
H
aro

ld
 W

eisb
erg

  

M
e
a
c
h

u
m

: C
alu

m
n

ist, n
o

t a co
lu

m
n

ist 
efore going on vacation R

oy M
eachum

 
d
ev

o
ted

 th
ree co

lu
m

n
s to

 th
e m

atter -
ostensibly —

 of K
urt W

aldheim
, form

er 
h

ead
 o

f th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s an

d
 n

o
w

 
p

resid
en

t o
f A

u
stria. W

ith
 all th

at sp
ace h

e 
never once got around to telling his readers w

hat 
th

e ch
arg

es are ag
ain

st W
ald

h
eim

, w
h
at th

ey
 

are b
ased

 u
p

o
n

 o
r ev

en
 w

h
o

 m
ad

e th
em

. O
u

r 
o
w

n
 D

ep
artm

en
t o

f Ju
stice, as M

each
u
m

 also
 

found unw
orthy of m

ention, banned him
 from

 the 
U

nited S
tates. T

his w
as because of W

aldheim
's 

N
azi past. 
W

aldheim
 w

as, instead, the vehicle for m
ore of 

M
each

u
m

's an
ti•S

em
itism

 an
d

 sell-p
u

ffery
. In

 
p

reten
d
ed

 sch
o

larsh
ip

 ("m
y

 stu
d

y
 o

f th
e N

azi 
reg

im
e") h

e ex
cu

lp
ates W

ald
h
eim

, b
lam

es 
H

itler's ex
cesses o

n
 o

th
ers, w

h
ich

 ten
d

s to
 

exculpate H
itler, and he condem

ns the trials of 
A

dolph E
ichm

ann (w
hose nam

e he never once 
got straight in his consum

m
ate scholarship) and 

K
laus B

arbie. M
eachum

 pontificates that these 
trials w

ere w
ro

n
g
 an

d
 failu

res. H
e castig

ates 
w

hat he describes as "recurring T
V

 specials" as 
"b

ad
 h

isto
ry

" an
d

 u
ses th

is an
d
 m

o
re m

isrep
• 

resen
tatio

n
s an

d
 o

u
trig

h
t fab

ricatio
n
s as th

e 
basis for his persisting anti-S

em
itism

. 
A

s u
su

al, M
each

u
m

 alo
n

e is ato
p

 M
o

u
n

t 
O

ly
m

p
u
s th

u
n

d
erin

g
 aw

ay
 at all th

e y
o

k
els, 

b
u

m
p

k
in

s an
d

 o
th

er asso
rted

 ig
n

o
ram

u
ses, 

including those w
ho conducted the trials, those 

w
h
o
 p

ro
d
u
ced

 th
e T

V
 sp

ecials an
d
 th

o
se Jew

s 
w

ho do not listen to Z
eus' w

isdom
 as w

e all kneel, 
or should in his view

, at the base of O
lym

pus. 
A

lso
 as u

su
al, w

ith
 n

o
b
o
d
y
 to

 k
eep

 h
im

 
straig

h
t, M

each
u

m
 m

erely
 m

ak
es it u

p
 as h

e 
goes. T

hose T
V

 specials, w
hich he either didn't 

see o
r d

id
n

't u
n

d
erstan

d
, are "b

ad
 h

isto
ry

" an
d

 
"fail sim

p
ly

 b
ecau

se th
ey

 seek
 to

 sh
o

w
 an

ti. 
sem

itism
 as th

e reaso
n
 fo

r th
e ex

isten
ce o

f th
e 

N
azi m

ovem
ent." A

nti-S
em

itism
 is not and w

as 
never alleged to be "the reason for the existence 
of" N

azism
 and no T

V
 special 1 saw

 even sug-
gested this. 

`A
s usual, M

eachum
 

alone is atop M
ount 

O
lym

pus thundering aw
ay 

at all the yokels, bum
pkins 

and other assorted 
ignoram

uses . . 

