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o
n
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M
eachum

 on Israel am
ounts topropaganda 

T
w

o
 ex

trem
es o

f Israel-b
ash

in
g
 are 

face to
 face in

 th
e D

ec. 6
 p

ap
ers, 

s
o
p
h
is

tic
a
te

d
, p

re
te

n
d
e
d
ly

 
in

fo
rm

ed
 an

d
 au

th
o
ritativ

e an
d

 
su

b
tle

 in
 R

o
y
 M

e
a
c
h
u
m

's c
o
lu

m
n
 a

n
d
 

grossly inaccurate in L
ouis E

. W
W

hauck's. 
In

 th
e o

n
-g

o
in

g
 an

d
 ap

p
aren

tly
 n

ev
er-

en
d
in

g
 M

each
u
m

ite rew
ritin

g
 o

f cu
rren

t 
h
isto

ry
 h

e actu
ally

 b
lam

es th
e Islam

ic h
o
s-

tage taking on Israel by the sinister device of 
inventing the beginning of this hostage tak-
ing allegedly by Israel in 1970. 

A
lw

a
y
s th

e
 v

ic
tim

 o
f p

re
ju

d
ic

e
 a

n
d
 

ignorance he protests that his "license to do 
international com

m
entary" w

as "lifted" for 
fiv4 years because of his version, as he now

 
putS

 it: 
"T

he first story about hostage-taking that 
cro

ssed
 m

y
 d

esk
 . .. h

ad
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 n

in
e 

L
eb

an
ese so

ld
iers tak

en
 (h

o
stag

e) b
y
 th

e 
Israelis, w

h
o

 o
b

jected
 to

 th
e m

o
v

em
en

t o
f 

P
alestin

ian
s fro

m
 o

u
t o

f Jo
rd

an
 an

d
 o

n
to

 
th

eir n
o
rth

ern
 b

o
rd

ers." 
In

 all h
is in

n
u

m
erab

le co
lu

m
n

s th
at, lik

e 
this one, am

ount to propaganda, be has yet to 
inform

 his readers that as of 1970 and w
ith 

th
e sin

g
le ex

cep
tio

n
 o

f E
g
y
p
t, as o

f to
d
ay

, 
the entire M

uslim
 w

orld persists in staying 
in a state of w

ar w
ith Israel, part of its first 

u
n
h
id

d
en

 an
d
 recen

tly
 scarcely

 h
id

d
en

 
determ

ination to w
ipe the state of Israel out, 

a determ
ination unchanged in the charter of 

the P
L

O
. 

W
h
ile "m

o
v
em

en
t o

f P
alestin

ian
s" is 

d
e
sig

n
e
d
 to

 su
g
g
e
st in

 p
e
a
c
e
, p

e
rh

a
p
s 

w
o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 to
o
, in

 fact it w
as ter-

ro
rists an

d
 th

ey
 h

ad
 to

 cro
ss S

y
ria to

 g
et to

 
L

eb
an

o
n
. F

o
r y

ears th
ey

 in
flicted

 m
an

y
 

casu
alties o

n
 Israeli citizen

s acro
ss th

e 
L

eb
an

ese b
o
rd

er, n
o
t in

freq
u
en

tly
 w

h
en

 
th

eir m
u
rd

er sq
u
ad

s cro
ssed

 it an
d
 th

en
 

returned to L
ebanese sanctuary. 

N
ote that w

hile w
ith a state of w

ar insisted 
upon by L

ebanon it m
akes little difference in  

th
e leg

ality
 o

f tak
in

g
 p

riso
n
ers, n

o
t "h

o
s-

tages," M
eachum

 is careful not to assure his 
read

ers th
at th

ey
 w

ere n
o
t tak

en
 p

riso
n
er 

in
sid

e Israel o
r n

o
t th

em
selv

es cau
g
h
t in

 
in

flictin
g
 o

r attem
p
tin

g
 to

 in
flict h

arm
 o

n
 

in
n
o
cen

t Israelis g
o
in

g
 ab

o
u
t th

eir n
o
rm

al 
lives. 

L
ebanon w

as responsible for perm
itting its 

territo
ry

 to
 b

e u
sed

 fo
r w

arlik
e p

u
rp

o
ses, 

and for the consequences of it. 
H

e continues his false pretense that as of 
this day there are no such m

urderous incur-
sions from

 L
ebanon, as there have been, he 

refers to
 th

e "so
-called

 secu
rity

 zo
n
e" in

 
southern L

ebanon, over w
hich he expresses 

h
is "d

isg
u
st." 

