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M
eachum

's renew
ed `hatem

m
ongeling' 

H
a
ro

ld
 W

e
is

b
e
rg

 

F
rom

 the tim
e during the G

ulf w
ar 

R
oy M

eachum
 anointed S

addam
 

H
ussein as a m

an w
ho had turned to 

h
is A

llah
 an

d
 th

u
s w

as a m
an

 o
f 

love and peace and I called to the papers' 
attention that he w

as giving aid and com
fort 

to the enem
y until his "W

ar S
tory" colum

n 
(A

u
g

, 9
), w

e
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 sp
a
re

d
 h

is 
incitations of hatred tow

ard Israel and his 
praises of all things Islam

ic. 
A

s his contrived peg for his renew
ed hate-

Israel p
reach

in
g
, h

e tells an
 en

tirely
 

unrelated story of "earlier this sum
m

er," 
w

h
en

 h
e h

ad
 a ch

an
ce m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 tw

o
 

A
m

erican soldiers w
ho had served in S

audi 
A

rabia. 
H

e q
u
o
tes o

n
e as say

in
g
 "th

ere w
ere 

th
in

g
s h

e ad
m

ired
 ab

o
u
t Islam

." W
h
at? 

"T
heir legal system

." W
hy? B

ecause tw
o 

A
m

erican soldiers w
ere accused of rape and 

the S
audis "cut their heads off." 

T
w

o A
m

ericans w
ere beheaded after a 

secret "trial," if by our standards there w
as 

w
hat can honestly be referred to as a trial, 

and our governm
ent tolerated that and then 

did not inform
 us? 

W
hat w

as the reaction of this m
an w

ho so 
often has belabored us w

ith accounts of his 
in

tern
atio

n
al rep

o
rtin

g
 career? D

id
 h

e 
p
h
o
n
e eith

er th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 o

r th
e S

au
d
i 

E
m

bassy to seek confirm
ation or denial? 

H
e does adm

it he w
as "jolted" but "not 

particularly surprised." 
In

stead
 o

f m
ak

in
g
 ev

en
 a p

reten
se o

f 
se

e
k
in

g
 th

e
 tru

th
 h

e
 c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
s: "A

 
journalist's overriding responsibility is to 
th

e tru
th

", an
d
 b

ecau
se 

"I 
believe" 

this 
sto

ry
 h

e
 h

a
s m

e
t h

is c
o

n
c
e
p

t o
f h

is 
"journalist's overriding responsibility." 

T
his is vintage M

eachum
: W

hatever he 
w

ants to believe is instant fact. 
T

his story, entirely unrelated, is w
hat led 

to his renew
ed assault on Israel as respon-

sible for all the M
iddle E

ast's tragedies: "I 
have never forgiven the Israeli governm

ent 
for pulling out of the high ground overlook. 
ing the B

eirut airport w
ithout inform

ing the 
M

arine com
m

ander until after the fact. T
he  

inform
ation lag, thus denied the U

.S
. forces 

the opportunity to secure their perim
eter 

from
 w

hich the suicide bom
ber drove." 

A
nd thus, in M

ilitary E
xpert M

eachum
's 

account —
 not a single w

ord of w
hich is true 

and relevant —
 Israel and Jew

s are respon-
sib

le fo
r th

e d
eath

s o
f m

o
re th

an
 2

0
0

 
M

arines. 
N

o
 "h

ig
h

 g
ro

u
n

d
" is ev

er clo
se to

 an
 

international airport to have been a factor. 
T

he bom
ber did not com

e from
 the "high 

ground." H
e drove to and through, the m

ain 
b
arrack

s en
tran

ce. W
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t th

e 
Israelis had told the M

arines anything at all 
is irrelevant because M

arines know
 how

 to 
p
ro

tect th
em

selv
es an

d
 th

ey
 w

ere sad
ly

 
nellgent and didn't. T

here w
as an official 

investigation but M
r. M

eachum
 could not 

have cited it and w
ritten this hate piece. 

N
o alleged "Inform

ation lag denied U
.S

. 
fo

rces th
e o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 secu

re" th
em

-
selves. T

ragically, they just failed to do it. 
In

 th
at area w

h
ere car b

o
m

b
in

g
s w

ere 
co

m
m

o
n
p
lace th

ey
 h

ad
 o

n
ly

 a sen
try

. 

B
ecause car bom

bings w
ere so com

m
on-

place and because, still another M
eachum

 
om

ission, the battleship N
ew

 Jersey had 
been off the coast bom

barding A
rab civilian 

areas w
ith

 th
e en

o
rm

o
u
s ex

p
lo

siv
e an

d
 

destructive pow
er of 16-inch shells, there 

just w
as no excuse for the failure to m

ake it 
im

possible to drive a car or a truck into the 
b
arrack

s. M
erely

 p
ark

in
g
 v

eh
icles as a 

b
arrier u

n
til a p

erm
an

en
t b

arrier co
u

ld
 

have been put in place w
ould have saved all 

those A
m

erican lives. M
oreover, they'd had 

plenty of tim
e. 

It w
as no "Inform

ation lag" that can be 
attributed to the Israelis that led the U

.S
. 

co
m

m
an

d
 n

o
t to

 tak
e im

m
ed

iately
 th

e 
obviously necessary precautions to prevent 
retaliatio

n
 ag

ain
st th

e sen
seless N

av
al 

bom
bardm

ent of A
rab civilian areas. 

W
ith every w

ord of this renew
ed hate-

m
ongering false, irrelevant or both, as is 

o
b

v
io

u
s fro

m
 w

h
at h

ad
 lo

n
g

 b
een

 w
ell-

know
n, the papers ow

e us, at the very least, 
an apology for perm

itting the m
isuse of this 



column for its anti-American and hate-

inciting purpose. 
With Mr. Meachum's renewed boasting of 

his "journalist" credentials and standards, 
the papers ought get from him some expla-

nation of why he did not seek official 

confirmation or denial of the absolute out-
rage of Americans being beheaded after a 
secret trial, if any, and of our government 

then suppressing it. 
Mr. Meachum's column defames the 

papers and is still another of his continuous 
impositions on the trust of the papers' 
readers. The one thing this column is not is 

"journalism." It is hate mongering. 
Whether American heads were cut off, 

with or without a secret trial, what should be 
cut off, after too many years of it, is the 

opportunity Mr. Meachum has to puff him-

self up, Indulge his hates and loves, deceive 
and mislead your trusting readers, and to 

publish the inflammatory and outrageous 
without even the effort that could be 

expected of a high-school reporter, to ask for 
official confirmation or denial. 

Even a high school kid should know that "I 
believe" is not fact. This Is not justification 
for publishing the really outrageous. It 
certainly does not meet "a journalist's 

overriding responsibility," the single truth 
in this column, which indeed should be "to 

the truth." 
He has to have known that he was pub-

lishing a lie that defames our government 
and our Gulf military leaders, especially 

General Norman Schwartzkopf, because, as 
a former reporter, he has to have known 

that, were this a true story, he had the most 
sensational international "scoop," and 

because the general, those under him and 
official Washington permitted such an out-
rage against American soldiers and then 
suppressed all news of it. 

When it comes to the Middle East, truth 
and Mr. Meachum are strangers. 

Harold Weisberg, who has written previously for 

this page, lives in Frederick. 