E
ich

m
an

n
 —

 an
d
 as M

each
u
m

 n
ev

er o
n
ce 

states, he w
as second only to H

itler, G
oering and 

G
o
eb

b
els o

n
 th

e w
ar-crim

es lists —
 

w
as 

an 
overzealous bureaucrat to M

eachum
 and B

arbie 
no m

ore than a "m
inor functionary." (N

ot once 
d
o
es M

each
u
m

 m
en

tio
n
 th

at B
arb

ie's ch
arg

ed
 

c
rim

e
s w

e
re

 a
g

a
in

st Je
w

s.) T
h

is e
n

a
b

le
s 

M
eachum

 to argue that, because W
aldheim

 w
as 

only "another form
er first lieutenant in H

itler's 
service," he is innocent and the charges against 
him

 ought be ignored. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
each

u
m

's self-p
ro

claim
ed

 
"stu

d
y
 o

f th
e N

azi reg
im

e," th
e "slau

g
h
ter o

f 
storm

 trooper leaders, in the N
ight of the L

ong 
K

n
iv

e
s," w

a
s "b

e
c
a
u

se
 th

e
 b

ro
w

n
 sh

irts' 
harassm

ent of Jew
s hindered the N

azi attem
pts 

to attain respectability." 
T

h
e b

ro
w

n
 sh

irts w
ere H

itler's o
w

n
 an

d
 th

e 
purge had nothing to do w

ith anti-S
em

itism
 or 

w
ith

 H
itler's alleg

ed
 d

esire th
at Jew

s n
o

t b
e 

"h
arassed

." H
itler's p

u
rg

e w
as p

art o
f a p

o
w

er 
struggle in w

hich he elim
inated the hom

osexual 
E

rnst R
oehm

 and R
oehm

's follow
ers, including 

N
azi hom

osexuals. 
E

ichm
ann w

as not tried to "educate" people. 
H

e w
as tried

 an
d
 ex

ecu
ted

 fo
r sp

ecific crim
es 

w
hile he w

as in direct charge of H
itler's "final 

solution" —
 the holocaust. 

H
ow

 odd it is that w
ith three colum

ns of space 
M

each
u

m
 n

ev
er g

ets aro
u

n
d

 to
 statin

g
 fact o

r  

properly identifying people and w
hat they w

ere 
charged w

ith. Instead, he m
akes up w

hat seem
s 

to
 su

p
p
o
rt w

h
at h

e w
an

ts to
 say

, reg
ard

less o
f 

fact and truth. 
H

e m
ak

es u
p

 w
h

at h
e rep

resen
ts is th

e fact 
about W

aldheim
 except that, w

ithout saying that 
W

aldheim
 lied about his N

azi past and thus w
as 

able to becom
e head of the U

N
, he repeats one of 

the lies W
aldheim

 adm
itted w

as a lie: "A
t a tim

e 
th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n
y

 A
rm

y
 w

a
s d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 fo

r 
m

an
p

o
w

er" W
ald

h
eim

 w
as a stu

d
en

t an
d

 "h
is 

stu
d
en

t statu
s at w

ar's en
d
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 th

e co
v
er 

for all his later lies," M
eachum

 never says w
hat 

these lies are. 
If M

eachum
 had not intended dishonest w

rit. 
ing he could have, in m

uch less space, reported 
w

hat has been published and confirm
ed: that at 

the very tim
e his unit w

as engaged in the m
ost 

terrib
le atro

cities W
ald

h
eim

 w
as w

ith
 it, w

as 
inform

ed because of his intelligence function, 
an

d
 lied

 ab
o

u
t it to

 m
islead

 th
e w

o
rld

 in
to

 
believing that he w

as not then in Y
ugoslavia but 

w
as in school. 
I believe M

eachum
 is w

rono w
hen he says that 

all th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 relatin

g
 to

 W
ald

h
eim

 w
as 

im
m

ed
iately

 av
ailab

le to
 th

e an
ti-N

azi fo
rces, 

especially the U
S

S
R

, and that if there had been 
anything to these charges the S

oviets w
ould have 

n
ailed

 W
ald

h
eim

. T
h

e actu
ality

 is th
at th

e 
records w

ere divided, depending on w
hich arm

y 
cap

tu
red

 th
em

, an
d

 th
at it w

as p
h

y
sically

 
im

possible for all the records to be studied and 
colated carefully. O

ne result is that nothing at 
all h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 m
o
st N

azi w
ar crim

in
als. 

