
H
a

ro
ld

. W
eisb

erg
 

R
o

y M
each

u
m

: H
u

ffin
g

 an
d

 p
u

ffin
g

 

W
hen R

oy M
ea chum

 is R
oy M

eacham
, 

as in his colum
n m

istitled "M
atter of 

L
ib

el," th
e resu

lt, in
ev

itab
ly

, is m
is-

rep
resen

tatio
n
. T

h
ere is n

o
 w

ay
 th

e 
reader can ascertain from

 this dishonest repre-
sentation w

hat I w
rote or w

hat be said. I w
rote 

tw
o

 a
rtic

le
s, re

sp
o

n
d

in
g

 to
 h

is tw
o

 th
a
t I 

ch
aracterized

 as an
ti-S

em
itic an

d
 an

ti•Israel.  
p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a. H

is w
ere titled

 "S
p
y
" an

d
 "A

fter 
th

e S
p
y
:" O

n
ly

 m
y
 first article w

as p
u
b
lish

ed
. 

Its thrust is not the single reference M
eachum

, 
ch

aracteristically
, m

isrep
resen

ts. It is th
at fo

r 
his propaganda purposes he com

bined w
hat are 

n
o

t re
la

te
d

: th
e
 P

o
lla

rd
 sp

y
 c

a
se

 a
n

d
 th

e
 

R
eaganite IranlN

icaragua m
ess. In his dishon-

est pretense of responding, M
eachum

 ignores all 
but a third of a single sentence. In that I noted 
h
is u

n
tru

th
fu

ln
ess in

 alleg
in

g
 th

at th
e T

o
w

er 
R

ep
o
rt said

 th
at Israel is "in

stig
ato

r" o
f th

at 
scandalous and corrupt ploy. It d

id
 n

o
t! . 

B
ecause he cannot respond to w

hat I did say 
M

eachum
 seeks to dism

iss it as "a persiflage of 
irrelevant data culled (sic) from

 the paperback 
version of the R

eport." 
N

eith
er m

y
 alleg

atio
n
 o

f h
is u

n
d
en

ied
 an

ti- 

S
em

itic an
d

 an
ti-Israel p

ro
p

ag
an

d
a n

o
r m

y
 

direct quotation of the actual official text of the 
T

ow
er R

eport is decently or honestly described 
a
s "p

e
rsifla

g
e
," w

h
ic

h
 (R

a
n

d
o

m
 H

o
u

se
 

unabridged dictionary) m
eans "a frivolous style 

of treating a subject." I "culled" nothing and his 
u

se o
f "v

ersio
n

" (th
ere is o

n
ly

 one v
ersio

n
) is 

characteristic of his lack of concern for faithful 
rep

o
rtin

g
, H

e flau
n

ts h
is ig

n
o

ran
ce in

 say
in

g
 

th
at "th

e p
ap

erb
ack

 v
ersio

n
 . . . w

as p
ro

d
u
ced

 
by the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es."
 T

he "production" w
as 

by the T
im

es B
ooks D

ivision of- R
andom

 H
ouse, 

co-publisher w
ith B

antam
 B

ooks, w
hich issued 

th
e lo

w
er-p

riced
 p

ap
erb

ack
. A

sid
e fro

m
 th

e 
co

v
er an

d
 co

p
y
rig

h
t p

ag
e, th

ere is n
o
t a w

o
rd

 
th

a
t is n

o
t th

e
 

full 
and 

official 
tex

t o
f th

at 
R

eport. "V
ersion" indeed! 

