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M
eachum

's raw
 

raw
 d

eal' 
H

istory is never g ood enough for R
oy M

eachum
 

so for his ow
n purposes he im

proves on it, as 
in his m

istitled "R
aw

 deal" colum
n, the raw

 

d
eal h

e in
v
ited

 an
d
 attrib

u
ted

 to
 th

e D
em

o
crats at 

the tim
e of the G

reat D
epression that began in 1929. 

M
eachum

 w
rites his colum

n, half of w
hich is on 

that subject he so little understands, w
ithout m

ention 

of C
alvin C

oolid
g e, th

e P
resid

en
t w

h
o
se p

o
licies 

w
ere th

e d
irect cau

se o
f th

e D
ep

ressio
n
. H

e also
 

blam
es it on the innocent people w

ho suffered from
 

it: "H
ow

ever, in rage at having its self-inflicted bal- 

loon burst, the electorate ..." 	
; 

H
e invents a new

 H
erbert H

oover for his colum
n, 

too, perhaps because if H
oover claim

ed to have been 

a Q
u
ak

er h
ad

 to
 b

e g
o
o
d
. an

d
 w

ith
 it in

v
en

ts fo
r 

H
oover w

hat he did not have and offer any m
eanin g-

ful program
 "to alleviate the national agony." 

U
nlike M

eachum
, w

ho adm
its he w

as an "infant" 

th
en

. I w
as an

 ad
u
lt. I k

n
ew

 th
e Jack

 G
arn

er th
at 

M
eachum

 blam
es slightly w

hen he w
as vice presi-

dent. (A
nd his chauffeur he sent in his official car to 

W
est V

irginia tw
ice a w

eek to bring back the m
oon-

sh
in

e co
rn

 w
h
isk

ey
 G

arn
er p

referred
, tw

o
 w

ick
er 

baskets of gallon jugs of it each trip. I w
orked for the 

S
enate then. I even inherited the H

oover bookshelf 

w
h
en

 th
e rin

gs fro
m

 th
e ju

g
s g

o
t to

 b
e u

n
sig

h
tly

. 

G
arner w

as a real toug
h character.) 

B
u
t F

D
R

 d
id

 n
o
t select G

arn
er as h

is ru
n
n
in

g  

m
ate because he w

as S
peaker of the H

ouse. R
eal pol-

itics is not that sim
ple. F

D
R

 picked G
arner because 

as an ultra-conservative he could appeal to a part of 

the electorate that did not go for F
D

R
, as just about 

all presidential candidates do. 
R

eag
an

 p
ick

ed
 lib

eral R
ep

u
b
lican

 R
ich

ard
 

W
eick

er th
e first tim

e an
d
 (h

en
 G

eo
rg

e B
u
sh

 w
h
o
 

h
ad

, co
rrectly

 as it h
ap

p
en

s, castig
ated

 R
eag

an
's 

eco
n
o
m

ic p
ro

g
ram

s as "v
o
o
d
o
o
 eco

n
o
m

ics." JF
K

 

picked Johnson because he could appeal in the S
outh 

as JF
K

 did not. 	
I 

H
o
o
v
er's reco

rd
 ab

ro
ad

 as a h
u
m

an
itarian

 w
as 

ex
cellen

t. I can
 rem

em
b
er as a sch

o
o
l b

o
y
 th

at w
e 

w
ere taking canned food to school so he could feed 

"the starvin
g  A

rm
enians." 

B
ut his dom

estic policies w
ere the exact opposite. 

W
itness his calling out the arm

y to attack, shoot 

real bullets, at the veterans of W
orld W

ar I w
hose 

fam
ilies w

ere starv
in

g
 an

d
 th

ey
 h

eld
 a m

arch
 o

n
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 fro

m
 all o

v
er th

e co
u
n
try

 to
 g

et th
e 

bonus they had been prom
ised and H

oover denied 

them
. Y

es, he had starving veterans of that w
ar shot 

b
y
 th

e arm
y
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 w
ere en

cam
p
ed

 o
n
 th

e 

A
nacostia flats in an effort to pressure the H

oover 

adm
inistration to keep its obligation to give them

 the 

p
ro

m
ised

 b
o
n
u
s th

ey
 n

eed
ed

 fo
r th

eir k
id

s n
o
t to

 

starve. A
nd rather them

 "destroyin
g" the non-exist-

ing H
oover program

 to bootstrap the nation, w
hen he 

h
ad

 a co
n
stru

ctiv
e p

ro
g
ram

 th
e D

em
o
crats in

 

C
ongress voted for it. 
T

h
e tru

th
 is th

e ex
act o

p
p
o
site o

f M
each

u
m

's 

excuse for inventing his "R
aw

 D
eal": "... the destruc-

tio
n
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al D

em
o
crats d

ealt th
e co

u
n
try

 

w
hile ruining H

erbert H
oover's reputation." H

e had 

no reputation to ruin w
hen after cam

paigning saying 

he w
ould put tw

o chickens in every pot he actually 

used the arm
y to shoot starving  A

m
erican veterans 

w
ho had fought for their country w

hen they had the 

tem
erity to ask w

hat w
as due them

 to feed their fam
-

ilies. if only tem
porarily. 