E
ffo

rts to
 p

lu
m

b
 th

ese cap
tu

red
 N

azi reco
rd

s 
w

ere k
ey

ed
 to

 th
e im

p
o

rtan
ce o

f th
e p

erso
n

 
w

h
o

se reco
rd

s w
ere search

ed
 fo

r. T
h

u
s th

ere 
never w

as any organized search for W
aldheim

 
records. T

hat cam
e decades later, w

hen he w
as 

running for president in A
ustria. 

Jew
ish

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
s th

at h
av

e k
ep

t at th
is 

re
se

a
rc

h
 d

e
sp

ite
 in

a
d

e
q

u
a
te

 fu
n

d
in

g
 a

n
d

 
staffin

g
 th

en
 lo

cated
 W

ald
h
eim

 reco
rd

s In
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'Also as usual, with 
nobody to keep him 

straight, Meachum merely 
makes it up as he goes.' 

Yugoslavia that had never been used. If they 
had been Waldheim would never have headed 
the UN. 

Our own government had records disclosing 
enough of Waldheim's complicity in Nazi 
atrocities and his lying about this to ban him 
from the United States. It does not require the 
anti-Semitic fabrications of a Meachum to 
exculpate Waldheim. All Waldheim need do -
and he refuses — is confront and refute the 
evidence, all of which is public, all of which he 
has. 

Meachum devotes his third column to strong 
criticism of Jews In general because the 
nonexistent Jewish "leadership," that hoary 
fabrication of traditional anti-Semitism, dared 
criticize the pope for inviting Waldheim to the 
Vatican. If Meachum did not have the preju-
dices he is able to air whenever the venom stirs 
in him, he would have known and reported that, 
in extending this invitation, the pope was making 
a statement that others have a right to object to. 
Of all the leaders in the world, there was no need 
for him to invite Waldheim just when he was 
accused of complicity in Nazi crimes. Waldheim 
could have remained one of the majority of 
world leaders who were not invited to the 
Vatican. 

Anyone who even pretends that at any time in 
Hitters life it was necessary or even possible to 
make him more anti-Semitic is either a liar or an 
ignoramus or both. To be able to exterminate 

Europe's Jews, Hitler had to control the lands in 
which they were and to establish the camps for 
slaughtering them where they would not be seen 
by those who were able to move around inside 
Hitler's territory, such as diplomats and he 
correspondents of neutral countries. Hitler 
invaded the USSR the summer of 1941 and he had 
death camps in operation that December. The 
"Night of the Long Knives" purge was more 
than five years earlier, in 1934. 

Moreover, if Meachum could make any claim 
to any real study he would have known that 
many incriminating Nazi records were 
destroyed by our army where its leadership 
believed that it was more important to destroy 
this incriminating Nazi evidence than to let it fall 
into the hands of the USSR. (I have personal 
knowledge of this from my World War U ex-
perience in OSS. U,S, Army records relating to 
this, along with countless captured Nazi and 
Italian fascist records, passed through my hands 
then, ) 

There is nothing in any study Meachum could 
have made that could establish that because the 
Yugoslav partisans captured the records of 
Waldheim's outfit the USSR had them auto-
matically. It did not happen. The well-known 
and well-publicized truth is that the Yugoslays 
themselves didn't even know what they had and 
that in this country, our government was not 
aware of all the captured Waldheim records it 
had at the National Archives. 

It is irresponsible to write and publish untruths 
about significant matters of international 
interest and controversy and it is evil to misuse 
distorted and untruthful writing to 
propagandize. When he writes about Jewish and 
related matters, Meachum is a propagandist and 
calumnist, not a columnist. 

Harold Weisberg, of Frederick. has written fre-
quently on this page about News•Post columnist Roy 
Meachum 