M
eachum

 begins his evasiveness saying that I 
"accu

sed
 th

e ed
ito

r o
f g

ro
ss n

eg
lig

en
ce fo

r 
perm

itting m
e to report that Israel instigated the 

selling of arm
s to Iran that resulted in the W

hite 
H

ouae scandal" and w
anted him

 fired. I did not. 
I d

id
 n

o
t co

m
p
lain

 th
at M

each
u
m

 "rep
o
rted

" 
anything. I objected to his false representation 
th

at th
e T

o
w

er R
ep

o
rt said

 th
at Israel w

as th
e  

"in
stig

ato
r" an

d
 I said

 th
at d

o
es n

o
t ap

p
ear in

 
the T

ow
er R

eport. It does not or he w
ould quote 

it. In
stead

, h
e cites th

e irrelev
an

t. W
h

at th
e 

R
eport actually says and is the title of the very 

sectio
n
 h

e q
u
o
tes is, as I co

rrectly
 stated

, th
at 

"T
he Israelis P

rovide a V
ehicle." 

N
ot only does the R

eport not state that Israel 
"instigated" the w

hole stinking m
ess, in a part 

M
eachum

 om
its w

hile quoting from
 both sides of 

it, the R
ep

o
rt actu

ally
 states th

at th
e actu

al 
"in

stig
atio

n
" w

as m
u

ch
 

ea
rlier a

n
d

 b
y
 a

n
 

Iranian. It also says that the C
IA

, w
hich "con-

sid
ered

 h
im

 n
eith

er reliab
le n

o
r tru

stw
o

rth
y

, 
then dropped the m

atter. 

A
t th

is p
o

in
t th

e R
ep

o
rt also

 states —
 an

d
 

M
eachum

 also om
its —

 that before th
ere w

as 
any 

d
eal "M

ich
ael L

ed
een

, an
 N

S
C

 (W
h

ite 
H

ouse) staff consultant" w
ent to Israel and that 

"tw
o
 m

o
n
th

s later, th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates receiv

ed
 

th
e first o

f th
ree sep

arate req
u

ests reg
ard

in
g

 
Iran from

 the Israeli governm
ent." A

gain at this 
v
ery

 p
o
in

t th
e R

ep
o
rt n

o
tes th

at Israel "ask
ed

 
th

e p
o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e U

.S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t to
w

ard
 

en
g
ag

in
g
 in

 a p
o
litical d

isco
u
rse w

ith
 Iran

ian
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officials." 
None of Meachum's quotations in his attempt 

to explain his misrepresentations away says that 
Israel was the "instigator" and thus they are 
irrelevant. Their use is deceptive. Meachum 
confuses a shipment to Iran, which Israel made 
in accord with U.S. desires, with the entire mess 
and its instigation. He then addes to the lie by 
pretending it also is what the Report says, "that 
Israel more than instigated the Iran arms deal." 

Then there Is that greasy-kid stuff of his 
threatening me and charging me with libel. He 
says a lawyer he does not name so assured him 
— all the while being careful not to say what the 
alleged libel is. He does not say — or even 
suggest — what it is because it does not exist and 
he cannot specify it. This allegation is his kid's 
way of trying to defend himself and feed his 
clacque. 

And if any lawyer told him there is libel, that 
lawyer is as much in need of a refresher course 
in the law as Meachum is in Freshman 
Journalism 1. 

Meachum accuses me of "malice." In the  

legal sense this means "intent to do evil," While 
all his writing that I have addressed and refuted 
is malicious, designed to "do evil" to Israel and 
to Jews, what I have done and still again he fails 
to refute is show that his writing is not honest, 
not decent, not fair and not accurate. If he could 
have refuted this over so many months he would 
have. He is, as I said, so used to rushing to make 
more money and to not being checked out that he 
says anything that at any time appears to serve 
his anti-Semitic and anti-Israel diatribes. 

What I actually addressed and he, with typical 
dishonesty, misrepresents, is what I stated in my 
first sentence, that he "converted two tragedies 
into more of his vicious anti-Semitism and anti-
Israel propaganda." 

That he misrepresents what I actually 
addressed in the two articles 1 submitted and 
says that a lawyer assured him it is libelous Is no 
more than a childish threat, a silly effort to 
intimidate, and a "big talk" attempt to puff 
himself up — vintage Meachum. 

Harold Weisberg, who lives in Frederick, has written 
frequenlly for this page. 