H
oover w

as not know
n here as "the g

reat hum
an-

itarian," as M
eachum

 w
rites. H

e w
as in fact know

n 

as th
e "g reat engineer." B

ut as P
resident he had no 

engineerin g  at all to overcom
e w

hat R
epublican poli-

cies had brought about, only hew
in g  th

at sam
e lin

e. 

T
hat and the lack of controls on getting rich w

ithout 

the m
oney to back up the stocks bou

gh
t w

h
ile th

e 

m
arket w

as clim
bing is the im

m
ediate cause of the 

G
reat D

epression. H
oover had his share of responsi-

bility for it and he hadn't the slightest idea how
 to 

w
o
rk

 an
d
 lead

 th
e co

u
n
try

 o
u
t o

f it. T
h
at is w

h
at 

elected F
D

R
, not any im

agined C
actus Jack G

arner 

leadership in the H
ouse. 

A
n
d
 lead

in
g
 to

 th
at terrib

le d
ep

ressio
n
, th

e 

R
epublicans controlled both houses of the C

ongress. 

T
hey could have passed any legislation they w

anted. 

T
he real "raw

 deal" is M
eachum

's in again rew
rit-

ing our history for his ow
n purposes; w

hich not infre-

quently includes his telling us how
 all-know

ing he is  about just about anything and everything. 
In

 th
is co

lu
n
m

 h
e In

v
en

ted
 h

is "raw
 d

eal- to
 

appear to be balanced in his criticism
 of the G

O
P

's 

"filibustering to death last w
eek a proposal to ti ght-

en
 reg

istration and disclosure rules for all lobbyists 

and ban them
 from

 giving free m
eals and other gifts 

to congressm
en." 

I In
 a  s

ingle p
arag

rap
h
 h

e refers to
 "th

e G
O

P
" 

nabobs w
ho did that as "M

r. G
arner's spiritual suc-

cessors" and as "G
arner-like in their am

bitions." 
O

r, M
eachum

 justifies w
hat they did to block the 

attem
pt to lim

it electoral dishonesties by com
paring 

it w
ith w

hat he invented to attribute to G
arner. R

ead, 

the D
em

ocrats. 
I T

his is like his blam
ing the average A

m
erican for 

the G
reat D

epression: "H
ow

ever, in ra ge at havin
g  

the self-inflated balloon burst, the electorate dum
ped 

all over the president," —
 H

oover. 
M

ost of the electorate in those days of M
eachum

's 

infancy could not afford butter, let alone stocks and 

bonds. T
hey bought uncolored m

argarine, ladled off 

of blocks, w
ith the colorin

g  supplied separately, for 

about 10 cents a pound. W
a ges for m

ost people w
ere 

sb
 law

 o
n
e o

f F
D

R
's refo

rm
s w

ith
 h

is N
atio

n
al 

w
a

g
e

A
dm

inistration w
as to have a m

inim
um

 

w
age of 314 a w

eek. I can recall w
orking S

aturdays 

w
hen I w

as in high school for 82. from
 8 a.m

. until 10 

ri.m
., brow

n-bag ging for lunch and supper. F
or the 

average A
m

erican, m
ost by very far of M

eachum
's 

"electorate," buying stocks w
as like having pie in the 

sky. T
hey did not and they could not. 

I M
eachum

 says, "It m
ay be pointless to speculate 

th
e raw

 d
eal u

n
leash

ed
 b

y
 (G

arn
er) ... m

ay
 h

av
e 

destroyed w
hatever chance the nation had of head-

ibg off the gross tragedy" of the G
reat D

epression. 

"S
peculate" is hardly the w

ord for it. T
his and the 

D
em

ocrats "ruining H
erbert H

oover's reputation." 

B
oth of these and his other pontifications are ridicu-

lous, preposterous. 
I T

h
e tru

e "raw
 d

eal" is th
at tru

stin
g
 read

ers w
h
o
 

did not live through these terrible years are m
isled 

and deceived into believing M
eachum

's justification 

!:If the G
O

P
 "nabobs" blocking electoral reform

. 

H
arold W

eisberg w
rites from

 F
rederick. 


