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H
a
ro

ld
 W

e
is

b
e
rg

 

Propaganda vs. 

"
W

 

`independent colum
ning' 

e
lc

o
m

e
 to

 th
e
 

c
lu

b
, M

r
. 

P
resid

en
t," R

o
y
 

M
eachum

 w
rote 

in S
eptem

ber, referring, m
odest as 

alw
ay

s, to
 h

is o
w

n
 clu

b
, o

f th
o
se 

accused of being "an anti-S
em

ite and 
a liar." 

M
each

u
m

 w
as referrin

g
 to

 th
e 

n
am

e-callin
g
 o

f a m
in

o
rity

-p
arty

 
Israeli cabinet m

em
ber, there only 

because that dem
ocratic society has 

proportionate representation. 
"In

 M
r. B

u
sh

's case," M
each

u
m

 
w

ro
te, th

is w
as b

ecau
se o

f M
r. 

B
u

sh
's "relu

ctan
ce to

 g
u

aran
tee 

Im
m

ediately $10 billion in loans for 
Israel" fo

r h
o
u
sin

g
 fo

r • R
u
ssian

 
refugees. 

T
ypical of M

eachum
's inability to 

re
p
o
rt a

n
y
th

in
g
 re

la
tin

g
 to

 th
e
 

M
id

d
le E

ast w
ith

 th
e accu

racy
 

expected of a high-school reporter, 
all of w

hat he says is not true except 
th

at th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 ag

reem
en

t fo
r 

those loans and that they w
ere to be 

g
u
aran

teed
 b

y
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. 

(T
h
ere is n

o
 b

asis in
 an

y
th

in
g
 b

u
t 

M
each

u
m

's p
reju

d
ice fo

r w
h

at h
e 

later suggests, that the $10 billion 
m

ight com
e from

 U
.S

. taxpayers.) 
"Im

m
ediately" w

as not up to the 
P

resident. It w
as up to the C

ongress, 
w

here all legislation originates. T
he 

guarantee also w
as up to the C

on-
gress. 

"R
elu

ctan
ce" d

o
es n

o
t d

escrib
e 

w
hat anyone w

ho reads any new
s-

paper or hears any radio or sees any 
T

V
 new

s know
s very w

ell w
hat M

r. 
B

ush said. 
H

e did not w
ant C

ongress even to 
discuss the agreed-to legislation for 
at least a th

ird
 o

f a y
ear, d

u
rin

g
 

w
hich tim

e those refugees w
ould be  w

ith
o
u
t an

y
 p

lace to
 liv

e, w
ith

 
th

o
u

san
d

s m
o

re arriv
in

g
 w

eek
ly

. 
A

nd that in a country already short in 
housing. 

N
ot only did he not w

ant C
ongress 

to even consider it for at least that 
long, and not only w

ould the legisla-
tive process take still m

ore tim
e, but 

M
r. B

ush said that if It w
ere con-

sidered and w
ere enacted before he 

said it could be, he then w
ould veto 

it. T
his am

ounts to an invitation for 
additional A

rab stalling. 
M

each
u

m
's ex

p
lan

atio
n

 o
f M

r. 
B

u
sh

's p
o

sitio
n

 ls: "H
e w

an
ts th

e 
m

atter d
elay

ed
 u

n
til after n

ex
t 

m
onth's hoped-for M

iddle E
ast peace 

conference." If M
eachum

 does not 
know

 that there is very little likeli-
hood of any such peace, at any tim

e 
in the forseeable future, he has no 
business w

riting a colum
n at all. 

W
hy had there been no peace con-

ference in the 40 years since Israel 
w

as established? B
ecause the A

rabs 
refused peace, all states other than 
E

gypt rem
aining in a state of w

ar 
w

ith
 Israel. 

L
o

n
g
 ag

o
 Israel ag

reed
 to

 th
is 

co
n

feren
ce. S

o
m

e o
f th

e A
rab

 
pow

ers also had. S
yria, for exam

ple, 
still on the U

.S
. terrorist list despite 

S
ecretary of S

tate B
aker's frequent 

v
isits to

 its d
ictato

r, A
ssad

, th
e 

A
ssad to w

hom
 M

r. B
ush has been 

cozying up since the beginning of the 
G

ulf w
ar, agreed. 

B
ut he stipulated that all he w

anted 
to

 o
b
ta

in
 a

t th
e
 c

o
n
fe

re
n
c
e
 b

e
 

g
u

a
ra

n
te

e
d

 in
 a

d
v

a
n

c
e
. T

h
is, 

n
atu

rally
, m

ad
e an

y
 co

n
feren

ce 
irrelevant. 