L
ebanon abounds in terrorist bases and the 

papers carry the reports w
hen in retaliation 

ag
ain

st terro
rist acts Israel b

o
m

b
s th

em
. 

W
hat "disgusts" M

eachum
 has saved m

any 
liv

es an
d
 is n

ecessary
 as a m

ean
s o

f fru
s-

trating m
urders and m

aim
ings to the degree 

they can be frustrated. 
S

om
e of this concoction that does build to 

an
 asto

u
n
d
in

g
 co

n
clu

sio
n
 is so

p
h
o
m

o
ric: 

"Jo
rd

an
's K

in
g
 H

u
ssein

 w
en

t to
 S

an
d
h
u
st. 

W
hile his grandson studied at B

ritain's W
est 

P
oint, old K

ing A
bdullah w

as hardly likely to 
ruffle L

ondon's feathers." 
T

here w
ere real reasons, not this fantasy, 

for A
bdullah's not provoking B

ritain. B
ritain 

o
rg

an
ized

, fin
an

ced
, led

 an
d
 co

n
tro

lled
 

A
b
d
u
llah

's arm
y
. B

ritish
 G

en
eral S

ir Jo
h
n
 

G
lu

b
b
 led

 it w
h
en

 th
at A

rab
 L

eg
io

n
 jo

in
ed

 
th

e o
th

er A
rab

 states th
at attack

ed
 Israel 

w
hen it w

as founded. A
bdullah w

as not about 
to bite the hand that fed him

 after installing 
h
im

 as k
in

g
 o

v
er th

e co
u
n
try

 th
at B

ritain
 

itself created for him
. 

H
ussein w

as not king w
hen he studied in 

E
n
g
la

n
d
. H

e
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 k

in
g
 w

ith
 w

h
a
t 

M
each

u
m

 d
o

es n
o

t tro
u

b
le h

is read
ers to

 
k
n
o
w

. A
b
d
u
llah

's assassin
atio

n
 b

y
 A

rab
s 

w
h
o
 su

sp
ected

 h
e w

as w
illin

g
 to

 d
iscu

ss  

p
eace w

ith
 Israel. T

h
is is ex

actly
 w

h
at 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 E
g

y
p

t's S
ad

at w
h

en
 h

e m
ad

e 
peace w

ith Israel. It is w
hat every M

uslim
 

ruler has to fear if he decides to really m
ake 

peace w
ith Israel. 

T
h
is c

o
lu

m
n
 a

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 e
x
p
e
c
ts its 

read
ers to

 b
e en

tirely
 ig

n
o

ran
t o

f recen
t 

events in the Islam
ic w

orld. H
ow

 else could 
it even dream

 of saying, "V
iolence against 

th
e d

efen
seless sim

p
ly

 h
as n

o
 p

lace in
 

Islam
." 

B
eg

in
n

in
g

 w
ith

 S
ad

d
am

, M
each

u
m

ized
 

into a "m
an of god" at the beginning of the 

G
u
lf W

ar an
d
 sin

ce n
eith

er rep
en

ted
 n

o
r 

ap
o
lo

g
ized

 fo
r, p

erh
ap

s th
e sin

g
le m

o
st 

tragic truth in the troubled Islam
ic w

orld is 
the exact opposite of this w

hopper. S
addam

 
is still tak

in
g
 h

o
rrib

le v
en

g
ean

ce ag
ain

st 
"th

e d
efen

seless" in
 Iraq

, ran
g
in

g
 fro

m
 

th
o
se h

e m
erely

 d
islik

es to
 th

e K
u
rd

s an
d
 

o
th

er m
in

o
rities. K

u
w

ait, to
o
, h

as b
een

 
stro

n
g

ly
 co

n
d

em
n

ed
 b

y
 A

m
n
esty

 In
ter-

national and m
any other groups for precisely 

w
h
at w

e are to
 b

eliev
e "h

as n
o
 p

lace in
 

Islam
" in w

hich it has for years been preva-
lent. 

