this newest Meachum mishmash 
ranges from the venomous to the ridiculous. 
There is so much it is not possible, in few words, 
to address and deodorize all of his political 
garbage. 

The Democrats, he says, will keep their 
members under tight control and all will vote 
against Bork. If this were true there would have 
been no need for those bearings because the 
Democrats have a majority. But can it be that it 
is beyond the comprehension of the self-
portrayed ominiscient Meachum that in fact it 
has been the Republicans who have kept their 
members under tight control? 

"Ronald Reagan," Meachum proclaims, 
"provided an incandescent presence in our 
national consciousness, even to his opponents." 
Incandescent like Jesus maybe? "A bigger than 
life icon, immune from official and personal 
questioning." 

This is sick. It is untrue. It is dishonest and it 
fairly represents the "dark days" in our com-
munity coming from Meachum's propaganda 
and self-promotion. 
Harold Weisberg, who lives In Frederick, writes fre-
quently for this page 