S
o, w

hat M
r. B

ush did in the nam
e 

o
f assu

rin
g

 th
at th

ere w
o

u
ld

 b
e a 

conference is the exact opposite: H
e  

m
ay w

ell have w
recked it entirely 

and he certainly delayed it. 

W
h

y
 d

id
 M

r. B
u

sh
 d

o
 th

is?
 

B
ecau

se, b
e said

, co
n
g
ressio

n
al 

consideration of the proposal w
ould 

be objected to by the A
rabs, w

ho then 
w

ould not h
ave attended the confer-

ence. 
N

ot a single A
rab pow

er had m
ade 

this objection, for all the publicity; 
not until som

e tim
e after M

r. B
ush 

w
en

t p
u
b
lic w

ith
 h

is th
reat. A

n
d
 

then, for the first tim
e, it w

as the day 
b
e
fo

re
 th

is M
e
a
c
h
u
m

 c
o
lu

m
n
 

appeared. T
aking the hint from

 M
r. 

B
ush, there w

as a protest. 

T
h
ere w

as h
ard

ly
 a sin

g
le th

in
g
 

M
r. B

ush dared do that had a better 
chance of w

recking the conference 
h

e
 w

a
n

te
d

 u
s to

 b
e
lie

v
e
 is so

 
im

portant to him
 than w

hat he did 
do, order the C

ongress not to con-
sider the agreed-to legislation, under 
threat of veto, all the tim

e telling the 
A

rabs they w
ere supposed to oppose 

it, until they finally took the cue and 
did. 

T
his colum

n is still another of the 
endless exam

ples of the grim
 fact 

th
at th

e o
n
e w

ay
 read

ers o
f th

e 
papers are certain not to have any 
real understanding of the on-going 
M

iddle E
ast tragedy is to read R

oy 
M

eachum
's colum

ns. I don't think 
I've m

issed one and I can't rem
em

-
ber a single one that w

as straight, 
that did not m

islead and m
isinform

 
readers, a single one that w

as not so 
pro-A

rab it am
ounts to propaganda 

rather than independent colum
ning. 

It fo
llo

w
s th

at all h
av

e b
een

 an
ti-

Israel and intended to incite dislike if 
n
o
t h

atred
 fo

r Israel in
 p

articu
lar 

and Jew
s in general. 

T
h

ere are in
n

u
m

erab
le o

th
er 

illustrations in 
th

is one colum
n. It 

began w
ith this distorted account of 

w
h

at cau
sed

 th
e im

m
ed

iate crisis 
a
n
d
 it e

n
d
s w

ith
 still a

n
o
th

e
r 

in
citatio

n
 o

f A
m

erican
 Jew

ish
 

lead
ers: "Israel's p

rim
e m

in
ister 

h
a
d
 o

rd
e
re

d
 h

is W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 

lo
b
b
y
ists to

 tu
rn

 th
e C

o
n
g
ress 

ag
ain

st th
e p

resid
en

t o
n
 th

e lo
an

 
guarantee." 

T
hose w

ere not Israeli lobbyists; 
they w

ere about 1,000 A
m

ericans, the 
leaders of A

m
erican Jew

ish organ-
izatio

n
s an

d
 a v

ariety
 o

f o
th

er 
people, m

any prom
inent in A

m
eri-

can
 p

u
b
lic life. T

h
ey

 w
ere n

o
t 

"o
rd

ered
" b

y
 an

y
o
n
e, least o

f all 
S

ham
ir. 

A
nd it w

as not a question of turning 
the C

ongress against the P
resident. 

It w
as the P

resident w
ho interfered 

p
u
b
licly

 in
 th

e fu
n
ctio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e 

C
ongress and then threatened it w

ith 
another veto. W

hile this interpreta-
tion can be disputed, the fact is that 
the legislation had been agreed to 
and it w

as M
r. B

ush him
self w

ho 
inspired the first opposition by any 
A

rab pow
er. 

It w
as a partisan intrusion that he 

knew
 w

ithout question Israel m
ight 

not accept and m
ight find cause for 

not going to an already-stacked con-
ference. H

e also knew
 that the ver-

sions he w
as giving w

ere calculated 
to m

ake it appear as though Israel 
opposed the conference w

hen the 
opposite w

as true. 
So, from

 beginning to end, vintage 
M

eachum
 —

 nothing straight. 

H
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