S
yria's A

ssad, P
resident B

ush's new
 ally 

w
h

ile S
y

ria is still o
n

 th
e o

fficial list o
f 

terro
rist states, h

as w
ip

ed
 o

u
t as m

an
y
 as 

5,000 in a single day of his ow
n "defenseless" 

for the im
agined crim

e of not liking him
. 

A
n
o
th

er o
f P

resid
en

t B
u
sh

's n
ew

 allies, 
S

audi A
rabia, in the recent past chopped off 

the hands of those suspected of stealing. It's 
m

ore m
odest "violence against the defense. 

less" that got extensive attention w
as jailing 

and otherw
ise punishing w

om
en w

ho dared 
to drive an auto. 

W
ith

o
u
t a sin

g
le real d

em
o
cracy

 in
 th

e 
en

tire Islam
ic w

o
rld

 "v
io

len
ce ag

ain
st th

e 
defenseless" is inevitable and w

idespread. 
A

fter h
is tirad

e o
f d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d
 

m
isinform

ation and the incitation of hatred 
o
f Israel fo

r h
is tru

m
p
ed

-u
p
 ch

arg
e o

f 



•gooiboitiotim"1" 

beginning recent Middle East hostage-
taking, Meachum prates that "any attempt 
to speak rationally about the Middle East 
runs into a buzz saw of vented spleen and 
hate," 

If this is an illustration of "rationality" 
we'd be better off with irrationality. It 
simply is a contrived vehicle for hate, and 
that is not rational. 

After these "buzz saws" of "spleen and 
hate" there is the unhidden irrationality and 
the fantasies presented as fact of 
Willhauck's "Thoughts on Israel." 

He begins it modestly, if history is ignored, 
the history in which 100 percent of the Mus-
lim world refused to "come to the peace 
table" with any Israelis until Sadat lost his 
life for doing that, by a simple and now 
obvious untruth, referring to "Israel's 
reluctance to come to the peace table." It 
was at Madrid, Israel insisted that the con-
ference be in the locale of all the partici-
pants, and it stated that it would attend those 
in Washington four days after the date arbi-
trarily set by the Bush administration, 
claiming it needed more time to prepare. 

Because it was there and will be there 
again and again this is Willhaucked into 
"reluctance" to be there. 

He then uses, inside of quotation marks, 
"jewness" that in context Is attributed to the 
Israeli government. Neither it nor Jews in 
general use this invented word. All refer to 
"Jewishness" and not as Willhauck uses it, 
as an anti-Semitic epithet. 

His contrived justification is that "Israel is 
one of the most racist and discriminatory 
regimes in the whole region" because it -
and I doubt that he knows what he is talking 
about — "reject(ed) about 3,000 Ethiopian 
refugees whose 'credentials' were insuffi-
cient to prove the proper degree of 
`jewness.' " 

Any person, Ethiopian or other, with a  

Jewish mother is, according to Israel law, a 
Jew. There are no degrees. Israel has run 
great risks and added materially to its 
national debt to rescue Ethiopian Jews, 
20,000 at a clip one time, and is feeding and 
housing and educating them because most 
have no way of making a living. 

Willhauck "wonder(s) if all the cutbacks 
in the return of federal revenues to the states 
is not fueled by a concern that we have 
enough money to send to Israel." This is 
stark, raving mad and another anti-Semitic 
incitation. There is no relevance at all in the 
reduction of money returned to the states 
that began in the Reagan administration. 

Where he really zooms into LaLa Land is 
in saying of "the so-called budget crunch" (if 
it isn't real enough for him nothing in this 
world can be) that "there is no lack of funds, 
just a lack of proper priorities for the dis-
tribution of those funds, most blatantly at the 
federal level and working its way down." 

Anyone who can say this can say anything. 
Come to think of it he does. 

The income of all governments, local and 
national, is down enormously. In addition, a 
bankrupting percentage of this greatly-
reduced income goes to service the national 
debt. Essential services have been cut and 
will be cut more. 

To say that there is no lack of money is to 
see cows jumping over the moon that is 
made of green cheese while hearing shrimps 
whistle. 

Once again the anti-Semitics, overt or 
covert, the Israel-bashers, invent what they 
say and once again those not-well enough 
informed are misled and invited to hatred. 

tC 
Harold Weisberg, who has written frequently for 

this page on Roy Meachum and issues Involving the 
Middle East, lives in Frederick. 


